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An intruder shouting
“Where is Nancy?” at-
tacked the husband of House
Speaker Pelosi at their San
Francisco home, a law-en-
forcement official said, an
incident that stoked fears of
politically motivated violence
ahead of midterm elections. Al

# Russia’s expanding use of
Iranian drones in Ukraine
poses an increasing threat
for the U.S. and its European
allies as Tehran attempts to
project military power be-
yond the Middle East. Al

# Russia sent 82,000 newly
conscripted men to Ukraine in
just over a month, the coun-
try’s defense minister said. A9

4 The Supreme Court is
set to hear arguments
Monday on whether race
can play a role when ad-
ministrators decide who is
admitted to many U.S. col-
leges and universities. A3

@ North Korea fired two

short-range ballistic missiles
Friday, Seoul officials said, as
South Korea wraps up its an-
nual military exercises. A10

# Americans paid a greater
share of the taxes they owe in
recent years, according to new
estimates from the IRS. A4

4 Flu hospitalization rates
are at the highest for this

time of year in more than a
decade, federal data show. A3

4 Died: Rev. Calvin Butts ITI,
73, influential pastor. A8

Business & Finance
—.—

# Musk kicked off his own-
ership of Twitter with trade-
mark gusto, firing top exec-
utives, tweeting jests about
the company and saying he
would form a special coun-
cil to tackle the thorny issue
of content moderation that
has long been a challenge
for the platform. A1, A12

# Wages and prices contin-
ued to rise rapidly in the late
summer, keeping the Fed on
track for more interest-rate
increases as it attempts to

cool economic growth and

bring down high inflation. A1

@ Credit-card debt has re-
turned to where it was before
the pandemic, with U.S. bal-
ances hitting $916 billion in
September, nearly identical
to December 2019 levels. Al

# U.S. stocks rose sharply,
with the S&P 500, Nasdaq and
Dow advancing 2.5%, 2.9%
and 2.6%, respectively. B1

¢ 0il giant Exxon reported
its most lucrative quarter
ever, while rival Chevron
posted profit near the record
it hit in the prior quarter. Bl

¢ Germany’s economy, Eu-
rope’s largest, grew modestly
in the three months through
September, but economists ex-
pect a bleak period ahead. A10

© VW posted a 29% drop in

net profit as auto makers face
cost headwinds and ongoing
supply-chain disruptions. B3

NOONAN
Crime Could Elect
A Republican
In New York A17
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San Francisco police and FBI agents gather at the home of U.S. Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and her husband, Paul,
on Friday after an early-morning assault on Mr. Pelosi by an intruder who one official said had shouted, ‘Where is Nancy?’

Attack in Pelosi’s Home Stirs
Fears Over Political Violence

An  intruder  shouting
“Where is Nancy?” attacked the
husband of House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi with a hammer at

By Natalie Andrews,
Zusha Elinson
and Sadie Gurman

their San Francisco home early
Friday morning, a law-enforce-
ment official said, a brutal inci-
dent that is stoking fears of po-
litically motivated violence

ahead of elections that will de-
termine control of the House
and Senate.

The assault on Paul Pelosi,
82 years old, at the home of
one of the most powerful politi-
cians in the country sent a
shock wave through Washing-
ton, already on edge in the face
of an increasingly polarized
electorate, and prompted calls
for candidates to lower the tem-
perature on the campaign trail.

It comes less than two years

after the House Democratic
leader and lawmakers of both
parties came under siege dur-
ing the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on
the Capitol by supporters of
then-President Donald Trump,
a Republican. In 2017, Rep.
Steve Scalise, a top House Re-
publican, was seriously
wounded by a shooter who be-
longed to anti-GOP groups.
Police identified the suspect
in the Pelosi attack as David De-
Pape, 42 years old, who they

said broke into the Pelosis’ home
through a sliding glass door in
the overnight hours and at-
tacked Mr. Pelosi. The assailant
targeted the Pelosi home and
was looking for the speaker her-
self, law enforcement officials
briefed on the investigation said.
A spokesman for Mrs. Pelosi,
Drew Hammiill, said the assailant
threatened Mr. Pelosi’s life while
demanding to see the speaker.
M. Pelosi told Mr. DePape he
Pleaseturntopage A4

Musk
Acts Fast
After
Twitter
Takeover

Top executives fired
as entrepreneur vows
to rethink platform’s
content moderation

By ALEXA CORSE
AND LAUREN THOMAS

Elon Musk kicked off his
ownership of Twitter Inc. with
trademark gusto, firing top ex-
ecutives, tweeting jests about
the company and saying he
would form a special council
to tackle the thorny issue of
content moderation that has
long been a challenge for the
social-media platform.

Mr. Musk’s $44 billion take-
over launches a new period of
tumult for one of the world’s
most influential platforms as
he works to remake business
and content practices that he
has repeatedly criticized.

The acquisition teed up a
host of questions that could
take months or years to an-
swer about how Twitter will
change in the hands of the
world’s richest man, who has
business interests in autos,
rockets and other sectors
stretching across the globe and
who is one of the platform’s
most prominent—and some-
times most provocative—users.

The most immediate
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@ EU tells Musk, ‘The bird will
fly by our rules'...eemeeeens Al12
@ Fired Twitter executives in

line for big payouts......... Al2
@ Heard on the Street: Bye,
Twitter stock—for now..... B12

Card Debt
Rebounds
To 2019

Levels

By ANNAMARIA ANDRIOTIS

Credit-card debt recently
reached a new milestone: It
returned to where it was be-
fore the pandemic.

Total card balances in the
U.S. hit $916 billion in Septem-
ber, nearly identical to Decem-
ber 2019 levels, according to
the credit-reporting firm Equi-
fax Inc. Balances are up 9%
from January and about 23%
higher than their pandemic
low in April 2021.

Card balances fell sharply
in the early months of the
pandemic after Americans, out
of work and stuck at home, cut
back on spending. Stimulus
checks later padded savings
accounts and allowed many to
pay down costly debt.

When the economy re-
opened and people went back
to work, credit-card issuers
launched a big push to get
people borrowing again. Many
loosened underwriting stan-
dards, making it easier for
people with lower credit
scores to get cards.

Now, Americans are spend-
ing and borrowing, despite
fears that a recession is on
the horizon. Missed payments
on credit cards, while rising,
remain below prepandemic
levels.

Still, rising card balances
could be an early sign of fi-
nancial pain. Consumers are
still paying a higher share of
their balances than they were
before Covid-19 hit, according
to card issuers, but that figure
at some lenders is starting to
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Jerry Lee Lewis Dies at Age 87

The rock 'n’ roll pioneer, known for his wild stage antics, had

Sl
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a run of smash hits but was shadowed by controversy. A8

Wages’ Swift Rise
Keeps Fed on Track

By GABRIEL T. RUBIN
AnDp Nick TIMIRAOS

Wages and prices continued
to rise rapidly in the late sum-
mer, keeping the Federal Re-
serve on track for more inter-
est-rate increases as it
attempts to cool economic
growth and bring down high
inflation.

The latest figures add to a
picture of an economy losing
some momentum but still
growing as the labor market,
consumer spending and price
pressures remain strong.

The employment-cost in-
dex, a measure of worker
wages and benefits, rose 5% in
the third quarter from the

same period a year earlier, the
Labor Department said Friday,
as employers competed for
workers in a tight labor mar-
ket. The gain marked a slight
cooling from the second quar-
ter when the index rose at its
fastest annual pace in records
dating to 2001.

Household spending also
rose briskly in September, ac-
cording to a separate Com-
merce Department report Fri-
day. Consumers have continued
opening their wallet despite in-
come gains that haven’t kept
pace with inflation, which is

PleaseturntopageA6

@ Global policy rifts fuel risks
to growth..eesesesesesesssenens A6

It’s Parents
vs. Teen
Styles Fans

* *

Kids use
PowerPoints to
lobby for tickets

By JOSEPH PIsANI

Abbie Williams labored
over a PowerPoint presenta-
tion this summer. She spread
38 photos and assorted facts
over nine slides to persuade
her audience to finance her
latest pitch.

It can take a lot of work for
a 13-year-old—that’s Abbie’s
age—to get a skeptical dad to
spend big for Harry Styles

PleaseturntopageAl3

Iranian Drones Project
Power Beyond Mideast

By DioN NISSENBAUM
AND BENOIT FAUCON

Russia’s expanding use of
Iranian drones in Ukraine poses
an increasing threat for the U.S.
and its European allies as Teh-
ran attempts to project military
power beyond the Middle East.

In recent weeks, Ukrainian
officials say, Russia has
launched more than 300 Ira-
nian drones that have targeted
military units, power plants
and civilian buildings in the
capital, Kyiv. The Ukrainian
military said it has shot down
more than 70% of the drones,
but Ukrainian officials are ask-
ing the U.S. and NATO allies
for more help to counter the
threat. The North Atlantic

Treaty Organization has vowed
to rush hundreds of drone
jammers to Ukraine as part of
a deepening effort to shore up
Ukraine’s air defenses.

The wave of attacks has
made Iran Moscow’s most im-
portant military ally in its fal-
tering campaign in Ukraine, and
highlighted how Tehran has
created one of the world’s most
successful drone fleets despite
years of Western sanctions.

“Drones have become the
spearhead of Iranian power
projection globally,” said Dr.
James Rogers, an associate
professor of war studies at the

PleaseturntopageA9

@ Russia says 82,000 conscripts
have been sent to Ukraine.. A9

EXCHANGE

MARKET MOVES
Six investors on what
they’re doing and what
lies ahead. B1
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Most Common Gas Price Is Far From Average

This
month, the
White House
cited a sur-
prising statis-
tic, boasting
that “the most common
price at gas stations today is
$3.29 a gallon.”

Just two days earlier, AAA
had pegged the national av-
erage price for regular gaso-
line at $3.79 a gallon—a full
50 cents higher.

It’s a gap so large that
one might wonder if the
number might be wrong or
taken out of context. It isn’t,
provided you take it literally:
It isn’t the average. It’s the
actual price on display at
more gas stations in the
country than any other
price.

The statistic comes from
GasBuddy, a gas-price app
that has emerged as a popu-
lar commentator and data
provider on gas-price trends.
With the price of gas a key
issue in the midterm elec-
tions, it’s worth exploring
how the price can differ de-
pending on whether you
specify the average, the me-
dian (half of stations charge
more, half charge less) or
the mode—the most com-
mon, which the Biden ad-
ministration cites.

“Neither one is right or
wrong,” said Patrick De
Haan, the head of petroleum
analysis at GasBuddy, refer-
ring to the different mea-
sures of typical gas prices.

“There’s just other angles to
the story” that the average,
median and mode represent,
he added.

For the Biden administra-
tion, the appeal of the most
common price might simply
be that it happens to be
lower than the national aver-
age. In August, a Politico
newsletter quipped that Mr.
De Haan had become “Bi-
den’s gas buddy” because of
the administration’s pen-
chant for sharing his tweets
once gas prices started to
drop.

asBuddy’s data are

from its app, which

displays a map to find
the best local gas prices, and
prompts users to update
prices as they change. Gas-
Buddy also collects data
from gas stations that sign
up for its Business Pages,
which allows them to enter
their pricing directly, and
from users of its gas card,
ultimately pulling in data for
most of the more-
than-100,000 stations in the
U.S.

(In 2021, GasBuddy briefly
became the No. 1 app on the
entire U.S. App Store after a
cyberattack on the Colonial
Pipeline sparked panic buy-
ing of gasoline and led to
many gas stations running
out of gas entirely. Remem-
ber that? I'd forgotten about
it during the pandemic time
warp.)

GasBuddy computes an

Price of regular gasoline in the U.S. this year
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average that doesn’t differ
much from AAA’s. The auto-
mobile association gathers
its data via a partnership
with the Oil Price Informa-
tion Service, an energy-data
and analytics provider that
is part of News Corp’s Dow
Jones, publisher of The Wall
Street Journal.

On Oct. 3, GasBuddy
pegged the average at $3.78
while AAA said $3.79. Not an
interesting difference. More
interesting was the median
reported by GasBuddy, at
$3.49, and the mode, at
$3.29.

The mode is actually more
common than random

Most common

Price
difference

1 1 1 1 1
June  July  Aug. Sept. Oct.

Source: GasBuddy

chance might predict. It’s of-
ten available simultaneously
at tens of thousands of gas
stations across many re-
gions, Mr. De Haan said.
That’s because prices tend to
cluster around key psycho-
logical points. For six con-
secutive weeks in March and
April, for example, the most
common price was $3.99 as
many stations attempted to
hold the line against $4.

The average, by contrast,
isn’t encountered very often
because it’s skewed by ultra-
high prices in one state: Cal-
ifornia. This fall, while many
drivers were seeing gas in
the low $3s, prices in Cali-

fornia soared from $5.21 on
Sept. 6 to $6.31 a gallon by
Oct. 10, a jump attributable
to refinery shutdowns.

“When there are issues in
California with refineries
that push prices up, that can
skew the national average,”
Mr. De Haan said. Because
the median and mode are
unaffected by California’s
unusually high prices, they
are “a little more relevant,”
he said.

alifornia’s high prices
C are partly because of

higher taxes, an under-
ground-storage-tank fee, a
carbon offset and cleaner-
burning requirements. But
those factors only add about
85 cents a gallon, according
to calculations from Severin
Borenstein, an economics
professor at the University
of California, Berkeley. Gaso-
line in California costs $2
more per gallon than else-
where.

“This latest spike, which
didn’t correspond to an in-
crease in the rest of the
country, really points out
that something is very dif-
ferent in California,” said Mr.
Borenstein, who called this
unexplained difference a
“mystery gas surcharge.”

It’s a relatively recent
phenomenon. Before 2015,
the gap between gas prices
in California and the rest of
the country could be ex-
plained by environmental
regulations and taxes.

In February 2015, an ex-
plosion at a refinery in Tor-
rance, Calif., caused prices in
the state to surge higher, but
they never returned to nor-
mal.

The upshot is that the na-
tional average gas price is
increasingly skewed by Cali-
fornia. By itself, California
raises the average nearly 20
cents. Mr. Borenstein calcu-
lates the latest national av-
erage excluding California
was $3.53, only a few pen-
nies from GasBuddy’s new
estimate of the mode: $3.49
as of Oct. 24.

But averages matter. Cali-
fornians are still Americans.
When it comes to the eco-
nomic toll from gas prices
and inflation, the prices in
California matter hugely:
California has tossup races
in November’s midterm elec-
tions, too.

In its figures released
Monday, GasBuddy puts the
most common price at $3.49.
If that number rings true, it
probably says something
about where you live. The
most common price is cur-
rently something you can
find in much of the North-
east and mid-Atlantic, across
the Great Plains and in the
northern parts of the South.

And remember, said Mr.
Borenstein, “most people
don’t see any of this” discus-
sion of gas-price statistics.
“They just feel it when the
price changes at their sta-
tion or neighborhood.”
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in Chincoteague, Va., after 13 people were

rescued from a sinking fishing vessel early Friday more than 60 miles off the state’s coast.

FLORIDA

Brady, Biindchen
File for Divorce

NFL star Tom Brady and Bra-
zilian supermodel Gisele Bund-
chen said Friday they are divorc-
ing after 13 years of marriage.

“We arrived at this decision
amicably and with gratitude for
the time we spent together,” Mr.
Brady said on Instagram. “We
are blessed with beautiful and
wonderful children who will con-
tinue to be the center of our
world in every way. We will con-
tinue to work together as par-
ents to always ensure they re-
ceive the love and attention they
deserve.”

Ms. Buindchen filed for di-
vorce in Glades County, Fla, ac-
cording to court records, and a
judge dissolved the marriage Fri-
day.

Mr. Brady, 45 years old, has
been the most successful foot-
ball player in history. He has
won seven Super Bowls, six
with the New England Patriots
and one with his current team,
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. But
in parts of the world, he is bet-
ter known as the husband of
Ms. Bundchen, a 42-year-old
fashion icon, businesswoman
and philanthropist.

Their marriage made the pair
one of the most famous celeb-
rity couples when they wed in
2009. They have two children
together, while Mr. Brady has
another son with the actress
Bridget Moynahan.

Ms. Bundchen, in a statement
posted to Instagram, said the di-
vorce was amicable and that
they would continue co-parent-
ing the children.

—Andrew Beaton
and Joseph De Avila
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Credit Suisse Group AG is
working to sell part of its se-
curitized-product business. A
Heard on the Street column on
Friday about the Swiss bank
incorrectly said its structured-
product business.

Modular homes are subject
to Florida’s state building
codes; manufactured housing,
colloquially known as mobile
homes, is built to a federal
code and regulated by the De-
partment of Housing and Ur-
ban Development. An Oct. 26
letter to the editor about Flor-
ida’s construction codes incor-
rectly said that modular
homes are exempt from Flor-
ida’s building codes.

Readers can alert The Wall Street
Journal to any errors in news articles
by emailing wsjcontact@wsj.com or

by calling 888-410-2667.

OHIO

Officers Won't Be
Charged in Shooting

Officers who fatally shot a
Black man in an Ohio emergency
room last year won't face crimi-
nal charges, a county prosecutor
said Friday.

Columbus police officers and
security officers with Mount
Carmel St. Ann’s Hospital
opened fire on Miles Jackson on
April 12, 2021, after a struggle
that began when Columbus offi-
cers discovered Mr. Jackson had
a gun concealed in his pants.

A standoff ensued after the
gun went off, with police even-
tually opening fire as Mr. Jack-
son appeared to sit up and offi-
cers yelled, “He shot again!”

Emergency room staff tried
to revive Mr. Jackson but he
was pronounced dead at the
hospital, authorities said.

—Associated Press

NEW YORK

Trump Rips Judge
Before a Hearing

Donald Trump lashed out at
the judge handling the New York
attorney general’s fraud lawsuit
against him and his company,
calling him “vicious, biased, and
mean” in a social-media post
just days before the case’s first
court hearing.

The former president, who
has been on the losing side of
Judge Arthur Engoron’s rulings
in the past, coupled Friday’s criti-
cism with complaints that, as a
politician, he shouldn’t be forced
to deal with legal action until af-
ter the midterm elections on
Nov. 8.

In a separate case, opening
statements are set for Monday
in the Trump Organization’s
criminal tax fraud trial following
the completion of jury selection
on Friday.

—Associated Press

Hefty Wall Street Fines
Surge Under Biden’s SEC

By DAVE MICHAELS

WASHINGTON—Wall
Street’s top watchdog this
year collected some of its
highest fines ever from firms
accused of wrongdoing, un-
derscoring the Biden admin-
istration’s tougher regulatory
stance.

The Securities and Ex-
change Commission imposed
13 fines greater than $100
million on public companies
during its latest fiscal year
that ended Sept. 30, up from
the prior year’s three cases at
that level. In some other re-
cent years, the SEC didn’t
levy any fines that large.

Defense attorneys say the
SEC has leverage to ratchet
up fines when it wants; bro-
kerages and asset managers
don’t want to litigate with
the agency that directly su-
pervises them. Most large
public companies also elect
to settle SEC claims of mis-
conduct rather than wage
long court battles that carry
legal, political and business
risks.

In its 2022 fiscal year, the
SEC levied $2.2 billion in
fines against exchange-listed
companies, according to a
Wall Street Journal analysis.
That amount dwarfs what the
penalties the commission im-
posed in recent years, accord-
ing to data from the NYU Pol-
lack Center for Law &
Business and Cornerstone Re-
search. In 2018, for instance,
the SEC imposed about $1.2
billion in fines against ex-
change-listed companies, NYU
and Cornerstone data show.

“The robust penalties lev-
ied this year are designed to
deter and reduce securities
violations, and should not be
seen as an acceptable cost of
doing business,” the SEC’s
enforcement director, Gurbir
Grewal, said. He added that
the agency plans to soon re-
lease its year-end enforce-
ment results, which he said
would likely confirm a year-
over-year increase in total
penalties.

The biggest U.S. and Euro-
pean banks account for many
of the past year’s largest
fines, with nine of them shell-
ing out $125 million each to
settle claims that employees
used prohibited messaging
applications, such as Whats-
App, to conduct business.
(They also paid at least $75
million to the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission,
which undertook a similar in-
vestigation.)

The widespread use of text-
messaging, sometimes on per-
sonal devices the banks didn’t

monitor, violated SEC rules
that require securities dealers
to keep most business records
for at least three years, regu-
lators said. The SEC’s five
commissioners voted unani-
mously to approve the settle-
ments over unapproved text-
messaging use.

Mr. Grewal has said the
failures were especially seri-
ous because missing records
undermine the SEC’s ability
to investigate wrongdoing.
SEC officials insisted that ev-
ery bank pay $125 million de-
spite arguments from defense
attorneys that prohibited tex-
ting was less prevalent at
some firms than others, ac-
cording to several attorneys
involved in the cases. Two
smaller brokerage firms paid
at least $80 million to settle

In its 2022 fiscal
year, the SEC levied
$2.2 billion in fines
against listed firms.

similar claims with the SEC
and CFTC, while another paid
$16 million.

Several other companies
also paid fines exceeding
$100 million last year.
Charles Schwab & Co. paid a
$135 million fine to resolve
an SEC investigation that
found it didn’t adequately
disclose to clients the down-
side of keeping a big share of
their assets in cash. Boeing
Co. paid $200 million over al-
legations that it made mis-
leading statements about the
safety risks of its 737 MAX
jets after two of the planes
crashed. And Barclays PLC
paid a $200 million fine to
resolve claims that it raised

Annual SEC penalties against
U.S. exchange-listed firms

$2.5billion

Fy2016 18 20 ‘22

Note: Fiscal year ending Sept. 30

$17.7 billion from investors in
debt sales that weren’t prop-
erly registered with the SEC.

The Journal’s analysis
looked at companies with
shares listed on U.S. ex-
changes and didn’t include
enforcement actions against
private companies or firms
with securities traded only
over the counter, which in
most cases result in lower
fines. It also didn’t examine
how much companies paid in
disgorgement, or profits they
gave back that stemmed from
wrongdoing. The SEC has
more discretion to determine
penalties than disgorgement,
which courts have said must
be limited to the amount of a
defendant’s illegal profits.

The biggest SEC fine levied
during the past fiscal year
was a $675 million penalty
against Allianz Global Inves-
tors U.S. LLC, which was ac-
cused of misleading investors
in 17 private-investment
funds. Allianz SE’s shares
aren’t listed on a U.S. stock
exchange.

Congress in 1990 gave the
SEC the authority to seek fines
in federal court and to impose
them through its own in-house
proceedings. Monetary sanc-
tions have risen since the 2008
financial crisis, when regula-
tors were blamed for missing
problems that contributed to
the economic catastrophe and
the failures of several invest-
ment banks. The high-water
mark for penalties from 2010
to 2021 was $1.4 billion in
2018, according to SEC figures.

The SEC didn’t name or sue
any individuals in the messag-
ing cases. The record-keeping
law applies to companies and
not to individuals, according
to lawyers involved in the
cases.

—Theo Francis
contributed to this article.

Number of enforcement
settlements with public
companies
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Serious
Flu Cases
Rise Fast
To Begin
Season

By BRIANNA ABBOTT

The U.S. flu season is off to a
fast and early start, with hospi-
talization rates the highest for
this time of year in more than a
decade, federal data showed.

Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention estimates
showed Friday that there have
been at least 880,000 cases of
flu this season, some 6,900
hospitalizations and 360
deaths, including one pediatric
death. The data is through the
week ending Oct. 22.

Flu season in the U.S. tends
to run from fall to spring, with
activity peaking between De-
cember and February. Right
now, the Southwest and the
south-central U.S. are experi-
encing the most activity, the
CDC said.

In the CDC’s influenza sur-
veillance network covering
some 13 states, the cumulative
hospitalizations rate is 1.5 flu
hospitalizations per 100,000
people. That is the highest ob-

The Southwest and
south-central U.S.
are experiencing the
most activity.

served rate during this time of
year since the 2010-2011 sea-
son, the CDC said.

Another common virus, RSV,
is also on the rise in the U.S.,
putting pressure on pediatric
hospitals, along with a range of
other childhood viruses. Public
health experts are anticipating
an increase in Covid-19 cases
as the country heads further
into the fall and winter.

CDC data on Friday also
showed a collection of Omicron
subvariants on the ascent, par-
ticularly BQ.1 and BQ.1.1, which
have raised concerns among vi-
rus experts because they ap-
pear to spread easily and evade
some built-up immune de-
fenses. They are projected to
collectively account for 27% of
cases by Oct. 29, according to
the latest CDC estimates.

The BA.5 subvariant, of
which these newer versions are
offshoots, sank to just below
half of all cases, the CDC esti-
mated. The new subvariants’
rise comes as federal data
show new Covid-19-related
hospital admissions in the U.S.
have recently edged higher.

Influenza’s early rise this
year follows two seasons of
minimal spread, most likely
due to Covid-19 mitigation
measures including masking
and distancing that helped
keep other viruses at bay. Now,
as more people head inside in
the fall and winter months and
students settle into classrooms,
fewer are taking precautions.

“We’re seeing increases as
the weather gets colder, and
unfortunately, we’re going into
a season where people are go-
ing to be more indoors,” said
Laolu Fayanju, a family medical
specialist and regional medical
director at Oak Street Health in
Ohio.

A lack of recent exposure to
the virus after two years of
limited spread coupled with
low flu vaccination rates likely
also leaves the U.S. with lower
immune defense than in past
seasons, doctors said.

An estimated 21% of adults
have gotten a flu vaccine this
year, similar to estimates from
the same time last year, the
CDC said.
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Melissa Ostroff of environmental group Earthworks approached

Methane Fight Focuses on Small Wells

By TimoTHY PUuko

The Biden administration is
nearing completion of its long-
awaited proposal to curb
methane gas emissions, set-
ting the stage for a fight over
how strictly the government
should regulate low-producing
oil and gas wells.

The plan, which industry
lobbyists expect could be re-
leased during the United Na-
tions climate summit in Egypt
next month, is aimed at reduc-
ing leaks of methane, a potent
greenhouse gas that traps
roughly 85 times as much heat
in the atmosphere as carbon
dioxide.

The proposed rules from
the Environmental Protection
Agency would for the first
time require oil-and-gas com-
panies to monitor existing
production facilities for meth-
ane leaks and then make re-
pairs as needed.

The EPA has signaled it
would mandate just one in-
spection on low-producing
wells—typically older ones
nearing the end of their pro-
duction cycle—which is ex-
pected to be a point of conten-
tion with environmental
groups. Industry has generally
advocated for lighter regula-
tion of the so-called stripper
wells, saying they run on small
margins and could become un-

profitable under more strin-
gent environmental rules.

Some of such wells might
produce little, the industry
says, but collectively provide
much-needed resources at a
time when Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine has constrained global
supplies.

The roughly 565,000 active
stripper well sites nationwide
in 2019 accounted for 81% of
all U.S. well sites, according to
industry data tallied this year
by researchers from the Envi-

a Pennsylvania well site in September. Below, she and Josh Eisenfeld

ronmental Defense Fund, a
non-profit advocacy group.

Under a partial proposal re-
leased by the EPA in Novem-
ber 2021, the wells would have
to be inspected once and
wouldn’t be required to un-
dergo follow-up or periodic in-
spections. Environmentalists,
however, want more frequent
leak-detection inspections and
repair standards.

Stripper wells collectively
produce 5.6% of total domestic
oil and gas output, but gener-

ate roughly half of the indus-
try’s methane emissions, ac-
cording to the findings of a
peer-reviewed study published
in the journal Nature Commu-
nications by Environmental
Defense Fund researchers.

The Independent Petroleum
Association of America, which
represents typically smaller
and midsize companies, says
data indicate higher-producing
stripper wells are the biggest
culprits when it comes to
methane emissions.

“Focus on the pieces where
you know you have a problem,
rather than mandate an entire
program for these small wells,
which may not be affordable,”
said Lee Fuller, who oversees
environmental policy strategy
for the group.

In written comments to the
EPA, Mr. Fuller’s group said
the “overwhelming majority of
these low production wells are
small business operations.”

Environmentalists counter
that the stripper well business
has changed after years of in-
dustry consolidation.

The largest well-owner na-
tionally is Diversified Energy
Co. of Birmingham, Ala., which
operates about 67,000 wells,
thousands more than any
other company in the U.S.

Some of its wells are on
state-owned land in Arm-
strong County, Pa. Earthworks,
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use an infrared camera to spot emissions.

an environmental group that
wants the U.S. to shift away
from fossil fuels, last month
sent two of its field workers to
the area equipped with infra-
red cameras that can spot hy-
drocarbon emissions.

Field worker Melissa Os-
troff’s device detected poten-
tial emissions from all six
wells she inspected one after-
noon, including a vapor cloud
wafting from a pipe fitting at
well No. 21.

A state inspector, respond-
ing later to a complaint filed
by Earthworks, confirmed a
gas leak from a pipe connec-
tion at that well, but no other
leaks, according to a Pennsyl-
vania Department of Environ-
mental Protection report. A
follow-up report said Diversi-
fied fixed the leak quickly af-
ter it was notified.

Diversified officials say
they are committed to repair-
ing leaks and instituting new
policies to prevent them. Paul
Espenan, who oversees envi-
ronmental, health and safety
for the company, said Diversi-
fied doesn’t have a formal po-
sition on the EPA’s proposal
but wants to exceed minimum
environmental requirements.

“All leaks will be fixed,” Mr.
Espenan said.

A EPA spokesman declined
to discuss details of the meth-
ane proposal.

Justices to Revisit College Affirmative Action

By JEss BRAVIN
AnD MELIsSsA KOrRN

WASHINGTON—The Supreme
Court is set to hear arguments
Monday on whether race can
play a role when administrators
decide who is admitted to many
of the U.S.’s colleges and univer-
sities.

The court will hear two sep-
arate cases, expected to yield
two related rulings by July, in-
volving a state flagship, the
University of North Carolina,
and a private Ivy League insti-
tution, Harvard College. Both
say having a diverse student
body is central to their educa-
tional mission and that narrow
consideration of race is neces-
sary to achieving it.

Challenging them is Stu-
dents for Fair Admissions, a
group created by conservative
activist Edward Blum, which
argues that the pursuit of di-
versity doesn’t justify taking
applicants’ race into account
and that doing so goes against
constitutional guarantees of
equal protection.

The Supreme Court repeat-
edly has upheld the use of race
to obtain diversity in university
classrooms, most recently in
2016. But since then the court’s
composition has changed, cre-

ating a 6-3 conservative major-
ity that has demonstrated a
readiness to re-examine what it
thinks are mistaken decisions
by previous justices.

The precedent the court is
being asked to reconsider now
is 1978’s Regents of the Univer-
sity of California v. Bakke,
which authorized some consid-
eration of race in admissions.
The Bakke decision invalidated
the use of quotas and rejected
the argument that preferences
could be given to minority ap-
plicants to compensate for his-
torical racial discrimination.
But it found that an applicant’s
race or ethnicity could count as
a factor to promote the educa-
tional benefits of diversity.

The decision endorsed an
approach to admissions that
had already been adopted by
Harvard, which the college de-
scribed as providing a holistic
consideration of each appli-
cant. Its review includes aca-
demics and extracurricular ac-
tivities as well as race and
more subjective personal rat-
ings.

Mr. Blum’s group argues
that such a policy provides
cover for discrimination
against disfavored groups. It
sees a parallel in Harvard’s
practices in the 1920s, when

the school introduced admis-
sions policies to enforce a cap
on Jewish students, fearful
that they would dominate the
student body if considered on
academic merit alone.

In a similar way, Students
for Fair Admissions argues,
Harvard uses its admissions
policy today to limit Asian-
American enrollment. “The
personal ratings assigned by
Harvard reveal a clear racial
hierarchy—with African Ameri-
cans consistently getting the
best personal ratings and Asian
Americans consistently getting
the worst,” its brief says.

The challengers say Asians
and whites were admitted to
both Harvard and UNC at sig-
nificantly lower rates than
Black and Hispanic applicants
with similar academic qualifi-
cations. For example, the Blum
group’s brief argues, among
applicants Harvard assigned
the top academic rating, 56.1%
of Black students and 31.3% of
Hispanics were admitted, com-
pared with 15.3% of whites and
12.7% of Asian Americans.

The fate of current affirma-
tive-action admissions policies
could rest on how the justices
interpret the 14th Amendment,
ratified in 1868. In a brief back-
ing the Blum group, Reagan ad-

Patient in Alzheimer’s Study Dies

By JosepH WALKER

Eisai Co. said a volunteer
died while using the company’s
experimental Alzheimer’s drug
lecanemab in a clinical trial but
that it wasn’t clear if the death
was directly caused by the
drug.

The patient had experienced
swelling and small bleeds in the
brain during the study, an Eisai
spokeswoman said Friday. She
said the company couldn’t de-
termine whether the drug was
a contributing factor in the pa-
tient’s death.

Eisai is developing the drug
with partner Biogen Inc. Its re-
cent positive results in a large
study raised hopes among pa-
tients, doctors and investors
that the drug could provide a

much-needed option for slow-
ing Alzheimer’s memory-rob-
bing march.

The risk of brain swelling
and bleeding has been among
the biggest concerns about
drugs like lecanemab, however,
and could limit their use in pa-
tients who are at high risk of
stroke or death from the side
effects.

A safety monitoring board
reviewed data from the study
and determined there wasn’t an
overall increased risk of death
from lecanemab, the spokes-
woman said. She said privacy
rules limited what Eisai could
say about the study volunteer
who died, which was reported
earlier by Stat News.

Lecanemab is among a class
of Alzheimer’s treatments de-

signed to remove deposits of a
protein called amyloid from the
brain in hopes of slowing pro-
gression of the disease.

Last month, Eisai and Biogen
said lecanemab slowed cogni-
tive and functional decline by
27% compared with a placebo
in a study of 1,800 subjects
with early-stage Alzheimer’s.

Some anti-amyloid drugs
have shown promising results
but have also been linked to
swelling and bleeding in the
brain. The side effects can also
produce more serious symp-
toms, such as seizure and
strokelike syndromes. Doctors
say that patients receiving anti-
amyloid drugs have to be
closely monitored to safely
manage the risk of brain swell-
ing and bleeding.

ministration Attorney General
Edwin Meese III argues that
the 14th Amendment clause
providing equal protection of
the law makes consideration of
race unconstitutional. In its
brief, in contrast, UNC says
that amendment is focused on
“ensuring equality, not man-
dating race neutrality.”
Harvard, UNC and scores of
other schools say factoring
race into admissions decisions
remains necessary because of

persistent inequities in K-12
education.

Schools backing Harvard
and UNC in the case also say
barring them from considering
race in admissions decisions
would infringe on their aca-
demic freedom, limit the edu-
cational opportunities they can
offer students, and ultimately
stifle innovation and hurt soci-
ety by leaving graduates less
prepared to operate in diverse
workplaces.
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Voting-Rules Disputes Head to Court
™

By LAURA KusisTo

After a 2020 election season
that saw a wave of lawsuits on
pandemic-era voting rules and
ballot counting, Democrats and
Republicans are engaged in a
new round of legal battles as
the Nov. 8 midterms approach.
Guidance from the Supreme
Court in recent years has made
it more difficult for litigants to
win last-minute changes to
voting rules before an election,
but some cases still could
prove cru-
cial for
2022 & &
tests in the
ELECTION midterms.
In addition
to dozens of cases already
pending in the courts, new dis-
putes are bubbling up over
concerns about voter intimida-
tion and other irregularities.
One of the biggest cases
comes from Pennsylvania,
where the state Supreme Court
is weighing whether mail-in
ballots sent without a date on
the envelope should still be
counted. That decision could
determine the fate of thou-
sands of ballots in a state that
is likely to see several tight
races, including the U.S. Senate
contest between Democrat
John Fetterman and Republican
Mehmet Oz, which could deter-
mine control of the chamber.
In Arizona, voting-rights
groups filed two lawsuits this
week alleging that early voters
have faced intimidation at bal-
lot drop boxes from self-pro-
claimed citizen monitors, who
in some cases have been
armed and wearing riot gear.
A federal judge on Friday de-
clined to intervene for now.
Around 100 voting-rights
lawsuits are pending, accord-
ing to New York University’s
Brennan Center for Justice, a
public-policy think tank. Many
won’t be resolved before Elec-
tion Day on Nov. 8, but the po-
litical parties and advocacy
groups on both sides said they
plan to use the courts to pre-
vent voters from being disen-
franchised and ensure the in-
tegrity of elections.

HANNAH BEIER/REUTERS

A poll worker in Pennsylvania locks a ballot box for the night. The state is expected to see several tight races on Nov. 8.

The Republican National
Committee said it was partici-
pating in 73 election-related
lawsuits in 20 states and has
spent millions of dollars to en-
sure it is ready to mobilize for
recounts and other postelection
litigation. “The RNC has been es-
pecially focused on going on the
offense,” a spokeswoman said.

Pat Moore, a lawyer who
works with the Democratic
National Committee, said the
party had filed or intervened
in a number of suits to protect
practices such as early voting
and mail-in ballots. “It is our
goal as a party to make sure
that qualified voters can vote,
period,” he said.

Legal observers expect to
see one of the most litigious
election seasons on record, es-
pecially for a midterm cycle.

“There’s just a continued
sense that our election system
is under stress,” said Richard
Hasen, a professor at the Uni-

versity of California, Los An-
geles.

At issue in Pennsylvania is
a state-law requirement that
voters include a date on the
outer envelope for their ballot.
More than 1.2 million voters in
Pennsylvania have applied to

Supreme Court
guidance has made it
harder to win last-
minute rule changes.

vote by mail or absentee ballot
this election.

The issue has already been
litigated in both federal and
state courts, as Republicans and
Democrats have sparred over
whether requiring voters to in-
clude a date on their envelopes
is important to maintaining elec-

tion integrity or a technicality
that shouldn’t be disqualifying.
During the 2020 presidential
election cycle, former President
Donald Trump’s campaign chal-
lenged 8,329 absentee and mail-
in ballots in Philadelphia County
that were missing information
on the envelope. The Pennsylva-
nia Supreme Court ruled that
the ballots should be counted,
but left open the possibility that
it would view the issue differ-
ently in future elections without
the extraordinary circumstances
created by the pandemic.
More recently, the U.S. Su-
preme Court wiped out a ruling
by a federal appeals court that
ordered the state to count un-
dated mail-in ballots in a local
election last year. The high
court threw out the ruling for
procedural reasons and didn’t
rule on the merits of the case.
That has left state law on
mail-in ballots unclear. Pennsyl-
vania’s Acting Secretary of the

Commonwealth Leigh Chapman
has issued guidance that says
ballots will be counted even if
voters didn’t date their enve-
lope or put an incorrect date.

State and national Republi-
cans have filed a lawsuit with
the Pennsylvania Supreme
Court arguing that guidance is
incorrect and creating confu-
sion across the state that
could “result in unequal treat-
ment of otherwise identical
ballots based upon the county
in which the voter resides.”

Ms. Chapman responded in
a recent legal brief that a court
ruling upsetting the status quo
after hundreds of thousands of
mail-in ballots already have
been submitted would be un-
fair to voters. “Now, with the
election under way and only
three weeks remaining until
Election Day, petitioners ask
this court to sow widespread
confusion by changing the vot-
ing rules,” she said.

IRS Sees
A Recent
Rise in Tax
Compliance

By RICHARD RUBIN

WASHINGTON—Ameri-
cans paid a greater share of
the taxes they owe in recent
years, according to new esti-
mates from the Internal Reve-
nue Service.

In tax years 2014 through
2016, Americans paid 85% of
their taxes on time, up from
the agency’s 83.7% estimate
for tax years 2011 through
2013, the IRS said Friday. That
compliance rate climbed to
87% after IRS enforcement and
late payments were included,
from 85.9% in the prior esti-
mate. The IRS projects that
those higher percentages were
consistent for tax years 2017
through 2019.

The estimates still point to
significant opportunities for
the IRS to collect more unpaid
taxes, using the $80 billion
that Congress just authorized
for the agency’s expansion
over the next decade. For 2017
through 2019, the annual net
tax gap—the difference be-
tween taxes owed and col-
lected—was $470 billion.

That suggests a decadelong
tax gap exceeding $5 trillion,
including missing revenue
from those who fail to file re-
turns and those who admit
owing but don’t pay. Collect-
ing all of that is virtually im-
possible, requiring a much
more intrusive IRS than Amer-
icans would accept.

Separately Friday, Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen tapped
Deputy Commissioner Douglas
0’Donnell to run the agency
on an interim basis after IRS
Commissioner Charles Rettig
departs; his term ends Nov. 12.

Mr. O’Donnell started at the
IRS in 1986 and recently over-
saw the large business and in-
ternational division. He be-
came deputy commissioner for
services and enforcement last
year.
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Pelosi’s

Husband
Attacked

Continued from Page One

had to use the bathroom and
then called 911 from a phone
charging there, according to a
person with knowledge of the
incident.

Officers were dispatched at
2:27 am., according to San
Francisco Police Chief Bill Scott,
who provided some details on
the assault at press conferences
Friday. Chief Scott indicated
that when Mr. Pelosi called 911,
he didn’t state the threat, and
that the 911 dispatcher sensed
“something more was going on.”

When three officers arrived
on the scene, they found the at-
tacker and Mr. Pelosi struggling
for control of a hammer, Chief
Scott said. The attacker pulled
the hammer away and violently
assaulted Mr. Pelosi with it.

Officers tackled the suspect,
took the hammer and arrested
him, according to Chief Scott.

“This was not a random act,”
said Chief Scott. “This was in-
tentional.”

Mr. Pelosi was admitted to
the Zuckerberg San Francisco
General Hospital and had sur-
gery to repair a skull fracture
and serious injuries to his right
arm and hands. He is expected
to make a full recovery, accord-
ing to Mr. Hammill. “The Pelosi
family is immensely grateful to
Mr. Pelosi’s entire medical team
and the law enforcement offi-
cers who responded to the as-
sault,” he said.

Mr. DePape will be booked in
San Francisco County jail on
charges including attempted
homicide, assault with a deadly
weapon, elder abuse and bur-
glary, said Sgt. Adam Lobsinger,
an SFPD spokesman.

Mr. DePape has espoused ex-
treme right wing views on so-
cial media, including conspiracy
theories about topics such as
about Covid-19 and the 2020
election, law-enforcement offi-
cials said.

Police were trying to deter-
mine the suspect’s motive for
the attack, one of the officials
said. Mr. DePape was being
treated at a San Francisco hos-
pital for unspecified injuries,
according to police.

Law-enforcement officials

ANDREW HARNIK/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Paul Pelosi was beaten with a hammer by an intruder Friday.

across the country have been
on heightened alert for the pos-
sibility of politically motivated
violence, citing a rise in threats
to election workers and other
officials. In the hours after the
attack, lawmakers from both
parties issued statements con-
demning political violence.

Mrs. Pelosi, who is also 82,
has been traveling the country
campaigning and was in Wash-
ington, D.C., with her protective
detail on Friday, according to
law enforcement. Members of
Congress who have security de-
tails, like Mrs. Pelosi, often rely
on local law enforcement to
watch over their families when
they are away, according to two
people familiar with the prac-
tice. The U.S. Capitol Police and
Mr. Hammill declined to elabo-
rate on its security measures
related to Mrs. Pelosi.

Mrs. Pelosi, who is seeking
re-election, hasn’t said if she
wants to continue leading the
party next year, saying her fo-
cus is on keeping Democrats in
charge of the House. Nonparti-
san political analysts favor Re-
publicans to win the chamber,
while the Senate, currently con-
trolled by Democrats, remains a
tossup.

The White House said Presi-
dent Biden had called Mrs.
Pelosi to “express his support
after this horrible attack.” Sen-
ate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D., N.Y.) called the at-
tack “a dastardly act,” while
Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R., Ky.) tweeted
that he was horrified by the
news and was glad that law en-
forcement was on the case.

Mark Bednar, a spokesman
for House Minority Leader
Kevin McCarthy, said the Cali-
fornia Republican reached out
to Mrs. Pelosi and said he was
praying for a full recovery for

her husband.

Mr. Pelosi is an investor and
businessman who owns and op-
erates Financial Leasing Ser-
vices Inc. He met Mrs. Pelosi
when he was studying at
Georgetown University and Mrs.
Pelosi was at Trinity College.
They later settled in San Fran-
cisco and raised five children.

The Pelosi home has been
the site of protests in the past.
In early January 2021, vandals
spray-painted the Pelosi home
and left a severed pig’s head in
front of her garage, according
to local news reports.

The number of threats and
concerning statements investi-
gated by U.S. Capitol Police
have increased in recent years,
rising to 9,625 last year from
3,939 in 2017.

There have been other in-
stances of political violence or
attempted violence in recent
years. In 2011, a 22-year-old
gunman shot then-Rep. Gabri-
elle Giffords (D., Ariz.) and 19
others outside a Tucson super-
market, where she was meeting
with constituents. Six of the
victims died, and Ms. Giffords
resigned from Congress at the
end of her term due to the inju-
ries she sustained.

More recently, a man was
arrested early this year outside
Supreme Court Justice Brett
Kavanaugh’s home. He was
charged with attempting to as-
sassinate the justice. According
to an FBI agent’s affidavit, the
man said he intended to kill
Justice Kavanaugh over the
court’s leaked draft opinion on
abortion access and concerns
that Justice Kavanaugh could
vote to loosen gun regulations
in another pending Supreme
Court case.

—Lindsay Wise, Jim Carlton,

Siobhan Hughes and Tarini
Parti contributed to this article.
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Global Policy Rifts Fuel Risks to

World economy faces
heightened threats as
major powers work to
weaken each other

By JoN HILSENRATH
AND AUSTEN HUFFORD

The global economy is once
again under strain, but this
time without the international
cooperation that helped re-
solve previous post-Cold War
crises. Instead, many of the
world’s biggest powers are
now intent on undermining
each other, with unsettling
economic implications.

“There is a level of weap-
onizing the economy that we
have not seen for, perhaps, de-
cades,” said Adam Posen, pres-
ident of the Peterson Institute
for International Economics.
“You've got G-20 economies
actively trying to harm other
G-20 economies. This is a dif-
ferent world.”

Europe might already be in a
recession driven by higher en-
ergy prices, economists say, a
result of Russia cutting off nat-
ural-gas supplies and an immi-
nent ban by Europe on imports
of Russian oil. At the same
time, the European Central
Bank raised its key interest rate
on Thursday to 1.50% from
0.75%, an effort to stem infla-
tion that will likely weigh on
output even more.

The Commerce Department
reported Thursday that U.S. in-
flation-adjusted gross domestic
product grew at a 2.6% annual
rate in the third quarter after
contracting in the first half of
the year. However, consumer
spending was sluggish, housing
contracted and many econo-
mists warn the world’s largest
economy is weakening again.
Federal Reserve interest-rate
increases are crushing housing,
and gasoline prices have risen
after a summer respite.

Part of the problem: Saudi
Arabia thumbed its nose at
U.S. pleas that it alleviate in-
flation by increasing oil pro-
duction. Both sides are now
re-examining their long-term
strategic alliance.

China’s economy grew 3.9%
in the third quarter from a year
earlier, according to govern-
ment estimates, a rebound
from the second quarter but
well below the official target of
5.5%. Chinese demand has been
weighed down by slumping
property prices, Covid-19 re-
strictions and growing tensions
with the U.S., which recently
said it would restrict the flow
of semiconductors and related
equipment and expertise to
China. At the same time, the
U.S. and its allies are pressing
Russia with a growing range of
economic sanctions.

In short, the global coopera-
tion that once flowered under
what President George H.W.

Bush 30 years ago called a
“new world order” has
morphed into outright discord.

This means lost economic
productivity and profits every-
where, a drag on stock markets
and weaker wage growth, Mr.
Posen said.

Nathan Sheets, a Citigroup
economist and former chief in-
ternational economist for the
Federal Reserve, projects “roll-
ing recessions” in the next 12
months, first hitting Europe be-
cause of the energy squeeze
and later the U.S,, as interest-
rate increases slow household
and business demand.

This panoply of threats is
showing up in some business
results. “Rising global interest
rates, deterioration in U.S. eco-
nomic conditions, economic
weakness in China and Europe,
along with China’s zero-toler-
ance Covid policy, all negatively
impacted domestic container-
board and box demand,”
Thomas Hassfurther, executive
vice president at Packaging
Corporation of America, an Illi-
nois-based cardboard-box and
paper maker, said Tuesday in a
call with analysts. “We expect
the majority of these condi-
tions to continue.”

Another source of global
tension is the Fed, which isn’t
trying to undermine U.S. trad-
ing partners but is nevertheless
taking actions that reverberate
around the world. By raising in-
terest rates, it is slowing U.S.
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consumer demand. One result:
Imports fell sharply in the third
quarter.

Fed rate increases also have
global financial consequences.
International capital is flowing
away from other countries and
into U.S. bonds and bank de-
posits. This in turn drives down
the currencies of other coun-
tries against the dollar, raising
what they pay for food and oil
and other commodities typi-
cally priced in dollars.

Some foreign central banks
are raising interest rates to
limit the decline in their own
currencies, which hurts their
economic growth.

Many investors, business ex-
ecutives and policy makers be-
gan the year hoping the global
economy would return to nor-
mal more than two years after
the emergence of Covid.

In 2020 and 2021, Covid and
business shutdowns related to
the pandemic tangled global
production and shipping, making
it difficult for companies to tap
supplies from abroad. Now some
U.S. multinationals say their
problems are related to global
demand rather than supply.

U.S. appliance manufacturer
Whirlpool Corp. said this
month it had cut global pro-
duction by 35% to reduce in-

rowth

ventories.

“In key countries across the
globe, we saw double-digit de-
mand declines,” President Jo-
seph Liotine told analysts.
“This is pretty much the same
level of production as [the sec-
ond quarter of] 2020, when we
were faced with global Covid
shutdowns.”

In the eurozone, S&P Global
estimates services and manu-
facturing output contracted for
four straight months through
October, with Germany experi-
encing an especially sharp fall.
Now the region faces the risk of
natural-gas shortages and fuel
rationing this winter.

Mr. Sheets, from Citigroup,
figures that two things could go
right to improve the outlook.
One is good weather in Europe,
which would diminish demand
for scarce energy.

The other, he said, is some
moderation in U.S. inflation.
That would give the Fed leeway
to stop raising interest rates
and take pressure off U.S. trad-
ing partners.

Strained supply chains show
signs of improving, he said,
which could ease pressure on
the prices of globally traded
goods. However, economists
have repeatedly predicted that
broader inflation pressures
would dissipate in the past 12
months. So far they haven’t.

—Jason Douglas
and Lingling Wei
contributed to this article.

Japan’s Central Bank Gets Closer to Stable Inflation

By MEGuMI Fusikawa

TOKYO—Japan is getting
closer to achieving the slow
and steady inflation that its
central bank governor has
been pursuing for nine years.
The one missing element is
wages, which aren’t going up
much and could lead to an-
other disappointment.

The Bank of Japan said Fri-
day it expected a measure of
core inflation that excludes
volatile fresh-food and energy
prices to stabilize around 1.6%

in the two years ending March
2025. Currently, prices are ris-
ing at around a 3% clip, driven
by a surge in global energy
prices and a fall in the yen,
which raises import prices.

If the soft landing predicted
by the central bank takes
place, it would virtually accom-
plish Gov. Haruhiko Kuroda’s
mission, first set in 2013 and
never achieved, of having sta-
ble inflation of around 2%.

At a news conference, Mr.
Kuroda was cautious about
how close the central bank was

to its target, but he said, “It is
true that we are approaching
the path toward 2% inflation.”
He said the forecast showed
Japan was moving toward a
sustained inflation in which
most prices move up modestly,
rather than sharp rises in just
a few items such as gasoline.
The ability of Japan’s cen-
tral-bank chief to look at infla-
tion figures with even partial
satisfaction sets him apart
from its peers. The Federal Re-
serve is rapidly increasing in-
terest rates with inflation run-

ning above 8%, far beyond its
target, and a similar situation
prevails in the eurozone.
Japan’s problem in recent
decades has generally been flat
or falling prices. While con-
sumers may appreciate price
cuts, sluggish prices were part
of a general stagnation in
which wages and corporate in-
vestment also failed to rise,
leading to slow growth.
Daiwa Securities economist
Mari Iwashita said Japanese
companies were finding it eas-
ier to pass on higher costs. So

far this year, she said, “some
companies are conducting mul-
tiple price increases, instead of
cutting prices to revive de-
mand for the products on
which they raised prices previ-
ously.”

In an ideal world, compa-
nies that can raise prices
would also raise workers’ pay
and have an incentive to invest
in new products or services.
Still, Japan has declared vic-
tory over its price problems
many times, only to find it was
premature.

Mr. Kuroda said the country
still needed monetary stimulus
to ensure that it didn’t return
to deflation once the current
bout of price rises triggered by
global events passes. He ob-
served that the recent price
rises haven’t been accompa-
nied by significant wage in-
creases.

Overall wages rose 1.7% in
August, according to the Min-
istry of Health, Labor and Wel-
fare. Workers made less in real
terms after inflation, the min-
istry said.

Wages
And Prices

Increase

Continued fromPage One
near a four-decade high.

The Fed’s preferred mea-
sure of inflation—the per-
sonal-consumption expendi-
tures price index—rose 6.2% in
September from a year earlier,
the Commerce Department
said. When stripped of volatile
food and energy prices, the so-
called core index rose 5.1%, up
from 4.9% in August—the
strongest pace since March.

The new data didn’t change
the overall inflation picture,
leaving Fed officials on course
to raise interest rates by 0.75
percentage point at their meet-
ing next week and possibly en-
tertain a half-percentage-point
increase in December.

U.S. stocks rose Friday, with
big gains by Apple Inc. helping
offset declines among con-
sumer discretionary stocks
weighed down by a sales
warning from e-commerce gi-
ant Amazon.com Inc.

The tech-heavy Nasdaq
Composite Index rose 309.78
points, or 2.9%, to 11102.45,
bouncing back after two days
of declines. The S&P 500
added 93.76 points, or 2.5%, to
3901.06 while the Dow Jones
Industrial Average was up
828.52 points, or 2.6%, to
32861.80. All three indexes fin-
ished the week with gains.

The wage report doesn’t de-
rail the prospects for slowing
rate increases in December be-
cause it shows wage growth
didn’t accelerate through the
middle of the year. The report
offers potential hints “that we
are moving past the firmest
period for wage inflation,”
said Daniel Silver, an econo-
mist at JPMorgan Chase.

But the compensation report
also doesn’t do much to ease
concerns about more persistent
price pressures in the service
sectors of the economy, which
could keep the Fed raising in-
terest rates slightly higher in
2023 than officials had antici-
pated at their meeting last
month. The data “will keep the
heat on the Fed,” said Omair
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Sharif, head of economic advi-
sory firm Inflation Insights LLC.

Services workers led com-
pensation gains with an in-
crease of 7.7% in the third quar-
ter from the year-earlier period,
the Labor Department said. Re-
tail, leisure and hospitality and
nursing workers also saw big
increases. Workers in financial,
management, and professional
services received the smallest
wage and benefit increases, the
department added.

Third-quarter private-sec-
tor wages and salaries, when
adjusted for inflation, declined
2.7% compared with a year
ago.

The U.S. central bank is try-
ing to reduce price pressures

Total compensation for all
civilian workers, change
from a year earlier, quarterly

5% RECESSION

1
L I
2005 10 15 20

Source: Labor Department via St. Louis Fed

to prevent inflation from be-
coming entrenched. Fed offi-
cials are worried that if con-
sumers and businesses expect
higher prices to persist, that
will create a self-fulfilling cy-
cle of high inflation that is
even harder to stop.

“When that happens, we
lose control of inflation expec-
tations and all hell breaks
loose,” said Fed governor
Christopher Waller in remarks
this month. “And we saw that
in the 1970s. So it’s really crit-
ical for us to get inflation
down so that process doesn’t
happen.”

To prevent that from hap-
pening, Fed officials have in-
creased rates aggressively this
year. A 0.75 percentage point
increase at next week’s two-
day policy meeting, which
concludes Wednesday, would
be the sixth rate rise this year
and bring the Fed’s benchmark
federal-funds rate to a range
between 3.75% and 4%.

“This week is offering more
questions to the Fed than an-
swers about the true trajec-
tory of the economy,” said
Agron Nicaj, U.S. economist at
MUFG. “There are some signs
of slowing down, but it’s not
enough to indicate a trend for
the Fed quite yet to get them
off their track of interest rate
hikes.”

Some employers and staff-
ing agencies say they see wage
pressures beginning to ease.

David Weilert, president of
Catoosa, Okla.-based Viking

Packing Specialist, an indus-
trial packaging manufacturer,
said a tight labor market has
led him to seek out employees
he wouldn’t have previously
considered.

In recent months, to deal
with urgent staffing needs, he
turned to a state program that
contracts out workers from a
local prison for $27 an hour.
That was significantly more
than he would pay a worker on
the open market, or through
the temp agency he often relies
on, which charges $19 an hour,
of which $13 goes to the
worker, Mr. Weilert said.

More recently, however, hir-
ing has become easier, making
him less likely to rely on
prison workers, he said.

“We’re weaning ourselves
off that program because
we’re seeing more and more
people who are willing to
work for $15 an hour,” Mr.
Weilert said.

Recruiters report that the
intense competition for work-
ers earlier this year has de-
clined recently and employers
have become pickier about
whom they hire or whether
they decide to fill a position.

“Many clients are becoming
more selective and requesting
to see more candidates for
their open positions,” said M.
Keith Waddell, chief executive
of Robert Half International
Inc., a recruiting firm, on an
earnings call last week.

—Harriet Torry
contributed to this article.

Consumer Spending
Rises as Essentials
Take Out Bigger Bite

By HARRIET TORRY

Americans stepped up their
spending and slowed their
saving in September as they
faced higher prices, especially
for services such as housing,
utilities and transportation.

Consumer spending in-
creased by a seasonally ad-
justed 0.6% last month, the
Commerce Department said
Friday. Households spent more
on essentials like rent, food
and commuting as their prices
continued to march higher.

Overall consumer prices
rose 6.2% in September from a
year earlier, the same pace as
in August and near a 40-year
high, according to the Federal
Reserve’s preferred inflation
measure, the personal-con-
sumption expenditures price
index.

The gap between Ameri-
cans’ incomes and outlays
widened in September, a sign
that households are strained
by rising prices despite a
strong labor market. Ameri-
cans’ incomes were flat when
factoring in price changes, a
worsening from August when
they rose 0.2%, and their infla-
tion-adjusted spending in-
creased a more modest 0.3%.

“I think the consumer back-
drop is slowing but still
strong,” said Wilmington
Trust’s Chief Economist Luke
Tilley, noting that many con-
sumers have spent down the
savings they accumulated
thanks to fiscal stimulus dur-
ing the pandemic.

The personal saving rate, a
measure of how much money
people have left over after
spending and taxes, fell to 3.1%
from 3.4% in August. It is
down from 7.9% a year ago as
consumers tap their rainy-day
funds.

U.S. credit-card balances hit
$916 billion in September, re-
turning to prepandemic levels,
credit-reporting firm Equifax
Inc. said. Balances are up 9%
from January and about 23%
higher than their pandemic

low in April 2021.

A closely watched reading
of underlying inflationary
pressures, meanwhile, picked
up last month and remained
near a four-decade high. When
stripped of volatile food and
energy prices, the PCE price
index strengthened to a 5.1%
year-over-year increase—the
strongest pace since March.

Consumer spending ac-
counts for roughly two-thirds
of total U.S. economic output.

On Thursday, Amazon.com
Inc. projected sales in the cur-
rent quarter would be far be-
low expectations. Amazon’s
massive retail business, which
now generates more than $350
billion in annual sales, is par-
ticularly exposed to consum-
ers across the globe who are
seeing their spending power
crimped by rising inflation.

Consumers’ outlook for the
U.S. economy improved
slightly in October but re-
mained at a relatively low
level amid concerns about in-
flation, according to a final
reading from the University of
Michigan’s sentiment index.

“Given consumers’ ongoing
unease over the economy,
most notably this month
among higher-income consum-
ers, any continued weakening
in incomes or wealth could
lead to further pullbacks in
spending that would reinforce
other risks of recession,” said
Joanne Hsu, director of the
surveys of consumers.

Tyler Lahti, an accountant
living in Smyrna, Ga., said he
is noticing inflation creeping
into day-to-day expenses. In-
stead of going out for dinner,
he and his girlfriend typically
go out for drinks instead and
cook food at home.

The 32-year-old switched to
a higher-paying job this spring
and locked in low interest
rates when he bought a car in
2020 and a house in 2021.
Still, he said he has started
buying $90 running sneakers
instead of $160 ones to save
money.
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High-Octane Rock 'n’ Roller
Leaped to Stardom, Scandal

By NEIL SHAH

Jerry Lee Lewis, the last of
the 1950s rock 'n’ roll super-
stars, whose wild stage antics
and piano-pounding perfor-
mances fueled a brief run of
smash hits that was overshad-
owed by controversy and who
made a comeback as a country
artist, died Friday morning at
age 87.

He passed away of natural
causes at his home in DeSoto
County, in Mississippi, south
of Memphis, Tenn., a repre-
sentative said.

Mr. Lewis, who was born in
Ferriday, La., on Sept. 29, 1935,
——— had re-
OBITUARY mained ac-
JERRY LEE LEWIS tive in the
1935-2022 2010s, per-

forming
shows and releasing an album,
“Rock & Roll Time,” in 2014. He
suffered a stroke in 2019.

One of the pantheon of rock
n’ roll innovators in the 1950s
that also includes Elvis Presley,
Chuck Berry and Fats Domino,
Mr. Lewis’s gospel-influenced
boogie-woogie straddled the
fence between the sacred and
the profane, much like his con-
temporary Little Richard. At the
same time, Mr. Lewis brought a
rowdiness and a sense of aban-
don to his performances. His
electrifying, unhinged concerts
made him a rebel hero to Amer-
ican teens—the prototype for
the rock 'n’ roll wild man.

Mr. Lewis’s personal life
was equally volatile. Even by
the standards of later rock
musicians, his story was filled
with tragic loss and troubling
behavior.

He grew up poor and gravi-
tated to an eclectic mix of
sounds: country star Jimmie
Rodgers, local R&B, gospel mu-
sic. At 14 years old, Mr. Lewis
made his debut performing at
the opening of a car dealership.
In 1956, he signed with Sam
Phillips’s Mempbhis label Sun Re-
cords, where he started playing

FRANK PERRY/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Jerry Lee Lewis performing in 1987 in France. His antics paved the way for generations of acts.

more rock 'n’ roll.

Mr. Lewis became one of Sun
Records’ stars; Elvis Presley be-
came a rival. If Mr. Presley was
packaged for the public as a
crowd pleaser, like the Beatles,
Mr. Lewis was similar to the
more rebellious Rolling Stones.

His 1957 smash “Whole Lot
of Shakin’ Going On,” which
reached No. 3 on the Billboard
chart, sold millions of copies,
followed by “Great Balls of
Fire,” which peaked at No. 2.
For about six months, Mr. Lewis
was pop royalty.

Nicknamed “The Killer,” Mr.
Lewis delivered highly dra-
matic performances that
paved the way for generations
of acts, including Elton John.
At times, he resembled a fiery
preacher—he sneered,
slammed his piano, kicked
over his bench. “When I sit
down, I do feel like I'm
preaching through the piano,
like a sermon,” Mr. Lewis told
The Wall Street Journal in
2014. One of his cousins is the
televangelist Jimmy Swaggart.

Controversy derailed his as-

cent to stardom in 1958, when
the British press attacked him
for marrying Myra Gale
Brown, his 13-year-old cousin.
At the time, Mr. Lewis was 22;
Ms. Brown, with whom he
eventually had two children,
was his third of seven wives.
His tour was canceled.

“I grew up in a place and
time when marrying at that
age was not uncommon,” he
told the Journal in 2010. In the
aftermath of the scandal, Mr.
Lewis’s career lost consider-
able momentum, though he
still toured extensively. His
style of ’50s rock ’n’ roll de-
clined in popularity. In 1962,
his 3-year-old son drowned.

In the late 1960s, Mr. Lewis
made a comeback as a country
singer and notched major hits
on the country charts for
years, even if his reputation
remained rooted in rock ’n’
roll. In 1973, another son died,
in an auto accident, at age 19.

A few years later, Mr. Lewis
accidentally shot his bassist.
In 1982, his fourth wife
drowned in a pool shortly be-

fore their divorce settlement;
a fifth wife also died.

In later years, Mr. Lewis’s
personal life remained chaotic:
health problems, addiction,
fights with tax authorities. Yet
he continued making music
and performing, becoming a
member of the first class of
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in-
ductees in 1986. In 2022, Mr.
Lewis entered the Country
Music Hall of Fame.

Throughout his life, Mr.
Lewis struggled to reconcile
faith and the temptations of ex-
cess. He himself often said rock
n’ roll was the devil’s music.

In his biography of Mr.
Lewis, “Hellfire,” the Ilate
writer Nick Tosches described
“Whole Lot of Shakin’” Going
On,” which was released in
April 1957, as getting “louder
and more ominous” as the
summer passed. “It was every-
where, blasting forth like thun-
der without rain from cars and
bars and all the open windows
of the unsaved,” Mr. Tosches
wrote. “Its wicked rhythm de-
voured the young of the land.”

Pastor Led Storied
Abyssinian Baptist
Church for Decades

By TALAL ANSARI

The Rev. Calvin Butts III, pas-
tor of Abyssinian Baptist
Church in New York, died Fri-
day. He was 73.

The church, considered one
of the most influential Black
houses of worship in the nation,
announced his death Friday
morning.

“It is with profound sadness,
we announce the passing of our
beloved pastor, Reverend Dr.
Calvin O. Butts, III, who peace-
fully transitioned in the early
morning of October 28, 2022,”
the church said in a statement.
—_—— Mr. Butts
OBITUARY served in
CALVIN BUTTS lll Abyssin-
1949-2022 ian’s minis-

try for 50
years, joining as an executive
minister in 1972 and becoming
its 20th pastor in 1989.

The church, founded in 1808,
is well-known for its racial-jus-
tice efforts, most notably by
former pastors Adam Clayton
Powell Sr. and his son of the
same name. The senior Mr.
Powell was an early member of
the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, as well as a colleague of
Booker T. Washington and
W.E.B. DuBois.

The Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr. visited Abyssinian and
preached at the church’s 157th
anniversary in 1965.

Mr. Butts was born in Bridge-
port, Conn., in 1949 and grew up
in New York City. He attended
Morehouse College in Atlanta,
and earned a bachelor of arts in
philosophy before moving to
New York, later getting his mas-
ter of divinity from the Union
Theological Seminary and a
doctorate of ministry in church
and public policy from Drew
University in Madison, N.J.

Mr. Butts also served
as president of the State Univer-
sity of New York College at Old
Westbury for many years and
founded the Abyssinian Devel-
opment Corporation, a non-
profit that oversaw $1 billion in
housing and commercial devel-
opment in Harlem.

“Rev. Butts was a major pil-
lar in the Harlem community
and is irreplaceable. He was a
dominant faith and academic
leader for decades,” The Rev. Al
Sharpton said in a statement.

A representative of the
church said Mr. Butts had been
diagnosed with cancer.

During Mr. Butts’ time as
pastor of the church, he led a
campaign to eliminate negative
billboard advertising in Harlem
and other New York City com-
munities. In the early 1990s, he
advocated against negative, vio-
lent, or misogynistic messages
in rap music.

Mr. Butts leaves behind a
wife, three children and six
grandchildren.

The Rev. Calvin Butts lll served in Abyssinian’s ministry for 50 years.
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Card Debt
Is Back to
2019 Levels

Continued from Page One
decline. The rising cost of
food, gasoline and housing,
meanwhile, has strained
household budgets, forcing
some Americans to use their
credit cards to make ends
meet.

The trillions of dollars in
rainy-day funds Americans
built up during the pandemic
are dwindling. The personal
saving rate as a share of dis-
posable personal income fell
to 3.3% in the third quarter,
one of the lowest readings go-
ing back to the late 1940s and
down from 26.4% in the sec-
ond quarter of 2020, accord-
ing to the Bureau of Economic
Analysis.

“You have an increasing
number of people running out
of that excess savings, but it’s
small,” said Mark Zandi, chief
economist at Moody’s Analyt-
ics. “The folks who are the
most pressed are starting to
turn to debt to supplement
their income to maintain their
spending.”

Some card issuers have be-
gun pulling back on lending to
consumers they deem to be
the most vulnerable in a reces-
sion. Nearly all set aside
money to cover loan losses in
a potential recession.

Consumers had credit-card
debt of $5,529 on average in
September. That figure has
been rising but remains below
its prepandemic peak, accord-

Total outstanding U.S.
credit-card debt, monthly*
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ing to the credit-score pro-
vider VantageScore Solutions
LLC.

At JPMorgan Chase & Co.,
credit-card balances that are
carried from month to month
increased 15% in the third
quarter from a year prior, but
they remain slightly below
prepandemic levels.

“Credit-card borrowing is
normalizing, not getting
worse,” Chief Executive Jamie
Dimon said on a call with ana-
lysts this month.

At Citigroup Inc. and Bank
of America Corp., general-
purpose credit-card spending
fell slightly from the second
to the third quarter while bal-
ances increased, evidence that
people who are carrying debt
from month to month are
contributing to rising loan
balances.

Some issuers have
reduced lending to
those they see most
at risk in a slump.

Interest-earning balances
on Citigroup general-purpose
cards grew 9% in the third
quarter from the year-earlier
period. The bank said it ex-
pects those balances to con-
tinue to grow in the fourth
quarter.

The increases follow a pe-
riod of record card issuance
for borrowers of all stripes.
Lenders issued nearly 47 mil-
lion general-purpose credit
cards during the first seven
months of the year, up 17%
from a year earlier and the
highest level for the period,

Mailed credit-card solicitations
with 0% interest-rate offers,
first nine months of the year*
B 0% purchases

M 0% balance transfers

2.0billion
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“Includes general-purpose and store credit New card acquisitions; data are estimates
Sources: Equifax (debt); Mintel Comperemedia (solicitations)

according to data from Equifax
that goes back to 2011. Nearly
9.6 million of those cards were
issued to people with credit
scores below 620, the highest
for the period and up 8% from
a year earlier.

Prime and subprime con-
sumers who received a new
general-purpose card in July
were given average spending
limits of $5,115 and $892, re-
spectively, up about 15% from
a year prior and nearly back
to prepandemic levels.

Despite rising interest
rates, issuers have ramped up
offers for cards that don’t
charge interest on purchases
or balance transfers for a pe-
riod. That could be contribut-
ing to the increase in balances,
because borrowers have less
incentive to pay down their
debt during the promotional
period.

Costly car repairs and
higher housing costs led
Sarah Shah to start racking
up credit-card debt last year.
This summer, she transferred
about $10,000 of the roughly
$13,000 she owes to a new
card with a temporary 0%
rate.

“It just creeps up on you
when you have a bunch of
things that go wrong,” she
said.

There are early signs of
caution. Some 2.2% of banks
eased credit standards for
credit-card approvals in the
second quarter, according to a
Federal Reserve survey of se-
nior loan officers, down from
14.6% in the first quarter and
39.3% a year prior.

Discover Financial Services
began tightening underwriting
in the third quarter for new
card approvals for “segments
that will be most volatile in a
downturn” such as people who
are on the “lower end of
prime,” Chief Executive Roger
Hochschild said on an earn-
ings call.

Still, he said, credit cards
remain an attractive area for
banks.

“I’d say overall, a very good
environment,” Mr. Hochschild
said in an interview. “And
that’s part of why you’re see-
ing such strong growth.”

Watch a Video
E E Scan this code
for a video

-Iw
about the rise
5 in credit-card

¢ debtin the US.
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Russia Says 82,000 New Troops Deployed

Putin is hoping the
soldiers can help gain
the offensive in the
war in Ukraine

By IAN LOVETT
AND GEORGI KANTCHEV

Russia has sent 82,000 newly
conscripted men to Ukraine in
just over a month, according to
the country’s defense minister,
as Russian President Vladimir
Putin seeks to turn the tide of
the war in Ukraine.

Sergei Shoigu, the defense
minister, said Friday that the
mobilization of hundreds of
thousands of men ordered by
Mr. Putin on Sept. 21 was com-
plete. Half of those sent to
Ukraine have been assigned to
combat units, he said.

The mobilization has rocked
Russian society, sending hun-
dreds of thousands of men
fleeing the country to avoid
call-ups and stirring public out-
cry, after six months in which
many Russians had hardly been
affected by the conflict.

Mr. Putin is hoping the new
troops can help Russia gain
the offensive in the war, which
has swung in Ukraine’s favor
in recent months.

“We are preparing for this—
we are preparing for the fact
that the current Russian lead-
ership will look for any new
opportunities to continue the
war,” Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky said Friday.

In addition to the men al-
ready sent to the conflict
zone, 218,000 others are still
in training, Mr. Shoigu said,
and no further mobilization
was planned. The 300,000
troops who have been called
up is roughly double the num-
ber who massed on the Ukrai-
nian border at the start of the

Mobilized Russmn reservists undergo combat training at the Central Military District Tralmng Center in the village of Yelansky.

invasion in February, accord-
ing to U.S. officials’ estimates.

After the mobilization an-
nouncement, many complained
on social media of equipment
shortages, poor living condi-
tions and little training before
they were sent to fight.

Mr. Shoigu on Friday ac-
knowledged the issues but
said those have been solved.

“Today, the most important
thing is equipment, training,
coordination,” Mr. Putin said.

Ukrainian forces, meanwhile,
are bracing for the arrival of
new troops, most of whom will
begin to arrive at the front lines
within the next two weeks, ac-
cording to military officials.

“The main involvement of
those mobilized in the combat
zone is expected approxi-
mately in 1%, two weeks.
Probably to restrain our ac-
tions in certain areas of the
front, as well as to evenly
strengthen other areas of the
front,” said General Staff Dep-
uty Chief Oleksii Hromov.

The Russian Defense Minis-
try didn’t respond to a request
to comment.

Mobilized Russian soldiers
have been fighting—and dy-
ing—in Ukraine for several
weeks. In Kherson, the south-
ern regional capital where
both sides are gearing up for a
battle, soldiers who appear to

have been mobilized recently
have become an overwhelming
presence on the streets in re-
cent weeks, residents said.
The British Ministry of De-
fense said Friday that Moscow
is attempting to use the mobi-
lized men to reinforce its posi-
tions on the west bank of the
Dnipro River, where Kherson
is located. However, the Rus-
sian units remain under-
manned, the ministry said.
“Russian officers described
companies in the Kherson sec-
tor as consisting of between
six and eight men each,” the
ministry wrote on Twitter.
“Companies should deploy
with around 100 personnel.”

For months, Ukrainian
forces have worked to cut off
Russian troops on the west
bank of the Dnipro River. Using
U.S.-supplied long-range rocket
systems, they have taken out
bridges across the river, as
well as ammunition depots and
logistics centers. With supply
lines largely cut, Russian
troops west of the river, in-
cluding in the city of Kherson,
are now likely severely under-
supplied, military analysts say.

Last week, Russian-installed
officials in Kherson began tell-
ing residents to leave the city,
in what they say was prepara-
tion for a Ukrainian assault.
Since then, tens of thousands
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of people have been ferried
across the Dnipro River to ter-
ritory more firmly under Rus-
sian control. Ukrainian offi-
cials have said the evacuations
are an effort to relocate Ukrai-
nian sympathizers to Russia
before Kherson is retaken.

In interviews, pro-Ukrainian
residents said last week they
would try to stay in Kherson
and wait for Ukrainian forces
to liberate them. Since then,
however, cellphone service in
the city has been almost com-
pletely cut, and Russian au-
thorities have sent conflicting
signals about whether the
evacuation across the river
was voluntary or mandatory.

On Friday, Kirill
Stremousov, deputy head of
the Russian-installed adminis-
tration in the Kherson region,
said the evacuation of civilians
from the city is complete.
Some 70,000 people have been
moved out of the region, Rus-
sian-installed officials have
said. More than half the city’s
prewar population of 300,000
fled before the evacuation be-
gan last week, residents said.

“It was not a forced evacua-
tion,” Mr. Stremousov said. “We
gave people the opportunity to
get out of the line of fire.”

Volodymyr Saldo, head of
the Russian administration in
the region, said people would
be allowed to return to the
city once the movement across
the river to the east slowed.

The Russian-installed civil
defense and emergency ser-
vice said that crossings con-
tinued to be open for those
who wished to leave.

Though civilians have been
moved out of the city—and Rus-
sian officials said last week that
the situation west of the Dnipro
was very difficult—Ukrainian of-
ficials say Moscow is preparing
to fight to hold on to Kherson.

B 111
e1jing,
China’s top diplomat sig-
naled that Chinese leader Xi
Jinping, fresh from extending

his power for a norm-breaking
third term, intends to double-

By Josh Chin,
Ann M. Simmons
and Wenxin Fan

down on his tight relationship
with Russia’s Vladimir Putin—
driving an even deeper wedge
between the two authoritarian
rulers and the West.

In a Thursday phone call with
Russian counterpart Sergei Lav-
rov, Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said Beijing wants to
deepen its relationship with
Moscow “at all levels,” according
to a readout published by China’s

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
China firmly supports the ef-
forts of Mr. Putin “to unite and
lead the Russian people” and
“further establish Russia’s status
as a major power on the inter-
national stage,” Mr. Wang said.
Mr. Lavrov congratulated
Mr. Xi on his “utter success”
at a recently concluded Com-
munist Party congress in Bei-
jing, according to the Chinese
readout. In addition to secur-
ing his third term, Mr. Xi used
the congress to stack the
party’s top leadership with his
allies and protégés, paving the
way for him to rule China es-
sentially unchallenged.
Among the loyalists pro-
moted at the meeting was Mr.
Wang, who was named to the

party’s ruling Politburo, mak-
ing him the top foreign-affairs
official for both the party as
well as the government.

Though Beijing and Moscow
aren’t formal diplomatic allies,
the Chinese leader has been Mr.
Putin’s most powerful supporter.
The two spoke at a regional
summit in Uzbekistan in Sep-
tember, in the first face-to-face
meeting between the leaders
since the start of the Ukraine
war and Mr. Xi’s first trip abroad
since Covid-19 began spreading
significantly in the Chinese city
of Wuhan in early 2020.

Mr. Putin acknowledged Chi-
nese concerns about Ukraine
during that meeting, in what
some political analysts took as
a sign that Beijing was trying

to distance itself from Mos-
cow’s invasion of its neighbor.
Thursday’s call between the
foreign ministers likely was
driven by domestic concerns in
both countries, according to Yun
Sun, a China expert at the Stim-
son Center in Washington, D.C.
“Xi is in need of foreign vali-
dation of the result of the party
Congress. Putin is being chal-
lenged at home due to the war
in Ukraine,” she said. “The call is
more a demonstration of mutual
support by the two leaders.”
While Western powers con-
tinue to excoriate Mr. Putin for
his actions in Ukraine, many
countries in the global south,
led by Beijing, have continued to
stand behind the Russian leader.
China has expressed concerns

about the war and taken steps
to avoid Western sanctions, say-
ing it hasn’t provided weapons
to Russia. But Beijing has sup-
ported the Russian economy, in-
cluding with oil purchases.

Mr. Lavrov informed his Chi-
nese counterpart about the
course of what the Kremlin
calls its special military opera-
tion in Ukraine, a euphemism
for the war, and “expressed
gratitude to the Chinese side
for supporting Russia’s position
in favor of a fair settlement,”
according to a Russian Foreign
Ministry readout of the call.

Speaking at a policy confer-
ence in Moscow, on Thursday,
Mr. Putin said, “China under-
stands very well what the de-
sire of the West to advance the

Moscow to Bolster Ties in Xi’s Third Term

infrastructure of the NATO bloc
to our borders means for Rus-
sia,” adding that he respects
Beijing’s position of calling for
a peaceful solution to the crisis.
Mr. Putin called Mr. Xi a
“close friend,” describing Rus-
sian-Chinese relations as having
reached “an absolutely unprece-
dented level of openness, mu-
tual trust and efficiency.” The
Russian leader highlighted that
the two countries are now work-
ing together in all spheres, from
the military and technical to the
economic and cultural arenas.
In their call, Messrs. Wang
and Lavrov agreed to step up
coordination on the United Na-
tions Security Council and on
processes in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, the Russian readout said.

Drones Let
Iran Flex
Its Muscles

Continued from Page One
University of Southern Den-
mark. “Iran has one of the old-
est and, arguably, one of the
most efficient drone programs
in the world.”

While the international
community focused for years
on trying to constrain Iran’s
nuclear program, Tehran me-
thodically built an army of
drones that reached across the
Middle East. Iran and its prox-
ies have been accused of car-
rying out attacks on every-
thing from U.S. forces in Syria
and commercial ships in the
Arabian Sea to Israeli cities
and Saudi Arabia’s oil industry.

Since 2015, Iran and its
proxies have fired nearly 1,000
drones in attacks that have
killed hundreds of people in Ye-
men, Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates, Ukraine and the
Gulf of Oman, according to the
Saudi military and the Armed
Conflict Location and Event
Data Project, which collects and
analyzes information on pro-
tests and violence around the
world. In addition to Russia,
Iran has sold its drone technol-
ogy to friendly governments,
including Venezuela, Syria and
Ethiopia, according to the U.S.
Department of Defense.

Iranian and Russian officials
repeatedly have denied that
Tehran has provided Moscow
with drones to use in Ukraine.
“We strongly reject the base-
less accusations of some coun-
tries about Russia using Ira-

Iran is exporting sophisticated, low-cost drones in the Middle East and now in Ukraine’s frontlines.

MOHAJER-6

Unmanned aerial vehicle capable of carrying a
multispectral surveillance payload alone or with two

precision-guided munitions

Max speed: 124 mph

Max flying range: 124 miles
Weight: 1,323 Ibs.

In service: 2018

Origin: Iran

SHAHED-136

A suicide drone equipped with an
explosive warhead

Max speed: 115 mph
Max flying range: Up to 1,553 miles

Weight: 441 Ibs.
In service: 2021
Origin:Iran

Sources: Army Recognition; OE Data Integration Network

nian drones in the war against
Ukraine,” Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amir-Abdolla-
hian said Wednesday.

He invited Ukrainian officials
to hold a bilateral meeting with
Iran to present any evidence on
the claim Iran drones are being
used in the war. Earlier this
month, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said the Russian
army only uses domestically
produced equipment.

Ukrainian investigators dis-
secting the downed drones
used to target civilians and sol-
diers maintain they are Iranian
in origin, and that key parts
powering them are made in the
U.S., Europe and Asia, accord-
ing to an analysis viewed by
The Wall Street Journal.

The Western-made compo-
nents that guide, power and
steer the drones touch on a
vexing problem world leaders
face in trying to contain the
expanding threat: Although
Western nations have imposed
expansive sanctions on Iran,

the nation is able to rely on a
loosely regulated global supply
chain to build its drone fleet.

Ukrainian investigators have
traced Iranian drone compo-
nents back to U.S. companies,
including Texas Instruments
Inc., the Dallas-based technol-
ogy giant. Ellen Fishpaw, a

‘Drones have become
the spearhead of
Iranian power
projection globally’

Texas Instruments spokes-
woman, said the company is
investigating reports that its
products were used in the
weapons. “We do not support
or condone the use of our
products in applications they
weren’t designed for,” she said.

Iran’s emergence as one of
the world’s most adept pur-

Jemal R. Brinson / THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

veyors of deadly drones has
been decades in the making.
Its origins stretch back to the
1970s, when American defense
contractor Textron Inc. helped
set up a plant in Isfahan, cen-
tral Iran, to make military he-
licopters when the country
was ruled by Shah Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi, a U.S. ally.

The plant is now run by Iran
Aircraft Manufacturing Indus-
tries, a military-controlled
company, according to Iranian
corporate records, Iran’s semi-
official FARS news agency and
European security officials.

Iran developed its first
crude surveillance drone in the
mid-1980s, during its war with
neighboring Iraq, after the
Shah of Iran was toppled by a
revolution and the country was
isolated economically. The pro-
gram was overseen by then-
President Ali Khamenei, now
the country’s supreme leader,
the Fars news agency said.

One of its biggest advances
came in 2011 when Iran recov-

ered a downed American Sen-
tinel stealth drone. Weapons
experts say that Iran was able
to reverse engineer the U.S.
technology to create its own
version within three years.

Tehran has also established
a domestic production strat-
egy, insulating it more from
sanctions and spurring its ac-
quisition of parts from a global
array of suppliers. In 2018, an
aircraft-modeling company in
Germany received a routine
order for miniature-plane en-
gines from China. Two years
later, the device resurfaced in
the debris of an explosive
drone that Iran-backed rebels
used to target civilians in Ye-
men, according to a January
report by the United Nations
sanctions panel on Yemen.

Weapons experts also say
Iran was able to reverse engi-
neer an Israeli drone captured
by its Lebanese ally, Hezbol-
lah, to develop another sur-
veillance drone.

These weapons experts say
that Ukraine is now bearing the
brunt of Iran’s advanced drone
industry, turning the country
into a test bed for its weapons.

Russia has asked Iran to sup-
ply 2,400 of the Shahed-136 sui-
cide drones to use in Ukraine,
according to Ukraine’s intelli-
gence services and President
Volodymyr Zelensky. Ukrainian
forces have also brought down
a larger Mohajer-6 Iranian-
made drone that is capable of
carrying two bombs.

How quickly Iran can sup-
ply so many drones remains
an open question. Bernard
Hudson, a former Central In-
telligence Agency operations
officer who is now president
of Looking Glass Global Ser-
vices, a drone consulting firm,
estimates that Iran can make
about 100 drones a month.

U.S. Puts

Sanctions
On Iranian
Group

By Ian TALLEY

WASHINGTON—The Biden
administration on Friday levied
sanctions against an Iranian
foundation that has sponsored
a bounty on the writer Salman
Rushdie, who was stabbed in
August on a stage in New York.

Mr. Rushdie, who spent years
under police protection after
Iranian leaders called for his ex-
ecution over his 1988 book “The
Satanic Verses,” was stabbed
several times before a lecture in
New York’s Chautauqua Institu-
tion on Aug. 12. Federal authori-
ties are investigating what mo-
tivated the suspected attacker,
Hadi Matar, a New Jersey man
of Lebanese descent. He has
pleaded not guilty.

U.S. officials say elements of
the Iranian regime are liable
because of their support for the
fatwa, or Islamic edict, issued
by the country’s then-Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho-
meini. The novel, which fiction-
alized elements of the Prophet
Muhammad’s life, caused up-
roar among some Muslims,
who called it blasphemous.

Treasury said the 15th
Khordad Foundation was sanc-
tioned for allegedly assisting
and supporting an act of ter-
rorism. The foundation
couldn’t be reached for com-
ment. Mr. Rushdie’s literary
agency didn’t respond to a re-
quest for comment.
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By PauL HANNON

Russia Is Facing a Deep Recession

Russia is set for the deepest
recession of any large econ-
omy this year, according to
new forecasts from its central
bank—and economists forecast
a gloomy future as the wind-
fall from high energy prices
fades, sanctions tighten and
the country struggles to re-
place Europe as the main
buyer of its oil and gas.

The Russian economy is suf-
fering from the impact of sanc-
tions and the withdrawal of
Western businesses in the
wake of the invasion of
Ukraine in February. While
Russia has benefited from
soaring energy prices this year,
economists expect revenue to
fall sharply as the global econ-
omy slows and the West finds
substitutes for Russian energy.

The central bank’s forecast
of a drop in gross domestic
product of between 3% and
3.5% this year is less than it
had expected soon after the
start of the conflict. However,
the expected contraction
would likely be the biggest re-
corded by a member of the
Group of 20 largest economies.

Immediately after the inva-
sion, the bank expected the
economy to contract between
8% and 10% this year, and by
as much as 3% next year. It
now expects GDP to contract
between 1% and 4% next year.

Before the invasion, the
central bank expected the
economy to grow as much as
3% in 2022. That means the
war has cost the country more
than 7% of its GDP in lost out-
put this year alone.

The Bank of Russia left its
key interest rate unchanged
for the first meeting since
March, which was followed by
six straight rate cuts to 7.5%
from 20% as policy makers
succeeded in stabilizing the ru-
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The Bank of Russia forecast a contraction that likely would be the biggest in the G-20.

ble and the financial system in
the wake of Western sanctions.
The central bank warned
that the economy could suffer
a larger drop in output next
year if Russia faces tougher
sanctions, or weaker demand
from a slowing global econ-
omy. The European Union aims
to levy new sanctions on ship-
ping Russian crude worldwide.
“The difficulties are related
to the economy adjusting to
the kind of restrictions that
had previously been intro-
duced,” said Bank of Russia
head Elvira Nabiullina. “This
adaptation is taking place bet-
ter than our expectations. But
it doesn’t mean that is going to
be easy further on because of
course external pressure re-
mains. It may become stronger,
we’re very well aware of it.”
The bank said growth could
also suffer as a result of the
government’s September deci-
sion to recruit an additional
222,000 Russian troops.

“Later on it might start to
have a pro-inflationary im-
pact due to a shortage of
some specialist skills,” said
Ms. Nabiullina.

Sanctions and the voluntary
withdrawal of Western busi-
nesses have hit some parts of
the economy hard. According
to figures released Wednesday
by the Federal State Statistics
Service, car production in Sep-
tember was less than half of
its level a year earlier.

But the economy has been
cushioned by a surge in reve-
nue from energy exports. The
Kremlin’s steady reduction in
supplies of natural gas to Eu-
rope to around 20% of their
year-earlier levels in Septem-
ber has boosted Russian earn-
ings by sending world energy
prices sharply higher.

A new study by research in-
stitute Bruegel estimates that
higher prices have boosted
Russia’s revenue from energy
exports by $120 billion in the

first nine months of the year.
The economists estimate that
Russia will record a surplus in
its income from the rest of the
world over its expenditures
there of $240 billion this year,
falling to $100 billion in 2023.

However, the bounce in en-
ergy revenue is unlikely to
last. According to the Interna-
tional Energy Agency, Russia
will suffer a permanent decline
in energy production as a re-
sult of its invasion of Ukraine
and Europe’s subsequent loss
of trust in the country.

“Russian fossil fuel exports
never return—in any of our
scenarios—to the levels seen
in 2021,” the IEA said in a re-
port Thursday.

The research body said Rus-
sia’s share of global exports of
oil and gas could halve by
2030, and that it is unlikely
that China would replace lost
European markets for natural
gas given its ambitions to cut
carbon emissions.

West’s Plan to Cap
Oil Prices Is Delayed

By ANDREW DUEHREN
AND JOE WALLACE

WASHINGTON—The Biden
administration’s effort to roll
out a price cap on Russian oil
has hit delays, as the Treasury
Department tries to ease in-
dustry concerns about the
novel sanctions regime at the
center of the West’s economic
battle with Russia.

The U.S. and its allies are
preparing to bar businesses in
their countries from shipping,
financing and insuring Russian
oil on Dec. 5 unless the oil is
sold below a set price—and had
hoped to finalize the plan at
least a month ahead of time to
prepare oil markets. The U.S. is
coordinating the strategy with
other Group of Seven advanced
democracies and Australia.

That timeline is now slip-
ping. Officials aren’t planning
to set the level of the cap until
after the U.S. midterm elec-
tions on Nov. 8, according to
people familiar with the plans.
The absence of the final de-
tails about how the cap will
work has left the oil industry
wondering whether Russian oil
in transit on Dec. 5 will face
new sanctions requirements
when it arrives at its buyer.

“It’s roughly 40 days to De-
cember 5th, a typical voyage
to the longer routes from Rus-
sia run 45 to 60 days. So we’re
inside the window of a
stranded cargo, there’s some
risk that crude-oil prices could
rise as buyers bid for alterna-
tive sources,” said Kevin Book,
the managing director of
ClearView Energy Partners.

The slower timeline comes
as Biden administration offi-
cials are bracing for the possi-
bility that announcement of
the price cap would prompt

Russia to threaten to cut off oil
production and cause oil mar-
ket volatility. Those develop-
ments could weigh on Demo-
crats’ standing if they occurred
before an election that has
hinged in part on oil prices.
During the campaign, President
Biden has repeatedly pointed
to gasoline prices that have
fallen in recent months from a
record high earlier this year.
The process for receiving in-
dustry feedback on the plan, as
well as negotiations on price
both within the Biden adminis-
tration and with the other al-
lied countries, has also taken
longer than expected, accord-
ing to administration officials.
G-7 countries set to enforce the
cap are still working out their
own plans for the sanctions.
A push to set the level for the
price cap by mid-October
slowed after the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries and its Russia-led allies an-
nounced a production cut on
Oct. 5, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter. Biden ad-
ministration officials, who
scrambled to devise a range of
potential responses to the
OPEC+ move, wanted to evaluate
the price impact of the produc-
tion cut before selecting a price
for the cap, the people said.
The Treasury Department
has talked with the oil market
participants about the plan. The
department released prelimi-
nary guidance on the price cap
in September, advising compa-
nies they wouldn’t face penalties
under the plan if they inadver-
tently financed or insured Rus-
sian oil sold above the price cap.
For the U.S., the central goal
for the price cap is to keep Rus-
sian oil flowing to global mar-
kets while limiting the profit
Russia derives from the sales.

German Economy Unexpectedly Strong, but Woes Loom

By Tom FAIRLESS

FRANKFURT—Germany’s
economy grew modestly in the
three months through Septem-
ber, showing surprising strength
ahead of what economists ex-
pect to be a bleak period as the
region’s households and busi-
nesses wrestle with surging in-
terest rates and prices fanned
by Russia’s war in Ukraine.

The fate of Europe’s largest
economy and its traditional
growth engine is seen as cru-
cial to the rest of the conti-
nent as Europe’s economic war
with Russia intensifies. Ger-
many is particularly vulnera-
ble because of its past depen-
dence on Russian fossil fuel
and the importance of energy-
hungry manufacturers for the
country’s wealth and jobs.

Output in the country grew
0.3% in the three months
through September compared

with the previous quarter, Ger-
man federal statistics agency
Destatis said Friday. That was
better than most economists
had expected and marked a
slight acceleration from 0.1%
growth in the three months
through June, a change pow-
ered by consumer spending.
Meanwhile, inflation in Ger-
many rose to a record 10.4% in
October from 10% the previous
month, the agency said.
Europe’s economy is at a
crossroads. Growth is slowing
sharply across the region in
part because of high energy
prices and the European Cen-
tral Bank’s aggressive interest-
rate rises aimed at combating
inflation. The bank raised its
policy rate again on Thursday
to the highest level in more
than a decade, which will
weigh on households with vari-
able-rate mortgages and key in-
dustries such as construction.

Governments including Ger-
many’s have unveiled large
spending programs aimed at
shielding households and busi-
nesses from higher energy
costs, which should support
growth while potentially run-
ning counter to the ECB’s goal
of curbing inflation.

For now, consumer spending
appears to be holding up, espe-
cially in Germany, Friday’s data
showed. Electricity prices,
while still high compared with
last year, have fallen sharply in
recent days, some supply bot-
tlenecks are easing, and the
risk of energy rationing later in
the winter appears to have
eased. The eurozone’s unem-
ployment rate is at a record
low of 6.6%, which should sup-
port household spending. Some
indicators suggest business
sentiment is bottoming out.

Still, data and surveys pub-
lished Friday showed inflation

German GDP, change from
the previous quarter

2%

3Q2022
+0.3%

1Q2021

Source: Destatis

surging higher across the re-
gion in October and economic
sentiment weakening further.
Inflation in France increased to
6.2% from 5.6% the previous
month, and Italy’s rose to 11.9%

from 8.9%, those countries’ sta-
tistics agencies said. A closely
watched economic sentiment
indicator for the eurozone, pub-
lished Friday, declined in Octo-
ber to its lowest level in almost
two years, with consumers par-
ticularly pessimistic.

“This is likely to be just the
calm before the storm,” said
Jorg Krdmer, chief economist
at Commerzbank AG in Frank-
furt, of Friday’s growth data.
High inflation is causing con-
sumers’ purchasing power to
plummet, while key leading in-
dicators suggest a recession
ahead, he said.

Some forecasters, including
the International Monetary
Fund and the ECB, expect the
continent to endure a rela-
tively mild recession over the
coming months. Others, such
as Deutsche Bank AG, see a
deeper downturn next year, in-
cluding a decline in Germany’s

output of about 3.5%.

“We are on a knife’s edge”
when it comes to Europe’s gas
supplies this winter, Alfred
Kammer, director of the IMF’s
European department, said this
month. While many European
countries filled up their gas-
storage tanks in recent months,
a cold winter could still lead to
rationing, he said, which would
have devastating effects on
business. “This is not only a
problem of the winter of 22-23,
but the energy security issues
will last through 23 and into
the winter of 23-24.”

Commenting on the third-
quarter rise in German gross
domestic product, Destatis
said that the economy “contin-
ued to hold its ground despite
difficult global economic con-
ditions with the ongoing co-
rona pandemic, disrupted sup-
ply chains, rising prices and
the war in Ukraine.”
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Japan Eyes U.S. Weapons Buy

By ALASTAIR GALE
AND CHIEKO TSUNEOKA

TOKYO—Japan is in talks
with the U.S. about purchasing
Tomahawk cruise missiles so it
could more quickly gain the abil-
ity to attack North Korean and
Chinese military bases, people
familiar with the matter said.

The long-range missiles
would represent a big step up
in Tokyo’s ability to strike re-
gional rivals, a power that it
traditionally held back from
obtaining. Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida has said he wants
to improve deterrence, partic-
ularly after North Korea fired
a missile that flew over Japan
this month and China’s mili-
tary stepped up activity near
Japan and Taiwan.

Tokyo plans to extend the
range of a homegrown land-
launched missile system known
as Type 12 to be able to reach
North Korea and China, but the
new missiles won’t be available
for deployment until mid-2026
at the earliest, according to
Japan’s defense ministry.

Japan also plans to deploy
air-launched long-range cruise
missiles from Norway and the
U.S., but these aren’t sched-
uled to arrive for a few years,
a defense ministry official said.

People familiar with the
talks said the timeline of the
other missile projects led
Japan to look to U.S.-made
Tomahawk missiles as a more
immediate solution. The U.S.
currently sells Tomahawk mis-
siles only to the UK., but U.S.
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Long-range missiles would allow Tokyo to strike regional rivals.

leaders have encouraged Tokyo
to buy American military hard-
ware to improve its defenses.

“An existing U.S. system
like Tomahawks is the only
option for Japan if it wants to
deploy a capability quickly. It
would be a big deal if it hap-
pens,” said Christopher John-
stone, a former Pentagon offi-
cial. He is now Japan chair at
the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, a Wash-
ington, D.C., think tank.

A spokeswoman for the
State Department said it
couldn’t comment on potential
arms sales or transfers before
they are formally notified to
Congress. A spokesman for
Raytheon Technologies Corp.,
the manufacturer of Toma-
hawk missiles, declined to
comment.

A Japanese government
spokesman said Tokyo is study-
ing long-range strike capability

and nothing has been decided.

Earlier this year, a panel in
Japan’s ruling party said that
Tokyo would be justified in
aiming to destroy enemy mili-
tary facilities if an attack ap-
peared imminent. It called for
Japan to roughly double its
military spending to about 2%
of gross domestic product
over five years.

Japan is set to release a
new national security strategy
in December, as well as an
outline of military spending
plans for the next five years.

The longest-range Toma-
hawk missiles can fly as far as
1,500 miles, which would put
all of North Korea and China’s
coastal region in the range of
missiles fired from warships
near Japan. That is longer than
the roughly 600-mile range en-
visioned for the extended-
range version of Japan’s home-
grown Type 12 missiles.

North Korea
Fires Two
Ballistic
Missiles

By DasL Yoon

SEOUL—North Korea fired
two short-range ballistic mis-
siles on Friday, Seoul officials
said, as South Korea wraps up
its annual military exercises.

The missiles were fired be-
tween 11:59 a.m. and 12:18 p.m.
from Tongchon, a county on
North Korea’s east coast, said
Seoul’s military. They traveled
about 143 miles before splash-
ing into the waters between the
Korean Peninsula and Japan.

The two Koreas exchanged
fire near the maritime border
earlier this week, further rais-
ing tensions on the Korean Pen-
insula. South Korea has been
conducting annual military ex-
ercises as part of drills to pre-
pare for North Korea’s missile
and nuclear threats. Joint mari-
time exercises between Wash-
ington and Seoul ended Thurs-
day. North Korea has often
criticized the military drills as
hostile and provocative.

In recent state-media re-
ports, North Korea said the
South Korean military exer-
cises were escalating tensions
on the peninsula. Pyongyang
referred to the drills as justifi-
cation for its artillery fire ear-
lier this month. The U.S. and
South Korea are preparing to
stage major combined air
drills next week.
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Netanyahu
Has Slight

Advantage,
Polls Show

By Dov LIEBER

TEL AVIV—Former Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has a small advantage over his
rivals in Israel’s leadership
race, the last polls before Tues-
day’s election show, but a dead-
lock in the fifth ballot in three
years is also a likely outcome.

Following the collapse of
the government in the summer,
Israelis must decide between a
record third stint as premier
for Mr. Netanyahu, or return-
ing to the unique, unwieldy co-
alition of left-wing, centrist,
right-wing and Arab parties
that defeated him in 2021.

Friday’s polls—the final
ones that can be published un-
der Israeli law—gave Mr. Ne-
tanyahu a slight edge over his
top rival, Prime Minister Yair
Lapid. No party is expected to
win an outright majority, but
Messrs. Netanyahu and Lapid
have allies with whom they
would be expected to form a
governing coalition.

Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud party
was projected to win 30 seats,
according to the poll by news
organization Israel Hayom. His
bloc of right-wing and reli-
gious allies was projected to
win 61 seats in total, just
enough for a majority of Is-
rael’s 120-seat parliament.

Mr. Lapid’s Yesh Atid party
was projected to win 25 seats in
the same poll, and his anti-Ne-
tanyahu bloc would get 59 seats.

However, another poll Fri-
day by Israeli daily Maariv
showed Mr. Netanyahu and his
rivals in a deadlock with 60
seats each. Israel’s channels 11,
12 and 13 also showed a 60-60
deadlock between the two
camps in polls published Fri-
day night.

Friday’s polls broadly aligned
with other recent surveys that
showed Mr. Netanyahu and his
supporters gaining a slim ma-
jority, or falling just short.

With the camps neck and
neck, the election is likely to
be decided over which side
can best increase their voter
turnout. Mr. Netanyahu has
the advantage, political ana-
lysts say, because all four par-
ties in his bloc are slated to
comfortably win 3.25% of the
vote—a threshold for having
seats in parliament. Votes for
parties that get less than
3.25% are discarded.

Three parties in the anti-
Netanyahu bloc are hovering
near that political danger
zone, according to the Israel
Hayom poll. If any of them fail
to make it into parliament, Mr.
Netanyahu’s bloc would be cer-
tain to command a majority.

If Messrs. Lapid or Netan-
yahu pull off forming a coali-
tion, their government is likely
to be fragile. Any lawmaker
would have leverage to bring
down the government if their
demands weren’t met.

Mr. Netanyahu held the
country’s top seat from 2009
until last year, when his oppo-
nents joined forces to create a
narrow coalition of 61 seats.
That was the fourth election in
a two-year period of political
uncertainty kicked off by Mr.
Netanyahu’s indictment on
corruption charges in 2019,
and defections from his slim
governing coalition.

Mr. Lapid’s alliance is
united only in its opposition to
Mr. Netanyahu, who most co-
alition members Dbelieved
shouldn’t be allowed to run
the country while standing
trial for corruption charges.
Mr. Netanyahu denies any
wrongdoing.

Brazil’s Voters Focus on

By SAMANTHA PEARSON
AND LuciANA MAAGALHAES

SAO PAULO—If Luiz Indcio
Lula da Silva wins Brazil’s
election this weekend, it
would mark a major political
comeback for the ex-president,
who was convicted five years
ago on money-laundering and
corruption charges, signaling
that voters are focused mainly
on economic issues.

Sunday’s vote pits Mr. da
Silva, a longtime standard-
bearer for the Brazilian left
whose criminal convictions were
later annulled, against conserva-
tive President Jair Bolsonaro in
a campaign that has focused on
rising unemployment, mounting
inflation and pandemic policies.
Recent polls show Mr. da Silva,
who has promised to boost
spending on the poor, ahead by
about 5 percentage points.

In the first round he got
48.4%. Mr. Bolsonaro, who has
been criticized by opponents
for his Covid-19 response, got
43.2%. Covid killed about
688,000 people in Brazil.

About 44% of Brazilians be-
lieve it was right to convict
Mr. da Silva of corruption, ac-
cording to a poll last month by
Genial/Quaest. About a quarter
of respondents who said they
would vote for Mr. da Silva
also said he was correctly con-
victed, were unsure or didn’t
respond. Mr. da Silva has as-
serted his innocence.

Residents in Brazil’s poor
favela communities ranked
fighting corruption as only
their sixth priority, after job
creation, improving health ser-
vices, reducing inflation, com-
bating poverty, and education,
according to a recent poll by
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Electronic ballot boxes are delivered to a polling station in Brasilia ahead of Sunday’s presidential vote.

G-10 Favelas, a nonprofit or-
ganization. While Brazil’s eco-
nomic situation has improved
somewhat this year, unemploy-
ment rose to close to 15% in
the middle of last year, while
inflation accelerated to more
than 10% a few months later.

The scale of corruption in
Brazil is difficult to quantify,
but in 2015, the federal prosecu-
tors’ office estimated about 3%
of Brazil’s gross domestic prod-
uct is diverted every year into
the pockets of corrupt officials.

Mr. da Silva was convicted
of corruption and money laun-
dering in 2017 and 2019 as a
result of the wide-ranging Car
Wash graft investigation that
started in 2014. He was sen-
tenced to 8 years and 10
months, but released from jail
in November 2019 after 19
months in jail following a rul-
ing from the Supreme Court

that allowed him to appeal in
freedom. The court later an-
nulled his two convictions, say-
ing the cases were tried in the
wrong jurisdiction. The cases
were moved to a new jurisdic-
tion and not retried before the
statute of limitations expired.
The prospect of a victory
for Mr. da Silva is dismaying
to anticorruption campaigners,
they say. Some say it seems
the end of an era of wide-
spread prosecutions under the
Car Wash probe that charged
981 people and was held up as
a model of anticorruption ef-
forts in the developing world.
Mr. da Silva’s possible re-
election this weekend would
set a dangerous precedent,
said Bruno Garschagen, a po-
litical scientist and author.
Viviane Rocha, a student
from Sao Paulo, isn’t bothered
by the past conviction, saying

her aversion to his opponent
spoke more loudly. “Bolsonaro
is just the worst,” she said,
citing his handling of the pan-
demic and his derogatory
comments about women and
gay people. “He has no empa-
thy for the Brazilian people.”
Mr. Bolsonaro has defended
his handling of the pandemic,
but later apologized for some of
his most outspoken comments.
Almost 40% of Brazilians in
a Datafolha survey at the end
of July said they fear the ex-
army captain could attempt to
stage a military uprising to stay
in power if he loses the vote.
In the latest Corruption Per-
ceptions Index, reported by
nonprofit watchdog group
Transparency International in
2021, Brazil scored 38 points
out of 100. That is a lower
ranking than those of other big
South American countries, such
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as Colombia and Chile, and is
lower than Brazil’s own rating
of 43 points a decade ago.

With 33 million Brazilians
now unable to afford to buy
enough food to eat, compared
with about 19 million people in
the same situation at the end of
2020, according to the research
group Penssan, many voters
say they have more pressing
matters on their minds.

“We haven’t eaten meat at
home for weeks, maybe
months—everything is just so
expensive,” said Antonio dos
Santos, a road sweeper and fa-
ther of seven, who plans to
vote for Mr. da Silva.

Mr. Bolsonaro has also seen
his government, as well as his
family, hit by graft allegations.
Federal police made arrests
this month in an investigation
into what is being dubbed the
“secret budget”—a mechanism
created by Congress in 2019
that allows its members to di-
rect federal funding toward
projects in their home states
with little oversight. The mea-
sure is legal, but police said
they suspect it was being used
in some cases to illegally si-
phon off funds for projects
that didn’t exist. Political ri-
vals have accused Mr. Bolson-
aro of using the mechanism to
buy legislative support in Con-
gress. He has denied those ac-
cusations.

In 2020, prosecutors filed
graft charges against Mr. Bol-
sonaro’s eldest son, Flavio,
over allegations that at the
time he was a state deputy in
Rio de Janeiro he took part in
a scheme to hire government
workers who agreed to kick
back part of their salary. He
has denied wrongdoing.

Venezuelan Migrants Are Stranded in Mexico

By SANTIAGO PEREZ

PIEDRAS NEGRAS, Mexico—
Tens of thousands of Venezue-
lans are stranded in Mexico and
Central America after U.S. offi-
cials applied a Trump-era pol-
icy to deter a deluge in illegal
border crossings by Venezuelan
migrants that for months had
vexed the Biden administration.

The United Nations esti-
mates that the U.S. has since
Oct. 12 expelled more than
5,300 Venezuelans who had
arrived at the border back to
Mexico under Title 42, which
permits the expulsion of mi-
grants on grounds they might
be positive for Covid-19.

The Venezuelans, many
with children, are sleeping on
the streets and at overcrowded
shelters on the Mexican side of
the border, challenging local
authorities, Mexican officials
said. The migrants were ex-
pecting to cross and plead asy-
lum, then remain in the U.S.
Now, many of the Venezuelans
say they are despondent, hun-
gry and out of money after
traversing several countries
only to get shut out of the U.S.

“We had tremendous confi-
dence, we sold everything to
get here and suddenly the
door slammed in our faces,”
said Félix Rodriguez, a Venezu-
elan horse trainer who headed
north in September from Ar-
gentina, where he first fled.

In the campaign in the U.S.
ahead of next month’s midterm
elections, Republicans made
President Biden’s handling of
immigration a key line of attack.
Now, the Biden administration
is highlighting the results of its
new policy. U.S. immigration of-
ficials said illegal border cross-
ings by Venezuelans fell from
about 1,200 a day earlier this
month to 150 a day recently.

But the administration’s
shift in policy has angered im-

Venezuelan migrants have been sleeping i

migration and human-rights
advocates, and even raised
questions among some Demo-
crats, who say it expands a
Trump-era policy the adminis-
tration had aimed to dismantle
while withdrawing the possi-
bility for many Venezuelans to
apply for asylum at the border.
The change came after ap-
prehensions of migrants at the
U.S. southern border hit a re-
cord 2.2 million in the fiscal
year that ended Sept. 30. They
included more than 187,000
Venezuelans, a fourfold in-
crease over the previous year,
according to U.S. Customs and
Border Protection data.
Venezuela’s economic crisis—
marked by galloping inflation,
poverty and criminal violence—
has led 7.1 million Venezuelans,

il i

a quarter of the population, to
flee in recent years, the U.N. re-
cently said. Most migrated to
neighboring countries, but hard-
ship has driven thousands north
to the U.S. border as word
spread that Venezuelan mi-
grants could surrender to U.S.
authorities and request asylum
without facing expulsion be-
cause Venezuela’s government
doesn’t accept deportees.

In recent days, large groups
of Venezuelans thwarted from
reaching the U.S. have crowded
shelters in Mexican border cit-
ies. Many were on their way to
the U.S., having crossed the
dangerous jungle known as the
Darien Gap between Colombia
and Panama, when word came
about the policy shift.

“When the news reached us

| i [

n tents near the border between Mexico and the U.S. after Washington tightened asylum rules.

via WhatsApp and Facebook,
we suddenly began to see doz-
ens of people crying in the
street,” said Kevin Camejo, a
former police officer in Vene-
zuela who was stuck in Pie-
dras Negras.

The only legal option now
open to Venezuelans is the ad-
ministration’s “Volunteering
for Venezuela” program, al-
lowing up to 24,000 Venezue-
lans to apply online for admis-
sion if they have a U.S.
financial sponsor and pass na-
tional security checks. Venezu-
elans who qualify must enter
the U.S. at airports and won’t
be allowed to use ports of en-
try at the Mexico-U.S. border.

More than 7,500 Venezue-
lans have applied since the
program went online last

week, and about 150 had been
approved to travel, according
to Mexican and U.S. officials.

But most migrants likely
won’t qualify for the program,
which requires them to hold
unexpired Venezuelan pass-
ports and not to have crossed
a border illegally since early
October. For most Venezue-
lans, accessing a passport is
difficult, expensive and can re-
quire an indefinite waiting pe-
riod for processing.

Local government officials
along the U.S.-Mexico border
and several Venezuelan mi-
grants interviewed in Mexico
and the U.S. doubt that the new
measure will deter migration.

—DMichelle Hackman,
Kejal Vyas and Juan Forero
contributed to this article.

WORLD WATCH

PHILIPPINES

At Least 42 Die
In Floods, Landslides

Flash floods and landslides
set off by torrential rains
swamped a southern Philippine
province, killing at least 42 peo-
ple, leaving 16 others missing
and trapping some residents on
their roofs, officials said Friday.

Most of the victims were
swept away by rampaging flood-
waters and drowned or were hit
by debris-filled mudslides in three
towns in hard-hit Maguindanao
province, said Naguib Sinarimbo,
the interior minister for a five-
province Muslim autonomous re-
gion run by former guerrillas.

The unusually intense rains

were triggered by Tropical Storm
Nalgae, which was expected to
slam into the country’s eastern
coast from the Pacific Ocean on
Saturday, forecasters said.

The stormy weather
prompted the coast guard to
prohibit sea travel in danger-
ously rough seas as millions of
Filipinos planned to travel over a
long weekend to visit the tombs
of relatives and for family re-
unions on All Saints’ Day in the
largely Roman Catholic nation.

“I hope the casualty numbers
won't rise further but there are
still a few communities we haven't
reached,” Mr. Sinarimbo said, add-
ing the rains had eased since Fri-
day morning, causing floods to
start to recede in some towns.

—Associated Press

HAITI

96,000 Flee Homes
Amid Gang Violence

Some 96,000 people have
fled their homes in Haiti's capi-
tal, the U.N.s International Or-
ganization for Migration said Fri-
day, as the country faces a crisis
that has prompted the govern-
ment to request the immediate
deployment of foreign troops.

The IOM said gang-related vi-
olence has led to “racketeering,
kidnappings and wider criminal
acts in a context characterized
by deep inequalities, high levels
of deprivation of basic human
needs and a fragmented security
environment.”

Gangs are believed to control

some 60% of Port-au-Prince, rap-
ing women, children and men,
and setting homes on fire as they
fight to control more territory in
the wake of the July 2021 assas-
sination of President Jovenel
Moise, the United Nations said.
Haitians also are struggling
with dwindling supplies of fuel,
water and other basic goods at
the same time as a cholera out-
break, with concerns growing over
the unhealthy state of govern-
ment shelters where thousands of
people have been living for
months after fleeing gang violence.
At least 40 deaths from
more than 1,700 suspected chol-
era cases have been reported, al-
though health officials believe
the number is much higher.
—Associated Press

ITALY

Antifascists March
On Mussolini Site

About 1,000 antifascists cele-
brated the anniversary of the
1944 liberation of Benito Musso-
lini's birthplace Friday, as scat-
tered fascist nostalgics quietly
marked the 100th anniversary of
the March on Rome that
brought the Italian dictator to
power in a bloodless coup.

An organization representing
partisans who fought to free It-
aly from fascism and Nazi occu-
piers during World War Il orga-
nized the march down the main
street in Predappio, where Mus-
solini was born and buried. They
were joined by trade unionists

and left-wing politicians.

“| owe this to my parents and
to all those people who gave us
freedom, and | mean the parti-
sans,” said Daniela Vicchi, the
daughter of a partisan.

Italy’s uneasy reckoning with
its fascist past was under extra
scrutiny as the dual anniversa-
ries coincided this year with Ital-
ian Premier Giorgia Meloni’s first
week as head of the first post-
war government led by a party
with neo-fascist roots.

Ms. Meloni has sought to dis-
tance her Brothers of Italy party
from its more radical, nostalgic
wing. At the same time, neo-fas-
cist parties have been part of
the Italian political landscape
throughout the postwar period.

—Associated Press
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Fired Twitter

CEO Agrawal and CFO
Segal likely to collect
$100 million total
after getting the ax

By THEO FrANCIS

Twitter Inc.’s top two exec-
utives are likely to collect sev-
erance packages totaling just
over $100 million following
their firing by the company’s
new owner, Elon Musk.

Under previously disclosed
terms, CEO Parag Agrawal is
likely to receive $57.4 million,
including $56.4 million in eq-
uity that vests on an acceler-
ated schedule, according to an

estimate from Equilar, a com-
pensation data and analysis
company.

Departing CFO Ned Segal’s
exit package is likely to total
$44.5 million, including $43.8
million in accelerated equity,
Equilar said.

Mr. Agrawal also would re-
ceive $1 million in cash and
Mr. Segal would receive
$600,000, reflecting a year’s
salary apiece, a company secu-
rities filing shows.

Both would also receive 12
months of health coverage,
valued at $9,229 for Mr.
Agrawal and $31,210 for Mr.
Segal, the filing shows.

For Mr. Agrawal, who be-
came CEO a year ago, compen-

GETTY IMAGES

Officials in Line for Payout

Former CEO Parag Agrawal, left, and former CFO Ned Segal

sation last year totaled $30.4
million, including $29 million
in stock awards, Twitter dis-
closures show.

Mr. Segal’s pay totaled
$18.9 million, including $17.8

million in stock awards.

Both men are also likely to
receive millions from the deal
itself.

Mr. Agrawal owned 128,753
Twitter shares as of late

BLOOMBERG NEWS

March, or about $7 million at
the deal price of $54.20 a
share, Twitter disclosures
show. Mr. Segal owned
393,832 shares, or $21.3 mil-
lion.

Former Twitter CEO Jack
Dorsey owned 18 million
shares in late March, or about
2.4% of the company—roughly
$978 million at the deal price.

The two executives are also
promised continued indemnifi-
cation insurance for at least
six years, which generally pro-
tects officers and directors
from lawsuit claims related to
alleged wrongdoing while
managing or overseeing a
company.

Average prices of these in-

surance premiums for direc-
tors and officers in the U.S.
dropped nearly 15% in the sec-
ond quarter of the year, ac-
cording to Aon PLC, an insur-
ance company. As prices
surged in 2020—up nearly
103% in the first three months
of that year, according to
Aon—Tesla Inc. briefly
changed its insurance.

Tesla in April 2020 said its
CEO, Mr. Musk, would person-
ally provide coverage similar
to the company’s D&O insur-
ance, citing “disproportion-
ately high premiums,” an ar-
rangement the company has
since ended.

—Jennifer Williams-Alvarez
contributed to this article.

Musk Acts
Quickly on
First Day

Continued from Page One
changes, with the transfer of
control late Thursday, came
within Twitter itself. Mr. Musk
ousted Twitter Chief Executive
Parag Agrawal and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Ned Segal after
the deal closed, The Wall
Street Journal reported. He
also fired Vijaya Gadde, Twit-
ter’s top legal and policy exec-
utive, and Sean Edgett, gen-
eral counsel.

Some of the firings started
before the paperwork to close
the deal was completed, a per-
son familiar with the matter
said. The departures made for
a frenetic and destabilizing af-
ternoon, the person said, even
as the question of the billion-
aire’s ownership seemed to be
settled. The person said he
walked away from the months-
long process like a survivor
stumbling off the battlefield.

Representatives for Twitter
didn’t comment.

The takeover follows
months of uncertainty as Mr.
Musk repeatedly changed his
mind. The ultimate reversal
came Oct. 3, when Mr. Musk
said he planned to go through
with the deal he had just spent
months trying to exit, two
weeks before a scheduled trial
in Delaware Chancery Court.

Mr. Musk’s options appeared
to be narrowing. In the Twitter
litigation, legal observers
maintained from the beginning
that the platform, which sued
after Mr. Musk tried to walk
away from the merger agree-
ment, had the stronger case.
Mr. Musk also was facing a
judge who had rebuffed his
earlier efforts to delay the trial
and rejected some of his dis-
covery requests.

Twitter and Mr. Musk qui-
etly held unsuccessful talks
about a possible cut to the
price of $44 billion for the so-
cial-media platform before Mr.
Musk reversed course and said
he would return to the original
agreement’s price, people fa-
miliar with the matter said at
the time.

Refinancing the agreement

‘Anyone suspended for minor € dubious reasons
will be freed from Tuwitter jail.’

Elon Musk, new owner of Twitter, and self-described ‘Chief Twit’

made in April would have re-
quired the banks to write new
commitment letters, the per-
son said, and higher interest
rates would have made the
debt more expensive.

On Thursday, hours after
Twitter’s leadership was
ousted, Mr. Musk tweeted: “the
bird is freed” in a seeming ref-
erence to Twitter, which has a
blue bird as its logo. A Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission
filing Friday confirmed the
deal closed Thursday, and that
Twitter is now part of Mr.
Musk’s X Holdings I Inc.

Reaction to the deal was
far-reaching and included poli-
ticians, regulators and busi-
ness titans. It ran the gamut of
enthusiasm to alarm and hu-
mor. Marc Benioff, who runs
Salesforce Inc. alongside Bret
Taylor, until Thursday Twit-
ter’s chairman, tweeted “the
bird is fried,” with a picture of
a plate of food. A top Euro-
pean Union official warned Mr.
Musk about complying with
the bloc’s new rules on social-
media moderation.

Mr. Musk on Friday tweeted
that Twitter would be “forming
a content moderation council
with widely diverse view-
points.” He added: “No major
content decisions or account

reinstatements will happen be-
fore that council convenes.” In
a tweet later Friday, he wrote:
“Anyone suspended for minor
& dubious reasons will be freed
from Twitter jail.”

Former President Donald
Trump—banned by Twitter on
Jan. 8, 2021, in connection
with the U.S. Capitol riot over
tweets that company execu-
tives viewed as likely to in-
spire violence—said “I am
very happy that Twitter is
now in sane hands.” His for-
mer account remained sus-

pended on Twitter as of Friday
afternoon.

Mr. Musk has previously
said that he disagreed with
the ban and would restore Mr.
Trump’s account access,
though Mr. Trump said at the
time that he didn’t intend to
return to the platform.

Lack of content moderation
has been a cause of concern
for some advertisers, politi-
cians and users who would
prefer a more moderated plat-
form. Mr. Musk, even before
closing the deal for Twitter, on

Twitter’s share price Oct. 27
Completes
$60 July 8 takeover of
Wants out Twitter
55 April14_ of the deal
Makes bid Oct.4
April 4 Renews
Discloses bid
50 9% stakein
Twitter May 13
Says deal
4 is‘on hold’

40
35
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Note: Twitter shares were suspended on Friday

1
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Source: FactSet

Thursday reached out to ad-
vertisers that underpin the
bulk of the company’s revenue
to assuage them.

Mr. Musk said he was buy-
ing the company to “have a
common digital town square,
where a wide range of beliefs
can be debated in a healthy
manner.” He said Twitter “can-
not become a free-for-all hells-
cape, where anything can be
said with no consequences!”

Mr. Musk said the platform
must be “warm and welcoming
to all” and suggested Twitter
could let people “choose your
desired experience according
to your preferences, just as
you can choose, for example,
to see movies or play video
games ranging from all ages to
mature.”

It wasn’t immediately clear
who would step into the top
positions left vacant by Thurs-
day’s exits. Mr. Musk listed
himself as “Chief Twit” in his
Twitter bio. Whatever role Mr.
Musk has at Twitter will be
added to his numerous other
business responsibilities, in-
cluding as CEO of Tesla Inc.
and SpaceX, or Space Explora-
tion Technologies Corp.

Mr. Musk’s takeover leaves
big questions over the future
of the platform, including how
he might revamp its business
model and how he might im-
plement changes he has pro-
posed for the way it polices
content.

Like other social-media
companies, Twitter relies
heavily on digital advertising
and has faced headwinds in
recent months due to broad
economic uncertainty. General
Motors Co. said Friday it is
pausing its paid advertising on
Twitter in the wake of Mr.
Musk’s acquisition, saying it
wants more information about
the site’s direction under its
new ownership. The Detroit
auto maker, which competes
against Tesla, characterized
the move as a normal step
when a media platform under-
goes a significant change.

Twitter didn’t respond to a
request for comment.

Twitter will also be saddled
with billions in debt as a re-
sult of the deal, and payments
on those loans will add costs
for a company that has posted
a loss in eight of its past 10
fiscal years.

—Meghan Bobrowsky
contributed to this article.

EU Warns
“The Bird
Will Fly
By Our
Rules’

By Kim MACKRAEL
AnDp RaJESH Roy

A top European Union offi-
cial fired off a fresh warning to
Elon Musk about complying
with the bloc’s new rules on so-
cial-media moderation after the
billionaire completed his $44
billion deal to buy Twitter Inc.

Mr. Musk has said that he
views Twitter as an important
platform for free speech. After
closing the deal and firing
some of Twitter’s top execu-
tives Thursday, Mr. Musk
tweeted that “the bird is
freed”—a reference to the com-
pany, whose logo is a blue bird.

The EU’s commissioner for
the internal market, Thierry
Breton, responded hours later,
saying that Twitter under Mr.
Musk’s ownership would still
need to meet new social-media
standards that European law-
makers agreed to earlier this
year.

“In Europe, the bird will fly
by our rules,” Mr. Breton
wrote on Twitter, adding an
image of the European flag.

The Digital Services Act,
which was agreed to by EU
lawmakers in April, seeks to
compel social-media platforms
to quickly deal with illegal con-
tent when they become aware
of it and to offer users a way
to complain if they disagree
with content-moderation deci-
sions. Large platforms would
also have to show they are tak-
ing steps to handle the risks
that regulators believe some
legal content may present.

Fines for violating the rules
could reach up to 6% of a ma-
jor platform’s global revenue
once the legislation takes effect
in late 2023 and early 2024.

In April, shortly after Mr.
Musk first agreed to buy Twit-
ter, Mr. Breton wrote on the
social-media platform that any
company operating in Europe
needs to comply with its rules.

“Mr. Musk knows this well,”
he wrote at the time. “He is
familiar with European rules
on automotive, and will
quickly adapt to the Digital
Services Act.”

Mr. Musk later said he be-
lieved his plans for the com-
pany were aligned with the
EU’s new legislation.

“I think we’re very much of
the same mind,” Mr. Musk said
in a video that was posted to
Mr. Breton’s Twitter account
in May. “Anything that my
companies can do that would
be beneficial to Europe, we
want to do that.”

Mr. Musk has previously ex-
pressed a view that the plat-
form should be more cautious
about removing content and
permanently banning users.
But he has also said that any
policy changes at the company
would align with local laws.

Separately, India’s minister
of state for technology, Rajeev
Chandrasekhar, said that the
country’s rules and laws for
intermediaries remain the
same “regardless of who owns
the platforms.” The expecta-
tion that companies comply
with Indian laws and rules re-
mains, he said in a message on
WhatsApp.

India is one of Twitter’s
largest and fastest-growing
markets, according to analysts.
It is also a country where the
company has squared off with
the government over speech
on its platform.



P2JW302000-4-A01300-1-------- XA

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

* %k %k %

Saturday/Sunday, October 29 - 30, 2022 | A13

OBITUARIES

BOBBY WILLIG
1947 — 2022

Professor Sorted Out
Economics of Mergers

JOHN SHEA
1926 — 2022

Late-Blooming Engineer

obby Willig was always ea-
B ger to solve puzzles, partic-

ularly if they involved math
and public policy. He found a suit-
able occupation: economics pro-
fessor and consultant on the com-
petitive effects of mergers.

Dr. Willig taught at Princeton
University for 43 years and in
2003 co-founded what is now
Compass Lexecon, which employs
nearly 200 Ph.D.-level economists
and advises clients on antitrust
and other regulatory matters. As
a senior Justice Department offi-
cial from 1989 to 1991, he led a
team producing new guidelines
for assessing whether proposed
mergers should be allowed.

His most influential work in-
cluded research defining what
kinds of markets are “contest-

able,” or open to new competitors
if incumbents raise prices exces-
sively or provide poor service.
That helped persuade antitrust
enforcers that they needn’t fret
about a market dominated by a
few firms, so long as those players
couldn’t shut out new rivals. He
also developed ways to determine
appropriate prices for access to
such things as telecom networks.

He described his work as “solv-
ing reality puzzles.” Able to bill
clients $1,500 or more an hour, Dr.
Willig had a keen sense of the
value of his time. That was his ex-
cuse for routinely parking illegally
near his Princeton office. The fines
were a cost of doing business.

Dr. Willig died Oct. 21 of ana-
plastic thyroid cancer. He was 75.

—James R. Hagerty

LOUIS S. ‘TOM’ GIMBEL
1929 — 2022

Hops D@er Grew
A Global Business

hen Louis S. “Tom” Gim-
bel III was a boy, his fa-
ther’s side of the family

ran the Gimbels department-store
chain, including a huge store at
Herald Square in Manhattan. His
mother’s family brewed Rhein-
gold beer and traded in hops.

After graduating from Yale and
serving in the Air Force, Mr. Gim-
bel chose hops over retailing. He
joined the family’s S.S. Steiner
Inc. in the 1950s, took a crash
course in brewing, moved into
sales and by the late 1960s, was
running the company with his
younger brother, Stinor. He later
bought his brother’s stake and
ran the company on his own.

Mr. Gimbel invested in machin-
ery to process hops into easier-
to-ship pellets. He opened new

markets in Asia and Africa. He
steered the company through an
antitrust dispute in the mid-1980s
and a collapse of hop prices due
to overproduction in 1983. The
company, now known as Hop-
steiner, grows hops and buys
from other producers. It also pro-
cesses hops and sells them
around the world. Adam Gimbel,
one of Tom Gimbel’s sons, says
Hopsteiner is one of the world’s
top five suppliers of hops.

By contrast, the Gimbels retail-
ing business was sold to a British
tobacco company in 1973 and dis-
appeared in 1986 when the stores
were sold and renamed or closed.

Mr. Gimbel died Sept. 26 at a
hospital in Red Bank, N.J. He was
93.

—James R. Hagerty

Revitalized Family Firm

By JAMES R. HAGERTY

s a University of Southern

California student in the

late 1940s, John Shea may
have seemed an unlikely candidate
to run his family’s construction
company, a venerable outfit that
had helped build the Hoover Dam
and the Golden Gate Bridge.

By his own later admission, he
spent little time on his civil-engi-
neering studies and was most in-
terested in playing varsity tennis
or gambling on backgammon and
poker games, some of which lasted
all night. One evening, he blew his
entire savings, more than $2,000,
on a craps game at the Los Ange-
les Tennis Club, he said in an oral
history recorded by one of his
sons. His mother had to talk him
out of quitting school in his senior
year.

After graduating, he found a job
at an aerospace company but quit
after a few weeks because he
couldn’t stand being confined to
an office. “I had to have a job
where I was outside,” he said.

Fresh air did the trick. His out-
door work as a surveyor and later
as a manager of tunnel and bridge
projects gave him self-confidence
and leadership skills. In 1958, he
and two of his cousins, Peter and
Edmund Shea, took over the family
construction business dating to
1881.

John Shea became chief execu-
tive of J.F. Shea Co. and worked
closely with his cousins to find
work on tunnel, dam and aqueduct
projects that helped supply water
to the booming coastal cities of
the West. They also won bids for
work on interstate highways and
diversified into home building,
commercial property development
and venture capital.

In 1997, Shea expanded by pay-
ing $473 million to buy Mission
Viejo Co., a developer of planned
communities, from Philip Morris
Cos. That deal brought prime land

[ is

T&A.

in Southern California and Colo-
rado. Though considered risky at
the time, “it turned out great,” Mr.
Shea said. A year later, the com-
pany acquired Universal Develop-
ment, a home builder with expertise
in communities for older people.
Mr. Shea stepped down as CEO
in 2005 but remained chairman.
He devoted much of his time and
fortune to supporting inner-city
Roman Catholic schools through
scholarships and renovation proj-
ects. Those schools, he said, are
“very, very effective” in improving
the lives of low-income people.

r. Shea died Oct. 16 of
M complications from a fall

at his home in Pasadena,
Calif. He was 96 years old.

Born Sept. 29, 1926, John Fran-
cis Shea grew up mostly in the
Hancock Park neighborhood of Los
Angeles. His father, Gilbert Shea,
was president of the family com-
pany in the 1940s and 1950s. Gil-
bert Shea was a son of the com-
pany founder, an earlier John
Francis Shea, who established a
plumbing business in Portland,
Ore., that evolved into the Shea
construction company.

At the age of about 5, John Shea

sometimes joined his father at re-
mote work sites and camped with
the laborers. “I could look down on
the portal of the tunnel and watch
them haul the muck out,” he said.
His father’s long-term struggles
with alcoholism blighted family life
at times, but John Shea remained
close to his father and considered
him a shrewd businessman.

When he was about 30, he met
Susan Hitchcock, a schoolteacher,
at a party. They married in 1958
and had four children. In 1967, she
died of lung cancer. He later met
Dorothy Babbitt, a travel agent, on
a blind date. They married in 1968
and had four children.

With eight children, the house-
hold was hectic, but Mr. Shea fol-
lowed strict regimens. He re-
mained a highly rated tennis
player into his 50s and favored
healthful meals, including carrot-
and-broccoli sandwiches on wheat
bread. In a eulogy, one of his
daughters, Alison Shea Knoll, re-
called that her father “got up at
4:45 in the morning to stretch and
exercise, then he rode his bike to
Mass, had breakfast and then
swam laps, all before putting in a
full day at the office.”

When one of the family dogs was
confined to the yard with an elec-
tronic fence, Mr. Shea insisted on
testing the wired-up dog collar by
carrying it through the boundary to
make sure it wasn’t too painful.

For decades, he attended Mass
daily. He occasionally tossed cold
water on his children to wake
them in time for Mass.

His survivors include his wife,
eight children, 31 grandchildren
and one great-grandson.

During the early stages of the
Covid-19 pandemic, family mem-
bers wondered how he would man-
age without his favorite spectator
sports. Broadcasts of Korean base-
ball helped him cope.

@ Read in-depth profiles at
WSJ.com/news/types/obituaries
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Styles Fans
Pressure
Parents

Continued from Page One
concert tickets.

“You always complain that I
am grumpy,” one slide rea-
soned. “Harry Styles makes
me happy.”

Among the additional bullet
points: Mr. Styles promotes a
healthy diet by singing songs
with the names of fruit in the
titles, such as “Kiwi” and
“Cherry.”

“Totally unconvincing,” re-
calls her father, Neil Williams,
a 45-year-old accountant and
the target of the PowerPoint
at their home in Sussex, Eng-
land. He admires her efforts
though, and concedes, “the
arguments are quite funny.”

It may be a “sign of the
times,” as one of his songs
says, but economic disconnect
is roiling the Harry Styles
market. Tickets to see the
British singer-songwriter, who
is now playing to sold-out
arenas in the U.S., can fetch
hundreds of dollars, and re-
sellers charge a bundle for

Young fans of pop-star Harry Styles are collecting merchandise and lobbying for concert tickets

even nosebleed seats. At the
same time, the heartthrob’s
fan base is full of teens and
tweens still collecting allow-
ances.

Determined young fans,
nicknamed “Harries,” are tak-
ing on extra jobs, putting out
change jars and aggressively
lobbying their parents for a
chance to watch Mr. Styles on
stage.

Abbie lucked out when her
dad found tickets for a Lon-
don show next June for about
$85, the most he would pay.
She plans to wear a feather

boa, like one Mr. Styles
sported at last year’s Grammy
Awards. “He’s fabulous and
amazing,” she says of the star.

In Redondo Beach, Calif.,
Laurel Cox’s mom said no to
buying tickets for one of Mr.
Styles’s 15 Los Angeles area
shows, where the cheapest
seats approached $300.

“She’s 16, she can earn the
money,” says Robyn Cox, who
is 48.

Laurel picked up two
babysitting gigs and placed an
emptied pickle jar, labeled
“HARRY FUND,” in the
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kitchen to collect loose
change. Anyone asking what
she wanted for her 16th birth-
day last month got the same
answer: “Money for Harry.”

“She won’t even talk about
the possibility of not going,”
her mom says. “She’ll start
crying.”

Laurel earned enough to
buy a $250 ticket last week for
a show early next month. “I'm
just so excited,” says the teen,
who is now weighing what col-
ored boa to wear.

Erika Lang, a government
employee in Silver Spring,
Md., agreed to buy Harry
Styles tickets for her teen
daughter, with one condition.
“If we were going to pay for it,
I got to go,” says Ms. Lang, 50,
who describes Mr. Styles as
the most handsome person
alive.

Molly Lang, 16, left nothing
to chance. When tickets be-
came available, she left her
parents hand-written minute-
by-minute marching orders, ti-
tled: “Harry Presale Instruc-
tions.”

“At 11:45 am, log onto tick-
etmaster.com ON A COM-
PUTER,” she wrote in blue
pen, capitalizing and underlin-
ing some parts. “At 12, it will
ask you to ‘join queue.” DO IT.
As fast as possible.”

Ms. Lang found the concert
“fantastic” and Molly appreci-
ated her mom springing for
hot dogs, gummy bears, a
Harry Styles sweatshirt and
Harry Styles poster. “I can’t
really complain,” says the
teen. Molly is now pressing
her family to vacation in Lon-
don so she can see Harry
Styles there, too.

Mr. Styles became famous
in 2010 after judges on the
British singing show “The X
Factor” put him and some
other contestants together
into the boy band One Direc-
tion. It became an interna-
tional hit before breaking up
in 2016. Mr. Styles has since
released three solo albums
and his song, “As It Was,”
topped the Billboard Hot 100
chart for 15 weeks. He head-
lined Coachella in April
dressed in a sequin jumpsuit,
and he stars in a new movie,
“Don’t Worry Darling.”

Tay Vasquez, who is 21,
paid $160 to see Harry Styles
last year and says resellers

are hawking the same seats,
in Inglewood, Calif., for more
than $800 this year.

The barista is working extra
shifts and plans to stand out-
side the arena on concert
night and keep refreshing
Ticketmaster for less expen-
sive tickets.

This is the biggest year of
Mr. Styles’ solo career, says
Louie Dean Valencia, a history
professor at Texas State Uni-
versity who starting in Janu-
ary will teach a college course

called “Harry Styles and the
Cult of Celebrity.”

At concerts, Mr. Styles has
helped fans come out as gay
or get engaged to be married.
At a New York show, fans
hoisted a sign that said their
dad wasn’t talking to them
because they spent all their
savings on concert tickets.

“I have two things to say,”
Mr. Styles responded from
stage. “First of all, thank you
very much. Secondly, very ir-
responsible spending.”

In Memoriam

For more information:
wsj.com/inmemoriam

Ronald Katz
October 19, 2022

HINSDALE, ILL. - Ronald C Katz, retired
Executive Chairman & CEO of Elkay
Manufacturing Company, passed away
peacefully surrounded by his family on
October 19, 2022. He was a longtime
resident of Hinsdale, IL and Naples, FL. In
the late 1950’s Ron inherited a small but
prosperous sink manufacturing company
that through his leadership, grew into a
billion-dollar global manufacturing pow-
erhouse with thousands of employees.
Elkay’s products have influenced tens of
millions of people worldwide. The iconic
water bottle filling station that many walk
by every day, is a product developed, man-
ufactured and serviced by Elkay. A man
with a strong work ethic, Ron created an
organization with a strong ethical culture
driven by simple, yet caring values. Within
Elkay everyone involved in the business
became family. Ron deeply believed that
the ingenuity, creativity and passions of
the team, fueled the success of the organi-
zation. “Without our people, there would
be no company,” was one of his favorites,
most common statements. He had enor-

mous respect for his family, his friends and
everyone involved in the business. Ron
always challenged them to do their best,
give it their all, and not be afraid to stick
their noses into other people’s business

in order to make the company stronger.
Respected and admired by colleagues,
competitors and industry observers, Ron
was beloved by his employees. No man

or woman who worked at Elkay was ever
allowed to call him Mr. Katz or sir. It was
only and always just “Ron.” His impact on
a countless number of people associated
with Elkay will be his legacy. Ron’s great-
est passion may have been Elkay and his
family, but he also loved his cars, planes,
boats, essentially anything with an engine
that could be tweaked to elicit a bit more
performance, would bring a twinkle to his
eye. Those who ever had the opportunity
to ride with him will always remember the
joy Ron got from a perfectly tuned engine
and seeing his passengers “hang on” as
he showed them maximum capacity. Ron
is survived by best friend and life partner
Cheryl Coleman, as well as his daughters
Patricia Bauer (Brian), Aimee Katz, and
April Katz. His Grandchildren; Andrew

and David Bauer, Savannah Fedi (Chris)
and Gillian Cottrell. Great grandchildren
Peridot & Groovy Bloom Kocielko as well
as many great nieces & nephews. Ron
loved his dogs and leaves behind TigerLily
and Slipper Katz. A visitation will be held
Saturday, October 29 from 10 am to 6

pm at the Adolf Funeral Home, 7000 S.
Madison St. Willowbrook, IL 60527 A Cel-
ebration of Life Services will be on Sunday,
October 30th, at 2:30 pm at Union Church
of Hinsdale 137 S. Garfield St. Hinsdale,

IL 60521. Masks are suggested and will
be available at the funeral home and the
church. In lieu of flowers the family sug-
gests contributions to one of Ron’s many
charities including the University of Chica-
go Comprehensive Cancer Center, Shirley
Ryan Ability Lab, Chicago Hope Academy,
Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind, and The
Service Club of Chicago. For information
630-325-2300, www.adolfservices.com or
www.powellfuneraldirectors.com

IN MEMORIAM

EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY
For more information visit: wsj.com/InMemoriam
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SPORTS

By Tim BRowN

Houston

n a quiet recent after-

noon in the Bronx, an

important baseball

game just hours away,

Houston Astros right-
hander Jose Urquidy was in the
bullpen, taming a curveball that
has a tendency to go its own way.
One after another, the pitch wasn’t
quite right, this time too short, this
time too loopy, this time unfamiliar
off his fingers.

He said nothing and kept throw-
ing curveballs. Snap. Snap. Snap.
The perfect one was in there some-
where, he knew, because he had
thrown enough of those, too. Fram-
ber Valdez, a left-hander for the
Astros, watched from nearby. Fi-
nally he said, “Jose.”

Slow down, he said in Spanish.
Slower with your arm, he said.
Slower with your body. Everything
is too fast. Urquidy nodded. The
curveball requires patience. The
next was perfect.

“He knows me,” Urquidy said.
“They all know me. And I know
them.”

Seven-and-a-half years ago,
Urquidy signed with the Astros for
$100,000. He was 19 then and
pitching in Mexico. Sixteen days
later, Valdez, then a 21-year-old in
the Dominican Republic, signed for
$10,000. On the same day, Cristian
Javier, a 17-year-old Dominican,
signed for $10,000. Two years later,
Luis Garcia, a 20-year-old Venezue-
lan, signed for $20,000.

“I think the organization saw
something in us and brought us
in,” Garcia said Thursday after-
noon. “And it was fantastic. We
still have like a family.”

As the Astros attempt to estab-
lish dominion over a game that
doesn’t wholly trust them and also
can’t quite beat them, decisions
made more than a half-decade ago,
under different management,
launching journeys for older, for-
eign-born prospects with no sure
destination has fueled four Ameri-
can League pennants in six sea-
sons.

From a franchise that appeared
in one World Series in its first 55
years (and lost that, in 2005, to the
Chicago White Sox), the Astros
have become World Series regulars,
in part because of an organiza-
tional shift in the way they identi-
fied, projected, pursued, signed and
developed relatively older Latin
American pitchers.

In particular, those four pitch-
ers—Urquidy, Valdez, Javier and
Garcia, and the $140,000 required
to sign all four of them—in the
past five seasons have cost the As-
tros $13.2 million in salaries. In re-
turn, the four have posted 1,485
regular-season innings, a 111-65 re-
cord and a 3.43 ERA. In postsea-
sons, they are 13-8 with a 3.95 ERA
across 139 innings. In the World
Series, Valdez is scheduled to start
Game 2 and Javier is likely to start
Game 4.

“The quantity is the uniqueness
of it,” an international scout from
an American League team said.
“There are low-dollar guys all over
the major leagues. But, four at the
same time in the same place? I
can’t think of it ever happening.”

Framber Valdez, a left-hander for the Houston Astros, is scheduled to start Game 2 of the World Series. Valdez was 17-6, with a 2.82 ERA this season.

The Astros Hit on a Pitching Secret

Houston’s knack for finding overlooked Latin American pitchers has been key to the team’s success

Beyond those four—adhering to
a philosophy adopted by former
general manager Jeff Luhnow, his
director of international scouting
0z Ocampo, the then-major league
pitching coach Brent Strom and a
host of scouts, coaches, trainers
and administrators—the Astros
used prospects who were signed
and developed under similar meth-
ods to acquire ace Justin Ver-
lander, closer Ryan Pressly and for-
mer catcher Brian McCann.

When the question is asked
about the Astros and how they
maintain relevance through a
cheating scandal, the free-agency
losses of outfielder George
Springer, shortstop Carlos Correa
and pitcher Gerrit Cole and an in-
jury to Michael Brantley, the an-
swer is pitching. The better answer
is inexpensive pitching.

Traditionally, the international
pitching market seeks 16-year-olds
who throw hard for their age from
long bodies that one day might be
longer and thicker. The rest—pitch-
ing mechanics, pitching feel, types
of pitches—could be taught. That’s
what minor-league coaches are for.
With a nudge from Strom, the As-
tros began to think otherwise. They
sought young men already comfort-
able in sound mechanics, who
might not be built like prototypical
pitchers, who were a bit more ma-
ture physically and mentally.

Maybe that pitcher was 18. Or 19.
Or 20.

“From an international stand-
point we were really focusing on
attributes that defined starters,”
Ocampo said. “And so starting
pitching was the key for us. There’s
a lot of things that we looked at—
the physical attributes, the athleti-
cism, the strength, the physical
projection, the movement patterns,
how the body moved, what the de-
livery looked like, looking at the

The Astros looked
beyond normal metrics
to examine each
pitcher’s delivery.

overall repertoire. So fastball, cur-
veball, changeup, a lot of the reper-
toire and then the pitchability and
the command of the pitcher, as
well as the overall mental makeup.”

He said the Astros looked be-
yond normal metrics, such as ve-
locity and body type, to examine
each pitcher’s delivery, arm motion
and other body movements.

“You look at Framber, Javier,
Garcia and Urquidy, these are not
the prototypical starter frames that
you look at, right?” Ocampo said.

Hired from the St. Louis Cardi-
nals to become the Astros general
manager in December 2011, Luh-
now incorporated high-speed video
and TrackMan radar systems,
which display three-dimensional
images of the baseball in motion,
into what would become a new era
in scouting. Unable to lug all the
equipment into tiny Dominican Re-
public or Venezuelan villages, he
and his staff used the broader
guidelines gathered from Track-
Man—what makes a good fastball,
how often a good curveball spins
and at what angle, etc.—to inform
what they saw on the high-speed
video. They X-rayed prospects’
hands to determine if a player had
reached his full height. Age mat-
tered less than what a pitcher
could do with a baseball,or might
one day do with proper instruction
and years to develop.

“So, you could identify a 15-
year-old pitcher in the Dominican
Republic who had movement on his
fastball that was very similar to
Justin Verlander’s strikeout pitch,”
Luhnow said Thursday, “and you
could say, ‘OK, this guy’s throwing
90s right now. He’s got good physi-
cal projection. We think he’s going
to eventually get to the high 90s.
And the shape of his pitches is very
similar to elite shapes in the big
leagues.” ”

That went for the 20-year-olds

as well.

Suddenly, the Astros were flush
with minor-league pitchers the As-
tros believed had potential, and
soon after that they were arriving
in the big leagues with the sort of
abilities the Astros’ model once
predicted.

Luhnow was suspended and then
fired in January 2020 as a result of
the electronic sign-stealing scan-
dal, though he maintains he neither
had knowledge nor a hand in the
scheme. Still, the developmental
system he engineered remains. The
players he and others chased into
dusty fields across Latin America
continue to arrive, continue to per-
form.

“Framber’s a perfect example of
that,” Luhnow said. “Because really
the culture of Latin American
scouting is that all the good ones
get signed at 16, and then maybe
there’s some spillover into the 17,
18. But by the time you’re 19 or 20,
everybody’s had five chances to
sign you and they’ve passed. So ob-
viously...you’re not really a poten-
tial prospect. But once we started
to look more at the variables in-
volved with the pitches, it became
very clear to us that the age, age
didn’t really matter.”

The Astros are back in the
World Series. Valdez will be pitch-
ing. And Luhnow, who still lives in
Houston, will be watching.

the league can create stars
beyond players on the U.S.
women’s national team.

The founders of the Kansas
City Current—Chris and An-
gie Long, and Brittany Ma-
homes, wife of Kansas City
Chiefs quarterback Patrick
Mahomes—bought the former
Utah Royals franchise, relo-

Kansas City’s Goal-Scoring ‘Celly Queen’

Lo’eau LaBonta broke out this season by knocking in eight goals.

them comfortable—and
sparking the Current’s 13-
game unbeaten streak that
helped it reach the playoffs.
Despite her success in the
NWSL, LaBonta has never
been called up to play for the
U.S. women’s senior national
team. She’s feisty enough
about that ambition that she

KEVIN M. COX/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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will name only retired play-
ers—Mia Hamm and Julie
Foudy—as idols because she
sees current national-team
players as competition.

“It would be fun to be
called in just to know, ‘Can I
hang with these women? Can
I compete here?’ ” LaBonta
said. “But at the end of the
day I’'m focusing on the Cur-
rent right now, because we
have a big game. And I'm
hoping if I do well then
maybe that opportunity
opens up. But, I'm not hold-
ing my breath.”

cated it and quickly went
against the grain of operating
a women’s team on a shoe-
string budget. They’ve spent
or committed $145 million to
construction of facilities,
Chris Long said, including an
$18 million training complex
that opened last June.
LaBonta said the facility’s
opening “definitely changed
our team in terms of, we’re
able to recover, we weren’t
having to drive to all these
places.” She credits the play-
ers’ plush new home with
helping them bond, making

1
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THE WEEKEND INTERVIEW with David E. Bernstein | By Kyle Peterson

Affirmative Action

Arlington, Va.
he U.S. Supreme Court
will consider on Monday
whether racial prefer-
ences in college admis-
sions are illegal. David

Bernstein argues they’re irrational.

The argument at the high court
is that Harvard and the University
of North Carolina unlawfully dis-
criminate against Asian-Americans
to hold down their numbers and
ensure a diverse student body. But
what does it mean to say “Asians”
are overrepresented on campus?
Presumably elite colleges don’t
have hordes of applications from
America’s roughly 27,000 Mongo-
lians. “Imagine you are a child of
Hmong refugees,” says Mr. Bern-
stein, a professor at George Mason
University’s Antonin Scalia Law
School, referring to an ethnic
group from Southwest China and
Southeast Asia. You might hope
the admissions officers see you as
contributing to diversity. “They
say, ‘Oh, no, no, you’re Asian.” But
this Asian thing is purely a statisti-
cal construct.”

As the Supreme Court
takes up preferences at
Harvard, a legal scholar
argues that labels like
‘Hispanic’ and ‘Asian’
are completely arbitrary.

Mr. Bernstein, 55, is the author
of a recent book, “Classified,” that
traces the haphazard codification
of the federal government’s racial
labels. “We created these classifi-
cations in 1977 in a very different
America, right, that was primarily
black-white,” he says. “Now we
have all these other groups, and
we have much more division within
the groups, and we’ve barely
changed them at all.”

The decisive player in the ’70s
was the Ad Hoc Committee on Ra-
cial and Ethnic Definitions, set up
under the Federal Interagency
Committee on Education. A task
force with three interested federal
workers—Mexican-American,
Puerto Rican and Cuban-Ameri-
can—debated a Spanish-language
label. The eventual result was a
document with a title only a hard-
ened bureaucrat could love: Statis-
tical Policy Directive No. 15.

Issued by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget in 1977, Directive
15 set definitions for the racial cat-
egories we mostly know today:
white, black, Asian and Native
American, with an ethnicity option
for people of Hispanic heritage,
who can be any race. In 1997 a Na-
tive Hawaiian and Pacific Islander
grouping was split off. A complaint
from Hawaiians, which echoes to-
day, was that colleges treated them
as Asians.

In a country that’s far more di-
verse five decades after Directive
15, its labels show up everywhere
from college applications to clinical
trials. The problem is that these
blunt categories are arbitrary and
historically contingent. “Asians are
supposed to have descent from the
original peoples of Asia, whatever
that means,” Mr. Bernstein says.
That grouping covers half the

world’s population and a
dizzying number of ethnici-
ties. Yet according to the
feds, Asia ends at the Paki-
stan border. Pakistani-
Americans, like Japanese-
Americans, are classified as
Asian. Afghan-Americans
are officially white.

The black classification
covers anyone with origins
in “the black racial groups
of Africa.” Well, Mr. Bern-
stein asks, “what do you do
if you’re an Aborigine from
Australia?” He also cites im-
migrant diversity that’s
missed by Directive 15, since
21% of black Americans are
first- or second-generation.

The Hispanic category in-
cludes immigrants from
Spain, as well as people
with indigenous heritage in
places such as Mexico, even
if those ancestors spoke no
Spanish. The U.S. has some-
thing like three million
black and Asian Hispanics.
The government uses “Latino” as a
synonym, yet it excludes Brazil-
ians—except that the Transporta-
tion Department counts “Portu-
guese culture or origin” as
Hispanic in its Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Enterprise program.

The Native American label re-
quires “tribal affiliation or commu-
nity attachment,” but for all the
jokes about Elizabeth Warren,
those ties can be distant. Some re-
ports say the Cherokee Nation has
members enrolled with 1/4,096th
ancestry. For the record, Ms. War-
ren’s DNA test suggested she was
at least 1/1,024th.

As for the white classification, it
covers Cajuns, Quebecois, indige-
nous northern Scandinavians,
Greeks, Arabs, Iranians, and most
Jews, not to mention people who
see themselves as simply American
but whose parents or grandparents
identified as minorities. A push for
a multiracial category faded as the
census began to let people check
multiple boxes in 2000.

Things could have been differ-
ent, which is a theme of Mr. Bern-
stein’s book. The government in
the 1970s might have thought the
term Hispanic too broad for root-
ing out discrimination. Today
about a third of U.S. Hispanics ac-
cept terms such as mixed race or
mestizo, and the feds might have
created a category like that.

Immigrants from the Indian sub-
continent might have been labeled
white. That was the recommenda-
tion of the ad hoc committee in the
’70s, and federal agencies were al-
ready coding them that way. After
lobbying by an Indian-American
organization, Directive 15 moved
them to Asian.

Some white ethnicities might
have gotten a dispensation as well,
except their lobbying failed. One
study said big Chicago companies
had few officers who were Polish-
American, a group that was 20% of
the city. When the Supreme Court
first took up college race prefer-
ences, in Regents of the University
of California v. Bakke (1978), Leon-
ard Walentynowicz filed a brief for
Polish organizations that attacked
“giving preference to one kind of
White ethnic group (Hispanic)
without showing why other White
ethnic groups similarly situated
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have not even been considered.”

What if such efforts had suc-
ceeded? Mr. Bernstein cites a 1963
book by Nathan Glazer and Daniel
Patrick Moynihan, “Beyond the
Melting Pot,” which grappled with
the persistence of Italian and Irish
and Jewish niches in New York.
Even in the 1980s, Mr. Bernstein
says, “we still talked about the ‘un-
meltable ethnics.” ” The punch line
from today’s vantage: “All these
groups have melted, right, since
then, very quickly.”

If the government had tracked
Italian-Americans separately and
given them affirmative action,
“would that have led Italian-Ameri-
cans to be more cognizant of their
Italian-Americanness, and to orga-
nize politically that way?” Mr.
Bernstein asks. “I think the answer
is probably yes, although it’s hard
to know.”

A similar imponderable involves
religion. Mr. Bernstein says if he
were giving book talks in the
1950s, “most people in the audi-
ence would have looked at me, and
looked at my name, and said,
‘There’s a Jewish guy.’ ” These
days, “most people just say,
‘There’s a white guy.’ ” Right now
the president, House speaker, Sen-
ate majority leader and most Su-
preme Court justices are Catholic
or Jewish, which goes remarkably
unremarked. What would JFK say,
and what if there had been faith-
based affirmative action? “To what
extent would the government in-
tervening,” he asks, “actually re-
tard what we consider progress?”

here’s also the matter of how

Directive 15 as it exists has

shaped identity. “I grew up
in New York,” Mr. Bernstein says.
“As a kid, there were no ‘Hispan-
ics.” There were Colombians and
Puerto Ricans, you know.” When
his college’s former president, born
in Spain, was noted as a diverse
leader in academia, Mr. Bernstein
recalls thinking: “Why does that
make him any more diverse than if
he was from Italy or Norway or
wherever?” Or see the remake of
“West Side Story.” Steven Spiel-
berg gushed about its sensitivity
toward Hispanics after filling the
role of Maria, a Puerto Rican, with
an actress who’s Colombian- and

Michigan Republicans Show How

Michigan voters
may be about to ap-
prove an abortion
* law that would be
among the most
: permissive in the
country. If they do,

CROSS .
COUNTRY the reason will be a
By Nicholas comblnathn of pro-
Tomaino ponents’ dishonesty
and opponents’ neg-

ligence.

The end of Roe v. Wade has yet to
change anything in the Wolverine
State. A 1931 law, still on the books
but unenforceable under Roe, pro-
hibited abortion except to save the
life of the mother. Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer and Planned Parenthood
both challenged it in pre-emptive
April lawsuits. Two courts granted
their petitions for an injunction
against enforcing the law, and a
state judge struck down the law in
September.

Meantime, a group called Repro-
ductive Freedom for All gathered
signatures for an initiative to amend
the state constitution. “It could be a
blueprint for many other states,”
Sen. Elizabeth Warren cheered in
June.

Proposal 3 is styled as a restora-
tion of Roe, but the language goes
further. The amendment’s opening
clause provides that “every individ-
ual has a fundamental right to re-
productive freedom,” including

“abortion care.” The term “individ-
ual”—not “woman” or “adult”—
could preclude laws requiring paren-
tal consent for minors seeking
abortions, says former Michigan So-
licitor General John Bursch.

Proponents deny that. “When Roe
v. Wade was the law of the land,
courts upheld restrictions on mi-
nors’ ability to obtain abortions,”
writes University of Michigan law
professor Leah Litman in an op-ed.
“That’s the law that Proposal 3 re-
stores—the protections of Roe. It’s
that simple.”

Yet Ms. Litman’s reading contra-
dicts the proposal’s text. It says the
right to abortion can’t be infringed
absent a “compelling state interest
achieved by the least restrictive
means.” That’s the same standard
that applied under Roe between 1973
and 1992, when Planned Parenthood
v. Casey changed it to an “undue
burden” test.

But Proposal 3 rewrites the stan-
dard: An interest is compelling “only
if it is for the limited purpose of
protecting the health of an individ-
ual seeking care, consistent with ac-
cepted clinical standards of practice
and evidence based medicine, and
does not infringe on that individual’s
autonomous decision-making.”

“Those are connected at the hip,”
Mr. Bursch says, “so the state would
have to survive all three of those
hoops in order to pass muster.” It’s

difficult to see how Michigan’s pa-
rental-consent requirement would
remain intact if challenged. Likewise
for other moderate restrictions, such
as a 24-hour waiting period or a re-
quirement that doctors performing
abortions have hospital admitting
privileges.

Proponents also take advantage
of public confusion over how per-
missive Roe and Casey were. A June
Gallup poll found that 55% of Amer-
icans thought abortion should be
generally illegal in the second tri-
mester—yet 58% opposed overturn-
ing Roe v. Wade, which required it
to be available on demand. Al-

Their unwillingness to
compromise may lead
voters to approve a law

more permissive than Roe.
1

though Proposal 3 would allow the
state to regulate abortion after fetal
viability, it also says it shall be
available when “an attending health
care professional” determines it to
be “medically indicated to protect
the life or physical or mental health
of the pregnant individual.” As un-
der Roe, the exception swallows the
rule. Nothing prevents mere dis-
tress from justifying abortion at

Polish-American.

This summer the White House
began considering revisions to Di-
rective 15. One idea being floated is
to combine race and ethnicity, put-
ting Hispanic on par with white or
black. Another is to add a check
box for Middle Eastern or North
African ancestry. “Do I look white
to you?” Rep. Rashida Tlaib, a Pal-
estinian-American, once asked the
Census Bureau director. “Circling
‘white’ on the census changed my
lived experience as a person of
color.” Amid the 2010 census, ac-
tivists urged Arab-Americans to
“check it right, you ain’t white.”
The proposed alternative was to
choose “other” and use the write-
in field. Well over 80% of Arab-
Americans disregarded the instruc-
tion and picked white, Mr.
Bernstein reports.

He has other ideas, though
probably not to President Biden’s
liking. France famously refuses to
collect racial data, though the U.S.
is unlikely to take a step that
would complicate enforcement of
civil-rights laws. “I don’t say we’re
never going to have any classifica-
tions for any reason,” Mr. Bern-
stein says. “But if you’re going to
use them, use them in a way that
makes sense for the goal you’re
trying to achieve.” The FBI’s hate-
crimes statistics, for instance,
don’t follow Directive 15.

Perhaps there could be a rule,
Mr. Bernstein says, “that before
you ask people to check the box,
that you have to have a compelling
interest,” which is also a constitu-
tional precondition for government
to treat people differently based on
race. If the public wants to redress
historical wrongs, maybe it could
focus on descendants of slaves and
tribal members on reservations,
“two classifications that, while
they are strongly correlated with
race, are also not actually racial
classifications.”

Another rule might say racial la-
bels can’t be unwillingly imposed.
“If you fill out a mortgage applica-
tion—I know that’s one example—
and you just don’t check your race,
the mortgage broker is required to
guess,” Mr. Bernstein says. “That’s
not appropriate for a free society.”
But as long as it’s happening, he’s
skeptical that opting out of the

Mocks Ethnic Diversity

check boxes accomplishes
much.

In biomedical research,
Mr. Bernstein thinks Direc-
tive 15 should be banned. He
points to an NPR story last
year that said Moderna’s
Covid-19 vaccine trial was
delayed “a week or two” af-
ter Francis Collins, then
head of the National Insti-
tutes of Health, insisted on
more minority participants.
As Dr. Collins recounted, he
told Moderna: “You may
have a vaccine that turns
out to be safe and effective
for white people, but you
will have failed, and we will
not defend you.”

Mr. Bernstein sees that as
politics invading science.
“The government wasn’t
saying, ‘Oh, we’re concerned
about specific genetic sub-
groups that may be more
susceptible to this or that, ”
he says. It was a public-
health PR move under Direc-
tive 15, and especially unscientific
for Hispanics. “Even to the extent
that race can be at least correlated
with genetics, that’s not true for
Hispanics, because they’re from
everywhere.”

Race remains a heated topic,
but Mr. Bernstein is optimistic
about the trend lines. As of 2015,
the share of newlyweds with a
spouse from another category was
29% of Asians, 27% of Hispanics,
18% of blacks and 11% of whites.
(The Pew Research Center notes
that if the figure for whites looks
low, it may be “simply because
most potential partners are
white.”) What will happen to mi-
nority contracting preferences
when a majority of citizens qualify
for them? If the future looks like
Tiger Woods, who once called him-
self “Cablinasian,” then Directive
15 might be obsolete.

s for Harvard and UNC, the

Supreme Court said in Bakke

that the only legal rationale
for racial preferences in admis-
sions is to ensure campus diversity.
Yet clumsy Directive 15 terms are
all over the current parties’ briefs.
Schools use those labels in report-
ing data to the Education Depart-
ment, Mr. Bernstein says, which
might be why admissions offices
follow them off a logical cliff.

“When has anyone ever sat
down, including Harvard and UNC,
and explained why these specific
classifications, made for other
purposes, are coextensive with di-
versity?” Mr. Bernstein asks. “One
of the claims against affirmative
action used for diversity purposes
is that it’s a stereotype, that all X
are the same.” No one actually
thinks “that Indians have anything
in common with Filipinos, other
than this arbitrary geographic
classification.”

Yes, Filipinos, from an archipel-
ago of Pacific islands, are counted
as Asian, not Pacific Islander. Go
figure. As with the rest of Directive
15, this isn’t only a practical objec-
tion but a legal one: “An arbitrary
classification,” Mr. Bernstein says,
“is the hallmark of what violates
the Equal Protection Clause.”

Mr. Peterson is a member of the
Journal’s editorial board.

to Lose on Abortion

any point before birth.

Although the amendment imposes
policies that seem inconsistent with
public opinion, Proposal 3 has as
high as 61.6% support in one recent
poll. That disparity can be explained
in part by the state’s Republican
lawmakers’ refusal to consider relax-
ing the 1931 law. It’s a principled po-
sition, but it’s also highly unpopular.

This was made clearer in August,
when Kansans voted 59% to 41% to
keep their state’s constitutional pro-
tection for abortion. When voters
believe they’re presented with an
all-or-nothing decision on the issue,
most are usually inclined to take the
former. In ducking that unfortunate
reality, Michigan Republicans risk ir-
reparably damaging the pro-life
cause.

If Proposal 3 fails, Michigan’s Su-
preme Court will proceed with the
appeal of the 1931 law. The state
high court has a 4-3 Democratic ma-
jority, which would become 4-3 Re-
publican if GOP candidates win both
seats that are up next month. In that
event the Democratic majority might
speed up the process and rule before
the new term begins on Jan. 1 that
the Michigan Constitution protects a
right to abortion—though presum-
ably not as expansive a right as Pro-
posal 3’s.

This dynamic provides a conve-
nient out for Republican gubernato-
rial nominee Tudor Dixon. When

asked about the issue in this week’s
gubernatorial debate, she said: “The
people will decide what they want to
do. . . . Abortion rights will be de-
cided by Proposal 3, or it will be de-
cided by a judge.” When pressed
again on whether she’d favor amend-
ing the law, she demurred.

Republicans are trying to have it
both ways, refusing to compromise
while avoiding political responsibil-
ity for an uncompromising position.
The wiser course would be the op-
posite: not to abandon their princi-
ples, but to understand their constit-
uents’ present limits, enact
restrictions that have more popular
support, and do the hard work of
forming a pro-life consensus over
the long run.

When the U.S. Supreme Court
took on abortion, the Republicans
who control Michigan’s Legislature
sat on their hands. They had an op-
portunity to pass legislation amend-
ing the 1931 law—by imposing, say,
a ban on abortion after 15 weeks—
only to have Ms. Whitmer veto it.
Doing so would have given them the
opportunity to show voters what
they would do if not for their ex-
treme governor.

Instead, they countered the Dem-
ocratic “blueprint” with nothing,
which may ensure a political defeat.

Mr. Tomaino is an assistant edi-
torial features editor at the Journal.
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Welcome to Elon Musk’s Free Speech Zone

gest challenge yet, and this is a guy who
hopes to die on Mars. After along, tem-
pestuous takeover process,
this week Mr. Musk closed the

|| \ ixing Twitter might be Elon Musk’s big-

He might save Twitter,

stant headache for Republicans. The GOP does
better when the focus is on President Biden. If
Mr. Trump does decide to rejoin, no one will be
happier than liberal journal-
ists, who desperately want him

$44 billion deal, marched into or he might not. but the torun for President again so
Twitter’s headquarters in San . ’ . they can revive their flagging
Francisco, and promptly reaction has been wild. readerships.

cleared out the C-suite. E—— Another idea floated by Mr.

Users now await Mr. Musk’s
plans for the social site, which are hard to distill
into 140 characters. A good first step would be
to emphasize that dissenting views on political
topics like Covid-19 or climate change won’t be
throttled as “disinformation.” Mr. Musk could
move the company to Texas, as he did for Tesla.
Simply getting the site’s employees out of the San
Francisco bubble might help.

On the left, the reaction has been like some-
thing out of the Book of Revelation. “The sun is
dark,” tweeted a journalism professor. A writer
at the Verge argued: “It turns out that most peo-
ple do not want to participate in horrible un-
moderated internet spaces full of s— racists.”
The left dominates American media, but it
sounds horrified that Mr. Musk might be politi-
cally ecumenical.

“It is important to the future of civilization
to have a common digital town square,” Mr.
Musk wrote Thursday in a missive to advertis-
ers. “That said, Twitter obviously cannot be-
come a free-for-all hellscape, where anything
can be said with no consequences! In addition
to adhering to the laws of the land, our platform
must be warm and welcoming to all.” This does
not sound like anything goes.

The elephant in the room is Donald Trump,
who was permanently banned from Twitter after
the Capitol riot on Jan. 6, 2021. Mr. Trump bears
responsibility for what happened that day, but
he’s no longer President. Meantime, Iran’s Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei is freely tweeting that “Zi-
onists” have “always been a plague.”

Reinstating Mr. Trump to Twitter might not
even help him politically, and it would be a con-

Musk is to let Twitter users
“choose your desired experience according to
your preferences, just as you can choose, for ex-
ample, to see movies or play video games rang-
ing from all ages to mature.” Would advertisers
and regular users be comfortable on a G-rated
site while knowing coarseness hides behind fil-
ters and settings?

Give Mr. Musk credit for working to find a
free-market fix to complaints about the narrow-
ing of online speech permitted by the tech plat-
forms. Some Republicans are so fed up they
think the government is a solution. Sen. Josh
Hawley once proposed making big internet sites
get a certificate from the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, proving their moderation policies are unbi-
ased, whatever that might mean to the bureau-
cratic enforcers.

Good work too by the Delaware Chancery
Court, which didn’t let Mr. Musk wriggle out of
the deal when he had second thoughts. There’s
areason that Delaware is America’s corporate
capital. Mr. Musk overpaid for Twitter in the
end, its debt load is considerable, and in the past
decade it posted eight years of losses. That debt
is another reason to think Mr. Musk will be re-
sponsive to what users actually want.

Twitter is expected to pay $1billion a year in
interest, up from about $50 million last year. It’s
hard to see how this is sustainable without cost
cutting and, more important, revenue growth,
perhaps by expanding into payments or peer-to-
peer sales. “Buying Twitter,” he tweeted, “is an
accelerant to creating X, the everything app.”
Will Mr. Musk save Twitter? Who knows. But it’ll
be fascinating to watch him try.

The Assault on Paul Pelosi

he home invasion and assault on Paul

Pelosi on Friday is another sickening ex-

ample of political violence in our in-
creasingly disturbed culture. We’re glad to see
the attack denounced by partisans on the right
and left, but we wish we could say this will be
the last such assault.

Police say Mr. Pelosi was attacked shortly be-
fore 2:30 a.m. with a hammer by 42-year-old
David DePape, who will be charged with at-
tempted murder, among other things. Mr. De-
Pape was apparently looking for Mrs. Pelosi at
their San Francisco home and shouted, “Where
is Nancy?” before attacking the House Speaker’s
82-year-old husband.

Mrs. Pelosi was fortunately in Washington
at the time. Her office said her husband, who
was hospitalized with head and body trauma,
“is expected to make a full recovery.”

The assailant’s motives weren’t clear by the
time of publication, but he seems to have been
caught up like many others in conspiracy theo-
ries spun on the internet. Mr. DePape posted
links regarding right-wing election claims and
he called the trial of Derek Chauvin, the police
officer convicted of killing George Floyd, a
“modern lynching.”

He also sold hemp bracelets with peace signs
and posted rants about Jesus being the anti-
christ. In other words, he fits the profile of an
alienated, perhaps mentally ill, person who
latches on to internet obsessions, some of
which turn out to be political.

The U.S. is full of such people, and their po-
litical targets are on the left and right, Demo-

crats and Republicans. The gunman who nearly
killed GOP House whip Steve Scalise in 2017 at
a Congressional baseball practice was a Bernie
Sanders supporter. The man with weapons and
ill-intent arrested outside Justice Brett Ka-
vanaugh’s home this year was angry about the
possible overturning of Roe v. Wade.

There’s no easy solution to this problem
given our larger cultural breakdown. Prominent
politicians will inevitably become targets. Capi-
tol Police say they investigated some 9,600
threats against lawmakers in 2021. Recall the
man who rushed New York Rep. Lee Zeldin with
a key chain with two sharp points this summer
as he campaigned for Governor.

More security will have to be provided to
public officials, and candidates will have to take
precautions. The growing risks will deter many
people from considering politics.

The political and media classes can help by
avoiding hateful rhetoric aimed at their oppo-
nents. They can also not pile on Justice Samuel
Alito, as some did this week after he said that
the leak of his draft Supreme Court opinion in
the Dobbs abortion case led to the threats
against Justice Kavanaugh. Justice Alito was
right, but left-wing Twitter treated him like a
paranoid complainer.

The risk of violence will grow as the elec-
tion nears and passions get hot, and as more
people come to mistakenly believe that any
one election will determine the country’s fate.
Small-d democratic tolerance is in short sup-
ply these days, but it behooves everyone in
public life to practice it.

Facebook Does a Faceplant

ow the Meta has fallen. Who would
have predicted a year ago that Exxon
Mobil’s market value would be nearly
double that of the company
formerly known as Facebook?

Certainly not the antitrust
regulators who sued to break

monopoly.

Meta’s stock took a 23%
dive this week after its third-
quarter earnings report
showed slowing growth in social media and
mounting losses at its virtual-reality division.
The company’s market value has fallen $655
billion this year, which knocked it out of the list
of top 25 companies in the world by market
capitalization.

Other big tech stocks have also sold off this
year amid rising interest rates. The Federal Re-
serve’s bond-buying and negative real interest
rates drove investors into growth stocks, which
inflated tech valuations. Social-media compa-
nies have also been hurt by lower advertising
spending as businesses cut marketing budgets
amid economic uncertainty.

Meta’s 70% share decline this year is also the
result of investors downgrading its growth ex-
pectations. Meta is facing social-media compe-
tition from TikTok, which is more popular than
Facebook and Instagram among the youngest
generations. Privacy controls that Apple intro-
duced on its iPhones last year have also limited
advertisers’ ability to target users, which has
hurt Meta’s ad sales.

Foreseeing these headwinds, Mr. Zuckerberg
last fall tripled down on the company’s meta-
verse bet. The company has plowed $13 billion

Memo to Lina Khan:
After losing 70% of its
up Mark Zuckerberg’s alleged market cap, Meta hardly
looks like a monopoly.

in the last year into its Reality Labs, which sells
virtual-reality headsets and apps that allow us-
ers to interact in an alternative universe. But
its metaverse has struggled to
attract users beyond hard-
core video-gamers.

A recent New York Times
report said Meta employees
this summer proposed mar-
keting VR headsets to Ameri-
cans who receive student debt
relief, hoping this could lift
sales. “This is an opportunity for Meta Quest
growth, as there is evidence that past Federal
Stimulus spurred growth,” an analysis stated.
How many of America’s missing workers are
lost in the metaverse?

It’s hard to predict how many customers will
buy Meta’s new $1,500 virtual-reality headsets.
When Facebook in 2012 bought Instagram for
$1 billion, many were also skeptical it would de-
liver. Mr. Zuckerberg could end up making his
metaverse fantastically profitable. But the point
is that Meta isn’t the monopolist that the Fed-
eral Trade Commission claims in its lawsuit to
break up the company.

It faces stiff competition from several direc-
tions, and Apple is expected to unveil its own
virtual-reality headset. Mr. Zuckerberg’s meta-
verse bet isn’t a guaranteed success. This is one
reason the FTC lawsuit this summer to block
Meta’s acquisition of VR fitness app developer
Within Unlimited is so unpersuasive.

FTC Chair Lina Khan wants to prevent Mr.
Zuckerberg from obtaining a metaverse monop-
oly. But markets seem a lot less certain that
he’ll succeed, or even that his alternative uni-
verse will be all that profitable.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Media and the Lingering 2020 Election

Peggy Noonan makes cogent obser-
vations in “A Week in the Life of a
Worried Land” (Declarations, Oct.
22). But her contention that the
“mainstream media” leaned leftward
as a reaction to Donald Trump has it
backward. Mr. Trump became a seri-
ous player with conservative, middle-
class America as a reaction to the
leftward bias of the U.S. media and
culture, not the other way around.

Talk radio and Fox News were re-
actions, too. None of them, including
Mr. Trump, would have become the
phenomena they are if those “in
charge” had played things straight
down the middle, and continued to
differentiate news from opinion.

PATRICK G. BROWN
Orlando, Fla.

When major media outlets discov-
ered that coverage of Mr. Trump gave
them more viewers, readers, listeners
and clicks, they poured it on during
the months and years ahead of the
2016 election, fueling his campaign.

Then, when he won, many outlets
regretted that they had helped elect a
public menace and felt an obligation
to fully report when he undercut pub-
lic-health authorities, bent the law and
sowed electoral mistrust. Ms. Noonan
is right about the erosion of media
credibility, but facts are still facts.

STEVE VOGEL
Bloomington, IIL.

Ms. Noonan ponders in her column
why so many Republicans were (and
are) open to former President
Trump’s claim that the 2020 election
was stolen. She offers a list of con-
tributing factors, among them “or-
neriness” and “conspiracism.” But
something more concrete is missing,
which directly preceded the civics fi-
asco of 2020.

As late as 2019, Hillary Clinton
said on prime-time television that Mr.
Trump was “an illegitimate presi-
dent” and that the 2016 election
“wasn’t on the level” due to such
“tactics” as “suppression” and “hack-
ing.” At an “Evening with the Clin-
tons” event that same year, Mrs. Clin-
ton said, “You can run the best
campaign, you can even become the
nominee, and you can have the elec-
tion stolen from you.” That same
year, former President Jimmy Carter
said Mr. Trump “lost the [2016] elec-
tion” and was “put into office” by
Russian interference.

This was singular, toxic talk from
eminences of the Democratic Party,
and it rippled outward to iPhones and
flatscreens across America. How
could it not have contributed to what
we witnessed the very next year—dis-
trust in our electoral system and an
instinct to deny defeat rather than
accept a result for the greater good?

Davip S. CLANCY
Concord, Mass.

When America Abandoned Mass Incarceration

William Barr’s excellent op-ed ex-
plains the role progressive politicians
and reformers have played in making
our cities less safe, as if prisons are
the problem, not the prisoners (“Ris-
ing Crime Rates Are a Policy Choice,”
Oct. 27). Where are these reformers’
contemporaries—the psychiatrists,
psychologists and social workers—
who advanced a comparable policy
regarding the state mental hospitals?

Having worked at the Philadelphia
State Hospital (Byberry) in the
1960s, I recall my fear that after de-
cades of institutionalization, some of
the former patients might not sur-
vive in the real world. Oh, sure, there
were in-house programs to teach
budgeting, food preparation and the

use of public transportation. But
many of these soon-to-be free pa-
tients were rightfully frightened of
their uncertain futures. Eliminating
mental hospitals hasn’t eliminated
mental illness, as the sidewalks of
our cities demonstrate.

The state hospitals had been built
at a distance from the cities. As the
suburbs expanded, the mental hospi-
tals became seemingly closer. Some-
one must have noticed their expan-
sive green spaces and imagined what
could be done by replacing the old
buildings with houses and football
fields and shopping centers—and how
much money could be made.

RoCHELLE WOLF
Wynnewood, Pa.

Palestinians Still Not Willing to Compromise

Don Siefkes writes that former Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu jeopardizes Israel’s survival by
“insisting that the Palestinians want
to destroy Israel” when they really
want “their own state in the West
Bank” (Letters, Oct. 22). But if that
were the case, Palestinians could have
had a state in 1948, 1967, 2001, 2008
and since. Yet every Palestinian leader
has rejected every offer of statehood,
lest they have to accept a permanent
Jewish state in any form.

China Shouldn’t Be Allowed
To Push Us Around Like This

After reading your editorial “How
China Abuses U.S. Diplomats” (Oct.
26), I was at a loss for words. It is
unthinkable that our government
would allow China to subject our dip-
lomats, and especially their families,
to such outrageous conditions. The
lack of an appropriate response by
the White House and State Depart-
ment makes us appear weak and a
second-rate power, afraid to stand up
to China.

I hope that Congress will investi-
gate this matter. Such an investiga-
tion could shine some light (and
heat) on those who sent our people
into such situations and failed to pro-
tect them. Unlike the usual congres-
sional political theatrics, this might
actually benefit our government.

JonN D. GRUBBS
Houston

Heitman Hits the Right Note

Danny Heitman’s op-ed “Sinatra
Serenades My Daughter” (Oct. 26)
brought tears to the eyes of this
boomer father of two daughters. I've
listened and sang along to “The Way
You Look Tonight” so many times, I
know it by heart and can name it in
just two notes. Now, my youngest is
getting married. Mr. Heitman’s senti-
ments perfectly express this father’s
love for his daughters and his appreci-
ation of Frank Sinatra’s timeless tal-
ent. Mr. Heitman and “Old Blue Eyes”
can turn mine red.

GENE WHISSEL
Davidsonville, Md.

Thank you for publishing Mr. Heit-
man’s article. It was perfect. I only
wish my parents were alive to read it.

Mary Moon
Yardley, Pa.

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

Palestinian maps show all of Israel
as their territory. Cries of “from the
river to the sea” are self-explanatory.
Any new Palestinian territory would
be used for further hostilities, just as
Hamas uses Gaza to launch rockets.

DORON LUBINSKY
Atlanta

The Hamas charter states that only
jihad will resolve the conflict. Mah-
moud Abbas, president of the Pales-
tinian Authority, incites his people to
violent resistance, giving lifelong sti-
pends to those who answer the call.
Larger payments are made to those
who kill many Israelis.

Mr. Abbas’s view of a two-state so-
lution is a Jew-free Palestinian state
alongside a Muslim-majority Israel,
populated by people claiming descent
from refugees of the Arab-initiated
wars against the Jews decades ago.
(While Israel absorbed and uplifted
800,000 Jews driven out of Muslim
lands, Arab countries and the U.N.
have kept millions of descendants of
around 700,000 fleeing Arabs in refu-
gee limbo.) No Jews would be safe in
such an Israel, outnumbered and sur-
rounded by sworn enemies who con-
tinue to advocate their destruction.

Tosy F. BLock
Atlanta

Sympathy Is Not the Word

I don’t quarrel with your editorial
stance that Steve Bannon didn’t have a
valid claim to ignore the subpoena
(“No Sympathy for Steve Bannon,” Oct.
22). I take more than an ounce of plea-
sure, however, in the fact that he told
the almighty committee to stick it.

T.J. SEXTON
St. Paul, Minn.

Pepper ...
And Salt

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

“Sometimes when I am feeling very
badly about how much I am not
saving the planet, I think, well,

at least I am biodegradable.”




P2JW302000-4-A01700-1-------- XA

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

* %k %k %

Saturday/Sunday, October 29 - 30, 2022 | A17

OPINION

Crime Could Elect a Republican in New York

DECLARATIONS
By Peggy Noonan

think we all have a sense of
where this is going.

People are alarmed at the
cost of things. They are afraid
of crime. They don’t like what

they see of the schools. These are
personal, intimate issues. They have
to do with how you live your life.
You don’t want to be the parents
who can’t buy the kids what they
need and the other kids make fun of
them. You don’t want the emotional
mood of your house dictated by your
fear that you can’t make rent. You
don’t want to be hit on the head on
the way to the store—what would

Democrats are committed
to an extreme ideology,
so their politicians are
reduced to doubletalk.

you do if you were carjacked, what’s
the right way to act?—and you don’t
want to be constantly doubting your
kids are safe. And the schools are
swept by weirdness of all kinds. Just
teach them math and history so they
can go on and get a good job and
not always be afraid of the rent.
These three things, plus illegal
immigration, will defeat a lot of
Democrats on Nov. 8, as will one
other factor: The Democrats don’t
have a plan. This leaves voters
thinking: We can’t turn it around
with them. Their party is committed
to ideologies that are causing or
contributing to these problems, and
they’re afraid to break free of those
commitments because the leftward
edges of their base won’t vote for

them if they do. So they’re stuck
talking doubletalk.

With the Republicans, maybe
their plans will work, maybe not,
but at least they’re talking about
what you’re thinking about, at least
there’s a possibility they’ll come
through.

I want to talk about crime and
New York. The other day this news-
paper ran an editorial recalling
some recent mayhem. A 62-year-old
grandfather was punched in the
head at a Bronx subway station and
propelled onto the tracks. Last week
a man was pushed onto the tracks in
Brooklyn, and another onto the
tracks in the Bronx. In September, a
father of two was fatally stabbed on
a Brooklyn train. The suspect was a
homeless man who’d been arrested
for a subway stabbing last year and
was out on “supervised release.” As
if we supervise them.

The New York Post reported an
18-year-old woman was stabbed in
the hip on Wednesday by a “de-
ranged stranger” at 10 a.m. on a
Brooklyn street. A police source told
the Post: “It looks like an EDP”—an
emotionally disturbed person.

Democrats have long replied that
crime statistics are in fact lower
than they were decades ago. But de-
cades ago New York was in a sus-
tained crime wave and trying to
crawl its way out. The trend lines
now are going the wrong way. So
when Democrats respond this way, it
sounds like, “Who you gonna be-
lieve, me or your lying eyes?”

Professional criminals and gang
members know they have the upper
hand: changes in procedure mean
they likely won’t be charged; revi-
sions in bail law mean if they are,
they’ll be out by lunch.

And there are the mentally ill,
who are pretty much dumped on the
streets in America. Back in the
1960s and ’70s the forces of modern
thinking argued not only that men-
tal hospitals were scandalously run
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The New York subway

and often Dickensian, but that we
had it all wrong: Society itself is so
crazy that a “crazy” response was a
hallmark of a kind of higher sanity.
The insane were our thought lead-
ers. It is true that institutionaliza-
tion was usually terrible, but the an-
swer can’t be that the insane are left
to roam the streets and build tent
cities on sidewalks. The answer is to
devote more resources to broaden-
ing and improving institutionaliza-
tion. Most politicians know this but
feel they can’t turn the ship around,
so they ignore the issue and just do
press conferences where they say
moving things about the little girl
who was murdered.

Meanwhile, the mentally ill often
go off their meds when they’re in
the mood. Manic depressives miss
the high of the manic episodes,
schizophrenics miss their visions. So
they go off, and go crazy, and
grandpa winds up on the subway
tracks.

You can calculate what a street
criminal will do, and factor it in.
Don’t walk on the empty street at
night; don’t wear the gold Rolex
when dining at an outside restaurant,

skt

the scooter gangs will get you. It’s
harder to predict what an insane
person will do, which is why every-
one feels at their mercy.

People have no confidence—
none—that “the authorities” will do
anything to make the situation bet-
ter. The district attorneys’ offices
are in the grip of a legal ideology
that views inequity and racism as
the primary and essential problem,
and once we solve them we can then
focus on street crime.

This ideology owns Twitter, the
Slack channels of major media com-
panies and the departments of all
major universities and their law
schools. So it is formidable. It has
been winning since the 2010s. But in
sheer numbers its advocates punch
way above their weight. What anti-
crime voters need to realize is they
have mass. They are the overwhelm-
ing majority—in both parties. They
can fight back. This Election Day I
think they will.

That is the context of New York’s
startling gubernatorial race, with Re-
publican Rep. Lee Zeldin up against
incumbent Democrat Kathy Hochul.
Ms. Hochul held a comfortable lead

in a state where Democratic regis-
tration is twice that of Republicans,
and Mr. Zeldin long ago wrapped
himself around Donald Trump’s en-
gine and voted not to certify Joe Bi-
den’s 2020 electoral votes. This was
in line with feeling in his district but
not the state, which Mr. Trump lost
by 23 points.

Yet suddenly it’s a real race, and
the reason is crime. In the debate
this week, Mr. Zeldin talked about
it as if he cared. When Ms. Hochul
mentioned gun control, Mr. Zeldin
lit up. No, he said, it’s not only
guns: “You have people who are
afraid of being pushed in front of
oncoming subway cars, they’re be-
ing stabbed, beaten to death on the
street with hammers. Go talk to the
Asian-American community and
how it’s impacted them with the
loss of lives. . . . We need to be
talking about all of these other
crimes, but instead Kathy Hochul is
too busy patting herself on the
back, ‘Job well done.” ”

He said he’d declare a crime
emergency from day one, as we did
with Covid, and remove progressive
district attorneys.

It was electric. Watch that race.

There was nothing endearing
about Mr. Zeldin, who is deliberately
growly and grim. He has this in com-
mon with a lot of the male post-
Trump-presidency generation of GOP
politicians: There is a sense of unease
in them, something at once aggres-
sive and furtive. They glower and
simmer, grrr grrr, as if it’s a conces-
sion to your fancy ideas of civiliza-
tion to be personable. Here an angry
conservative will say, “Our country’s
a dumpster fire and you want charm?
You want winsome?”

No, I'd like normal. Politics is a
game of addition. Attract those who
don’t equate a glower with wisdom.
What does good nature cost you?

We should be able to conduct our
lives without a constant air of men-
ace. Our politics, also.

Naval Officers Face Off at 2022 Midterms’ Ground Zero

By Kate Bachelder Odell

Virginia Beach, Va.
he roar of F/A-18s taking off
nearby is a fitting soundtrack
for a political debate between

two military veterans, but no one in
the ballroom needed the flyover to
know Virginia Beach is a U.S. Navy
town. Rep. Elaine Luria, the Demo-
cratic incumbent representing Vir-
ginia’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict, is a retired Navy commander
who served for 20 years as a surface
warfare officer. Her challenger, Re-
publican state Sen. Jen Kiggans,
spent a decade flying Navy helicop-
ters before departing the service for
a career as a nurse practitioner.

Jen Kiggans takes on Rep.
Elaine Luria in a Virginia
district where everyone

has ties to the military.
1

This naval-officer showdown is
one of the tightest congressional
races in the country. Kyle Kondik of
the University of Virginia Center for
Politics has said the Second District
may be the median House district in
the U.S. President Biden carried it
by 2 points in 2020. The district
flipped parties in 2000, 2008, 2010
and 2018. (It was redrawn before
the elections of 2002, 2012 and
2022.) Most everyone has some con-
nection to the Navy, and the com-
mon purpose knits a tight social
fabric now rare in America. Flipping
a seat here is also a no-fail mission
if the GOP hopes to regain control of
the House.

The Democratic Party would be
healthier if Ms. Luria were its me-
dian member. Few Democrats think,
as Ms. Luria does, that the U.S.
needs to return to “Reagan-era de-
fense spending levels” to deal with
the threat from China. That would
be 5% to 6% of the economy rather
than today’s 3%. The House adopted
an amendment she put forth with a
colleague adding $37 billion to Mr.
Biden’s defense budget.

The White House “was not

happy” about that proposal, she
says in an interview at her campaign
office. She was also right when she
said this year that banning members
of Congress from trading stocks
was, in the lingua franca of naval of-
ficers, “bulls—.”

But Ms. Luria is for some reason
running mainly on the Jan. 6 riots
and abortion. A member of the
House’s Jan. 6 committee, she ends
the debate by telling the audience
she is “not your candidate” if you
think Joe Biden didn’t win in 2020,
and “not your candidate” if you
“stand with insurrectionists” or if
“you think that you know what’s
best for women.” She repeats this
refrain several times, with various
conditions. It is an odd pitch when
asking for a vote. Those on the
fence may conclude that Ms. Luria
is, well, not their candidate.

Ms. Luria doesn’t seem to savor
the grind of politics. During the
same debate, when the moderator
announced he had “two more ques-
tions,” Ms. Luria muttered into a hot
microphone, “Thank God.”

She was considerably more at
ease the following week, off the
campaign trail discussing Navy ship-
building. Ms. Luria talked on a panel
with Republican Sen. Roger Wicker
of Mississippi and Ronald Reagan’s
Navy secretary, John Lehman, about
how, for instance, the Navy is set to
lose about 1,680 missile launch
tubes over the next several years,
when China may be most likely to
strike Taiwan. She would be a natu-
ral Navy secretary under a Demo-
cratic president.

Ms. Kiggans says she’s running
“to restore American strength,”
whether in the economy or the mili-
tary. That theme is likely to reso-
nate as inflation burns, particularly
in a district where voters may have
a visceral and enduring distaste for
Mr. Biden’s exit from Afghanistan.
Ms. Kiggans, a mother of four, is
also a formidable casting choice. In
a campaign spot on her website, she
introduces viewers to some of the
most popular accoutrements in
American politics: “my helicopter,”
“my minivan” and her “Navy fighter
pilot husband.”

“No one ever talks to me about
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things like Jan. 6,” Ms. Kiggans says
as we walk briskly around a Virginia
Beach neighborhood, knocking on
doors. Most of the voters offer the
same report: They are unhappy with
the economy and the price of gaso-
line and groceries. Another refrain
is chaos at the southern border.

“We live on the beach and the
bay,” so voters here also “care about
the environment,” Ms. Kiggans
adds. They’re moderate on social is-
sues, “they love a strong military,”
and “safety and education are im-
portant.” One woman we meet says
she decamped to the area to escape
“the craziness” of Northern Vir-
ginia. Such refugees are increas-
ingly common in this part of the
Old Dominion.

Ms. Kiggans has been hammering
Ms. Luria for voting with Speaker
Nancy Pelosi “99% of the time.” If

Ms. Kiggans “wants to run against
the speaker,” Ms. Luria struck back
this week, “she should move to San
Francisco.” Ms. Luria did vote for
the Inflation Reduction Act, as well
as the multitrillion-dollar blowout
known as Build Back Better, which
failed to clear the Senate. (Ms. Luria
notes to me that she did, however,
vote against House Democrats’ $3
trillion Covid-relief proposal known
as the Heroes Act of 2020.)

The most recent polling, con-
ducted by Christopher Newport Uni-
versity’s Wason Center for Civic
Leadership, puts Ms. Luria and Ms.
Kiggans each at 45% of the vote,
with 8% undecided. The redrawn
district includes more rural areas,
which helps Ms. Kiggans. But so do
the issues she’s hitting. Some 39% of
voters list the economy and infla-
tion as their top priority, more than

double the 17% who list abortion
and 14% who list “threats to democ-
racy.” With a roughly 40% approval
rating, Mr. Biden is a liability for
Ms. Luria.

Another tailwind for Ms. Kiggans:
GOP Gov. Glenn Youngkin enjoys a
56% approval rating in the district,
and Ms. Kiggans draws on the play-
book that helped propel him to the
governorship last year. “There is go-
ing to be another huge red wave
across the commonwealth and
across the nation,” Mr. Youngkin
says while campaigning for Ms. Kig-
gans at a pumpkin farm on Oct. 24.
“And Jen Kiggans, let me just tell
you what’s gonna happen: Jen Kig-
gans is gonna have her surfboard,
she’s gonna be on top of that wave.”

Mrs. Odell is a member of the
Journal’s editorial board.

UFO ‘Mystery’ Shouldn’t Drag On

NASA just detailed
16 scientists to
conduct a nine-
month investiga-
tion of “observa-
tions of events in
the sky that cannot

BUSINESS

WORLD be identified as air-
By Holman W. craft or as known
Jenkins, Jr natural phenom-

A ena,” I'm told

partly to get the
American people the answers they
aren’t going to get from classified
national intelligence research.

The private American Institute of
Aeronautics and Astronautics is also
pursuing the same subject with
three committees. It’s about time.

Five years have passed since an
alleged military intelligence whistle-
blower disclosed details of secret
Pentagon UFO efforts, without any
apparent consequence for breaking
his oath. Leaked were two videos of
alleged sightings by Navy pilots.
There followed hearings in Congress,
legislation and a nine-page national
intelligence directorate unclassified
finding last year that reports that
UFOs “appear to demonstrate ad-
vanced technology.”

Something else is also clearer
with the passage of time and the
non-emergence of evidence from
other sources: The UFO commotion
has largely been sustained by the
U.S. defense establishment. Espe-
cially absurd is a situation in which
unclassified reports assure us UFOs
are a big mystery when the classi-
fied versions may know exactly what
they are.

The alleged UAPs, or unexplained
aerial phenomena as the Pentagon
prefers to call them, have an appar-
ent affinity for restricted military
airspace. According to pilot testi-
mony, UAPs for a time could reliably
be found hovering in the vicinity of
the Virginia Beach naval air sta-
tion—so much so that pilots and
their commanders feared a midair
collision, though apparently none

has happened and neither has any
effort to procure a specimen.

A useful compendium of sightings
and incidents, by George M. Eber-
hart of the American Library Associ-
ation, starts in the year 812. By
World War II, pilots were regularly
reporting encounters. Foo fighters
didn’t begin as the name of a band.
It was a term coined by allied pilots
in the European and Pacific theaters
for mysterious flying objects.

Only with the 19th century did
“aliens” emerge as the go-to hypoth-
esis for numerous unexplained appa-
ritions. Availability bias does the
rest, which some of my readers con-

Some questions are put
forward to distract and
not because answers

are genuinely sought.
1

fuse with Occam’s razor.

The real Occam’s razor, it seems
to me, begins with recognizing that
we wouldn’t be having this conversa-
tion unless military-related officials
wanted us to.

The UAP furor, like the Russia col-
lusion furor, may be a case of one
thing following another, cresting
along on the viral attention paid
anything relating to alien visitation.
The persuasive air drained out of the
Russia hoax when a small number of
closely connected hands were even-
tually seen to be cranking the smoke
machine. On UFOs, after five years,
the circle of suggestion still is not
much bigger than a pair of leaked
videos, a self-proclaimed Pentagon
whistleblower, and the former Navy
pilots David Fravor and Ryan Graves,
who were selected or selected them-
selves as eyewitnesses.

The mystery here is potentially an
important one and deserves investi-
gation. A fundamental seriousness
has yet to enter the press. Almost all

reporting is characterized not by in-
quiry but by a will to believe.

In the Hill newspaper, which cov-
ers Congress and can’t get enough
of UFOs, a writer recently argued
that the wording of a Senate Intelli-
gence Committee bill implied that
members with access to secret intel-
ligence were confirming that UFOs
are of “non-human origin.” In the
New York Times, another big flog-
ger of the UFO story, reporters in-
vited former officials with security
clearances to speculate about U.S.
government possessing alien crash
debris, then presented their specu-
lation as evidence that the govern-
ment possesses crash debris.

This is not good reasoning. The
truth is out there, but it likely
starts with acknowledging that the
UFO debate began with the U.S. mil-
itary sector and has been sustained
by claims and ostensible observa-
tions by the U.S. military sector. My
own guess: Aliens would be unlikely
to restrict their interest to U.S. mil-
itary training operations. Their
spacecraft would be detected out-
side the atmosphere as well as in-
side it. Ditto their radio-frequency
emissions. Time and interstellar
distances also remain obstacles to
belief.

On the other hand, if the technol-
ogy exists on Earth to make super-
fast, supermaneuverable drones, hid-
ing it would be difficult. Much less
so technology aimed at spoofing en-
emy pilots and their guidance sys-
tems, say, with lasers -creating
plasma bubbles in the air.

This is a known U.S. military re-
search interest. An obvious military
investment priority is to protect an-
other big military investment prior-
ity, our manned and unmanned air-
craft. Reporters and official
investigators without security clear-
ances may yet bring us the truth in
coming days. A way to slow them
down is by sprinkling a lot of pleas-
ing and distracting red herrings in
their path.
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Reality Check
Tech giants shift
focus to our needs,
not dreams B2
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Risk Factor
An American with
factories in China
faces trouble B5

DJIA 32861.80 A 828.52 2.6% NASDAQ 11102.45 A 2.9%

STOXX 600 410.76 A 0.1%

10-YR.TREAS. v 17/32, yield 4.009%

OIL $87.90 v $1.18

GOLD $1,639.60 v $20.70

EURO $0.9966 YEN 147.48

Rob Arnott,
Research
Affiliates

Rick Rieder,
BlackRock

WHERE SIX
INVESTORS
THINK THE
MARKETS
ARE GOING

Amid high inflation, a crypto
crash and stock swings, the pros
outline which indicators they're
watching, the lessons they see,
and how they’re calling it
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massive selloff
in bonds. A
plunge in tech
stocks. The im-
plosion of crypto-
currencies. The
highest inflation
in four decades.

Amid a brutal and uncer-
tain climate, we asked six
heavyweights in the world of
finance to share their
thoughts on the state of the
markets, how they have han-
dled this year’s carnage and
what they anticipate in the
future.

The market watchers dis-
agreed on some fundamental
issues. Jeremy Grantham,
best known for predicting the
market crashes of 2000 and
2008, gave many reasons to
be pessimistic even after the
initial bursting of what he
called “a super bubble.” In-
vesting pioneer Rob Arnott,
the founder of Research Affil-
iates, agrees the market
hasn’t yet hit bottom. Lloyd
Blankfein, the former chief
executive of Wall Street giant
Goldman Sachs Group Inc.,
says things aren’t as bad as

Grantham Mayo
Van Otterloo

they seem.

Most do agree this wild
ride isn’t going to smooth out
anytime soon.

Wait for peak fear
Investors should wait until
markets have hit their bottom
to buy, says Mr. Arnott. And
that hasn’t happened yet, in
his opinion.

Buy too early, and your in-
vestments will fall further.
Buy too late, and you will
have missed the best opportu-
nity to make a profit.

U.S. stocks still look expen-
sive to Mr. Arnott, the son of
a pastor who turned a love of
computers, math and research
into investment advisory busi-
ness Research Affiliates. He is
known within his industry as
the “godfather of smart beta,”
a reference to funds that allo-
cate money based on factors
like companies’ dividend pay-
ments, sales, or volatility.

The problem is, identifying
the moment of peak fear—
when investors have gotten so
pessimistic there’s nowhere
for prices to go but up—al-
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A Turnaround That Wasn’t So Sweet

Hershey took a salty path to its revival, and its shares beat most of the S&P 500

Any stock that dou-
bles in five years, out-
performs tech giants
over three years and
beats more than 450
companies in the S&P
500 this year is clearly
worth studying. And there is no better
time to look at one of the biggest win-
ners of a terrifying market than Hal-
loween.

Because that company happens to
be Hershey.

One of the many curious aspects of
Hershey is that people who intuitively
understand its business aren’t adults.
They’re children. To be specific,
they’re children around Hershey, Pa.,
which is among the world’s greatest
places for trick-or-treating. Inside
their Halloween bags next week will
be five years of corporate strategy.

How did the iconic American choc-
olate maker avoid the market melt-
down? It turns out Hershey became
more American and less reliant on
chocolate.

Such a tasty answer required the
company to rethink what business it
was in and where that business
should be. Both decisions were sur-
prising in their own ways, and both
are worth thinking about while stuff-
ing your face.

The first was spending billions of
dollars on popcorn, cheese puffs and
pretzels. Hershey went on a spree of
buying SkinnyPop, Pirate’s Booty,
Dot’s Homestyle Pretzels and Pretzels
Inc. over several years for reasons fa-
miliar to any sentient being: The com-
pany had a craving for sweet and
salty.

“We see great synergies there,”

said Kristen Riggs, Hershey’s chief
growth officer.

The second move was more con-
trarian. Hershey bucked the conven-
tional wisdom—and its own history—
by scaling back internationally and
sharpening its competitive edge at
home. With the company under pres-
sure, it was a risky play.

But since last Halloween, with the
S&P down 15%, Hershey’s stock price
is up 37%. It has soared more than
60% over three years and nearly 120%
over five. The company was being tar-
geted for a takeover in 2016, and now
Hershey’s products like Reese’s and
Kit Kats are performing more like gas
and oil.

There are many companies that will
find themselves dealing with crises
during this market downturn. Some

Please turntopage B4

Dow Jumps

More Than
800 Points

By CHELSEY DULANEY
AND CORRIE DRIEBUSCH

U.S. stocks rose Friday, with big
gains by Apple helping offset declines
among consumer discretionary stocks
weighed down by a sales warning
from e-commerce giant Amazon.

The tech-heavy Nasdagq Composite
Index rose 309.78 points, or 2.9%, to
1110245, bouncing back after two days
of declines. The S&P 500 added 93.76
points, or 2.5%, to 3901.06 while the
Dow Jones Industrial Average was up
828.52 points, or 2.6%, to 32861.80. All
three indexes finished the week with
gains, with the Dow industrials’ recent
run-up putting it down less than 10%
year-to-date.

Octobers are often billed as bad
luck by traders, since the stock-market
crash of 1929 and Black Monday both
took place during the month. This
year, however, the Dow industrials are
on track to finish October up more
than 14%, which would be its best
monthly performance since January
1976.

This week’s gains are a testament
to how the group of companies known
as FAANG—Facebook parent Meta
Platforms, Apple, Amazon, Netflix and
Google parent Alphabet—no longer
drive the performance of major stock
indexes as they did for years. Those
companies’ shares all are down signif-
icantly in 2022, and Meta, Amazon
and Alphabet all fell sharply this week
after reporting lackluster earnings.

Amazon’s shares slid $7.55, or 6.8%,
to $103.41 Friday following downbeat
guidance for its current quarter, which

Please turntopage Bl

Exxon Profit
Hits Record
In Lucrative
Oil Quarter

By CoLLIN EATON

The world’s largest oil companies
continue to reap rewards from sus-
tained high commodity prices as
Exxon Mobil Corp. reported almost
$20 billion in profit, its most lucra-
tive quarter ever, while rival Chev-
ron Corp. reported just a slight dip
from the record haul it set in the
prior quarter.

Despite the hefty profits and high
energy prices, the two largest U.S.
oil companies didn’t telegraph any
plans Friday to increase spending on
oil or fuel production, sticking to
their annual budget ranges that were
set before the war in Ukraine caused
a spike in energy prices as supplies
drained globally.

Exxon’s third-quarter earnings
climbed about 10% from the previous
quarter, which also set a profit re-
cord at the time. It said investments
over the past five years were yield-
ing rewards, including spending fol-
lowing the onset of the pandemic
when many peers pulled back.

Chevron’s third-quarter profit
slipped about 3% to $11.2 billion from
its all-time high in the second quarter
due to net charges in the quarter of

PleaseturntopageB2

Hershey’s Chocolate World near its Hershey, Pa., headquarters.
The chocolate maker sees ‘great synergies’ in salty snacks.
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THE SCORE

THE BUSINESS WEEK IN 7 STOCKS

BED BATH & BEYOND INC.

v

Bed Bath & Beyond is trying
to sell suppliers on itself. On
BBBY her first day as permanent
0 chief executive, Sue Gove
046 hosted hundreds of vendors
virtually and at headquarters
to lay out a strategy for resuscitating
the chain. Ms. Gove said the retailer, af-
ter reeling from plunging sales and a
cash crisis, has enough money to turn
around its business. Ms. Gove has
served as interim chief executive since
June. She succeeded Mark Tritton,
whose attempt to replace national
brands with private-label goods alien-
ated shoppers. Bed Bath & Beyond
shares edged 0.4% lower Thursday.

MCDONALD’S CORP.

A

The golden arches gleamed in
the third quarter. The burger
MCD giant said price increases and
o/ Mmarketing of its core menu

33% boosted U.S. business. Recent

efforts include its farewell

tour of the McRib sandwich and a
Happy Meal for adults featuring collect-
ible figurines. McDonald’s Chief Execu-
tive Chris Kempczinski said the company
is planning for a mild to moderate re-
cession in the U.S, and a potentially
deeper and longer downturn in Europe.
The company expects increasing costs
for food, materials and labor next year.
McDonald’s shares increased 3.3%
Thursday.

PERFORMANCE OF TECH STOCKS THIS WEEK

Source: FactSet

10%

-20
-25

-30

Mon. Tues. Wed.

Alphabet

Amazon

M\,J"\ﬂ""

Meta
Platforms

Thurs. Fri.

META PLATFORMS INC.

v

META
25%

Big Tech has big problems. Facebook parent com-
pany Meta Platforms lost more than one-fifth of its
market value, or about $76 billion, following the
company’s disappointing earnings report. Ama-

zon.com Inc’s sales forecast for the current quarter
missed Wall Street expectations by up to $15 billion. Alpha-
bet Inc. and Microsoft Corp. on Tuesday also reported lack-
luster quarterly results. Meta shares cratered 25% Thursday.

CATERPILLAR INC.

A

Caterpillar is digging up sales
during a challenging time.
CAT The construction-equipment

0 manufacturer posted a 21%

77/) increase in third-quarter
sales, with demand for its

machinery holding up despite weakening
consumer spending. Caterpillar said it
continued to raise its prices for its yel-
low bulldozers, tractors and other equip-
ment to counter higher material and
transportation costs. The company said
expanding investments in oil and natu-
ral-gas production are driving higher de-
mand for its engines used at drilling
sites and pipelines. Caterpillar shares
gained 7.7% Thursday.

CREDIT SUISSE GROUP INC.
v Credit Suisse is retreating
from Wall Street deal making.
(S The embattled Swiss bank
0 said it would cut thousands
20% of jobs and raise $4 billion in
fresh capital to shrink its in-
vestment bank and focus on wealth
management. The overhaul is an at-
tempt to recover from a period of hefty
losses, executive turnover and waning
market confidence. Credit Suisse said it
would rebrand its capital markets and
advisory business as an independent
unit called CS First Boston, reviving a
storied U.S. investment-banking brand.

American depositary shares of Credit
Suisse shares plunged 20% Thursday.

TWITTER INC.
A “The bird is freed.” That’s
what Elon Musk tweeted af-
TWTR ter closing his $44 billion
o/ Purchase of Twitter, ending
07/0 months of uncertainty about
whether he would go through
with the deal. The billionaire ousted
Chief Executive Parag Agrawal and Chief
Financial Officer Ned Segal while taking
Twitter private. The acquisition put a
prominent social-media platform under
the control of the world’s richest person.
In a message to advertisers, Mr. Musk
said Twitter “cannot become a free-for-
all hellscape,” addressing concerns over
his stance on content moderation. Twit-
ter shares added 0.7% Thursday.

EXXON MOBIL CORP.

A

Qil giants are gushing profits.
Exxon posted almost $20 bil-
XOM lion in earnings, its most lu-
o (Crative period ever, while rival
291) Chevron Corp. reported a
slight dip from its record. De-
spite big profits and high energy prices,
the two largest U.S. oil companies didn't
convey any plans to increase spending
on oil or fuel production. High prices at
the pump are a key campaign issue,
with President Biden and congressional
Democrats criticizing oil firms for their
historic profits and pressing them to put
out more gasoline and diesel. Exxon
shares rose 2.9% Friday.
—Francesca Fontana

Laguna Beach, Calif.

With their valua-
tions and earnings
down, and their guid-
ance gloomy, Amer-
ica’s tech companies
N 4 ¥ have entered a phase
when they have to be brutally hon-
est with themselves about what re-
ally works. This means executives
are trimming staff, moonshots and
unprofitable distractions. They’re
also deciding what to focus on.

It’s a transition away from more
than a decade of “gee-whiz” proj-
ects—think self-driving cars, flying
cars, metaverses and crypto. The
task at hand now: building and ex-
panding businesses that actually
make money.

This past week of earnings re-
ports from America’s biggest tech
companies hammered home this
theme. Google parent Alphabet,
Microsoft, Facebook parent Meta
Platforms and Amazon reported re-
sults that caused their already-bat-
tered stocks to fall further.

At The Wall Street Journal Tech
Live conference this past week, it
was impossible to miss a recurring
theme: the gravity of this moment,
and the ways leaders are being
forced to quickly adapt.

Asked about the sudden, indus-
trywide decline in sales of semi-
conductors, Intel Chief Executive
Pat Gelsinger said: “Misery loves
company—and that’s the nature of
the semiconductor industry.”

Evan Spiegel, CEO of Snap—
whose market value has tumbled
more than 80% over the past
year—spoke candidly about having
had to discontinue innovative
hardware products like its Pixy
drone because they were low-mar-
gin businesses. He said his com-
pany had to focus on what could
directly affect its bottom line, from
making more revenue per user on
advertising to continuing to ex-

‘Now more than at any
other time in history, it
is time to invest in the
real world.

pand the audience for its core so-
cial-media product.

Amid all this gloom, though, the
inherent optimism of the tech in-
dustry also shined through. And
that belief that better times are
just one more breakthrough away
isn’t entirely irrational, given what
has happened to America’s tech in-
dustry in downturns past.

Historically, when venture capi-
talists tighten the purse strings
and shareholders in public compa-
nies start demanding answers, the
tech industry is forced to focus on
what can actually generate value
for their customers—and revenue
for themselves.

During financial crises, belt-
~tightening leads to the rollout and
Sbroad adoption of existing but not
Zyet widely used technologies, ac-
%cording to lecturer and consultant
ECarlota Perez, who studies what
&drives revolutions in technology.

KEYWORDS | CHRISTOPHER MIMS

Tech’s Welcome Turn to Boring

Downturns are when the industry shifts focus from flashy novelties to things that are truly useful

It might seem at first counterin-
tuitive—wouldn’t the good times
be when technologies are most
widely deployed? But it turns out
those are the times companies lose
self-discipline and spend on proj-
ects that might go nowhere.

Now is a time when companies
are shifting their attitudes and
strategy from “what can we do?”
to “what do we need to do?”

Waymo, born in 2009 in what
was then Google’s moonshot lab,
Google X, is a good example of
this.

In September Waymo hired a
new finance chief to help the com-
pany expand to new regions and
types of vehicles, a company
spokeswoman told the Journal.
Given the enormity of the trans-
portation industry, if Waymo hits
on a way to make robotaxis work
in many cities, even just some of
the time, Waymo’s growth in the
coming years could turn it into a
business of significant scale for Al-
phabet.

As for the rest of the tech indus-
try, what does focusing on what
actually works look like? Lessons
from past downturns, combined
with other trends unique to the
present, suggest directions they
might take.

Remote-collaboration tech

Many of the collaboration tools
that got the world’s knowledge
workers through the pandemic
were founded soon after either the
2000 or 2008 crashes—from Zoom
Video Communications (founded
in 2011) to Slack (evolved from a
videogame company that started
in 2009) and Atlassian (2002).

All of those onetime startups
are now either big companies in
their own right, or are owned by
big companies. And companies
still need tools for remote collabo-
ration, since hybrid work necessi-
tates them as much as fully re-
mote work did.

As with past downturns, there
will be new companies and indus-
tries that will either be born dur-
ing this time or will see their
growth accelerate.

Roelof Botha, a partner at ven-
ture-capital giant Sequoia, said on
stage at Tech Live that investors
have more opportunities to find
and evaluate good startups in a
down market.

Practical automation

Webvan was a rapid-delivery com-
pany that saw a huge run-up in its
valuation before it went bust in 2001.
While it failed, one of its laid-off lead-
ers, Mick Mountz, took from his time
there the lesson that e-commerce
warehouses needed a great deal more
automation than was available at the
time. That led him to found Kiva Ro-
botics, the logistics-automation com-
pany. Kiva was eventually bought by
Amazon, and has been the linchpin of
the company’s e-commerce fulfill-
ment infrastructure ever since.

Now, a new wave of more-capable
robots is arriving, as technologies like
machine learning and computer vi-
sion have matured.

Boston Dynamics, a company that
was founded in 1992 but didn’t re-
lease its first product commercially—
Spot, the robot dog—until 2020, ex-
emplifies this trend. In a panel on
stage at Tech Live, CEO Robert Play-
ter said that Spot is now covering
more than 23 kilometers a day in an
inspection tour of an Anheuser-Busch
brewery, using a heat-sensing camera
and a special auditory sensor to find
machines that might fail soon or are
wasting energy.

Crypto grows up

No corner of the tech bubble saw
a more furious run-up in valuation
or a more precipitous crash than
the value of cryptocurrencies and
blockchain-based virtual goods.

When pressed on what applica-
tions of cryptocurrencies and the
blockchain will prove durable, Sam

Bankman-Fried, CEO and founder of
crypto exchange FTX, pointed to
speeding up the process of transfer-
ring money between banks, and at
the same time reducing the transac-
tion fees paid by merchants. Re-
plumbing the connections among
the world’s financial institutions is
hardly the sort of thing that has
gotten crypto fans most excited in
the past few years.

It’s another example of hype-
fueled tech seeing its more outland-
ish manifestations laid low, and
companies turning toward the
things that it might actually do
well, no matter how boring they
might seem.

The boring metaverse

Herman Narula, CEO of the meta-
verse company Improbable Worlds,
pointed out in a panel that the world
already has a number of popular
metaverses, and all of them are
games, including Fortnite and Roblox.
If Facebook’s own ailing metaverse,
Horizon Worlds, can also be thought
of as a kind of game, then staking a
giant company’s future on what is es-
sentially a new, unfinished game “is a
really difficult thing to see working
out successfully,” he added.

Tellingly, Facebook unveiled a new
“pro” virtual-reality headset along
with a partnership with Microsoft,
which will be making its workplace-
software available in the headset.

If it works, this realignment of the
metaverse from a place to have fun to
a place to get things done may repre-
sent the point at which Meta figured
out an actual use for the metaverse.

Phil Libin, CEO of artificial-intelli-
gence company All Turtles and a self-
described “metaverse hater,” sat on
the same panel as Mr. Narula. Mr.
Libin summed up the state of invest-
ment in the metaverse in a way that
could apply to all tech investment in
the foreseeable future.

“Now more than at any other time
in history,” he said, “it is time to in-
vest in the real world.”

Oil Giants

See Banner
Quarter

Continued frompage Bl

more than $600 million. Without
those charges, it would have also
hit record earnings.

Exxon Chief Executive Darren
Woods said he doesn’t expect the
company next year to deviate from
its spending guidance, which is
well below prepandemic levels.

“We will, on the margin, spend
money where we can see an oppor-
tunity,” Mr. Woods told analysts
Friday. “Our plans going forward
are still very consistent with [pre-
viously disclosed budget] ranges.”

After it too hit a profit record
last quarter, Shell PLC said Thurs-
day its third-quarter profit on a
net current-cost-of-supplies basis,
a figure similar to the net income
that U.S. oil companies report,
was $8.3 billion, down $3.2 billion
from the prior quarter. The Lon-
don-based oil major said it would
boost its dividend and buy back
an additional $4 billion of its
shares in coming months.

High prices at the pump have
spurred President Biden and
Democrats in Congress to criti-
cize oil companies for their his-
toric profits and press them to
put out more gasoline and diesel.
Energy prices have emerged as a
key campaign issue ahead of mid-
term elections early next month.

On Friday, in response to
Exxon increasing its quarterly
dividend, Mr. Biden tweeted,
“Can’t believe I have to say this
but giving profits to shareholders
is not the same as bringing prices
down for American families.”

Many oil companies are in the
process of drafting capital spend-

Many oil companies
are in the process of
drafting capital
spending budgets.

ing budgets for next year, and few
are signaling dramatic increases
so far. Chevron is poised to boost
capital spending 20% next year
compared with 2022, well below
prepandemic levels and within the
five-year spending range it previ-
ously provided. The company is
expected to spend around $15 bil-
lion this year. “We have produc-
tive conversations with the [Bi-
den] administration and share
their objective of stable and af-
fordable energy resources,” Chev-
ron Chief Financial Officer Pierre
Breber said in an interview. “But
at the same time, we’re making
decisions in the long-term interest
of our shareholders.”

Exxon’s stock price closed
about 3% higher Friday, while
Chevron shares rose about 1%.

The Biden administration has
urged oil companies to boost
their refining capacity to make
more gasoline and diesel, as in-
ventories languished at the low-
est levels in over a decade. Glob-
ally, refining capacity has fallen
by almost 3 million barrels a day
since 2020, with the U.S. down
about 800,000 barrels a day.

—Jenny Strasburg
contributed to this article.
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VW Profit
Drops on
Ukraine,
Software

Woes

By WiLLIAM BosToN
Anp Kim RICHTERS

BERLIN—Volkswagen AG re-
ported a 29% drop in net profit
in the third quarter as the war
in Ukraine, supply-chain woes
and the company’s struggle to
turn around its software busi-
ness hit earnings and sales.

Global manufacturers, in-
cluding car makers, are facing
headwinds from soaring costs
for energy and raw materials,
and continued supply-chain dis-
ruptions.

With the world economy
weakening and analysts revising
their demand forecasts, VW
said on Friday it would post-
pone finalizing a yearly update
to its long-term investment
plan until the spring, citing eco-
nomic uncertainties.

So far this year, VW has
racked up 2 billion euros, equiv-
alent to $2 billion, in charges,
including €1.3 billion in the
third quarter alone, from the
impact of the Ukraine war and
the cessation of its business in
Russia.

Despite the headwinds, VW
said it would nevertheless
maintain an ambitious profit
outlook because it has largely
been able to offset rising costs
from inflation and had a large
order book for new electric ve-
hicles.

Arno Antlitz, the company’s
finance chief and chief opera-
tion officer, said price increases,
the stockpiling of critical parts
and other measures had helped
the company offset the rising
cost of raw materials and en-
ergy.

Mr. Antlitz said the company
has a six-month backlog on or-
ders for new-battery electric
vehicles in Europe, or about 1.9
million new cars, which he said
would help drive revenue in the
months ahead.

“These are effects that are
supporting margins,” he said,
explaining why the company is
maintaining its outlook on reve-
nue and profitability.

Volkswagen continues to ex-
pect revenue this year to be
8-13% higher than in the previ-
ous year. It also aims to reach
the upper end of the 7-8.5%
guidance range for operating
margin.

Volkswagen reported a drop
in net profit to €1.96 billion in
the three months to the end of
September, from €2.76 billion a
year earlier. It said sales rose
24% to €70.7 billion in the same
period.

The company attributed the
decline in profit to a €1.9 billion
charge from its withdrawal
from the Argo Al autonomous-
driving software venture it
maintained with Ford Motor Co.
VW and Ford this past week
said they would stop investing
in Argo.

VW said it would instead fo-
cus on an existing software
partnership with Robert Bosch
GmbH, a global auto supplier,
for the development of autono-
mous-driving software outside
of China. In China, VW recently
invested €2.4 billion in Horizon
Robotics, a Chinese software
company, to develop autono-
mous driving software for the
Chinese market.

The company has also been
struggling to get its internal
software division, Cariad SE,
back on track after slow devel-
opment of new vehicle software
forced the auto maker to post-
pone key model launches until
2024.

VW’s overall profit was also
hit by Cariad’s €1.43 billion loss
in the third quarter, up from
€750 million the year before.

Mr. Antlitz said Cariad would
continue to make losses for sev-
eral years until it began to gen-
erate licensing revenue for its
software from VW’s automotive
brands. Cariad revenue totaled
€422 million in the third quar-
ter, up from €255 million the
previous year.

Separately, Porsche AG, the
sports-car manufacturer owned
by VW, said operating profit in
the first nine months rose to
€5.05 billion, from €3.59 billion
a year earlier, on revenue that
increased to €26.74 billion from
€23.12 billion. Return on sales
rose to 18.9% from 15.5%. The
company stuck to its full-year
margin outlook.

@ Heard on the Street: Porsche’s
IPO hasn’t helped much...... B12

Earnings Signal End to Tech Boom

Share-price performance, month to date

By MEGHAN BOBROWSKY

A week of earnings by big
technology companies has
been a rout for investors, as
recession fears and the strong
dollar hit businesses that were
thought to be more resilient.

And these industry giants
warn more pain is ahead.

“It’s just hard to see any
points of good news on the
horizon,” Intel Corp. Chief Ex-
ecutive Pat Gelsinger said
Thursday as the company cut
its full-year sales outlook.

Tech companies that enjoyed
strong growth in the early days
of the pandemic are feeling the
effects of high inflation, rising
interest rates, currency head-
winds and other issues. The
slowdown in personal-com-
puter sales and digital advertis-
ing appears to be spreading to
areas such as cloud computing
that were thought to be resis-
tant to economic weakness.

As a result, leaders Apple
Inc., Amazon.com Inc., Micro-
soft Corp., Facebook parent
Meta Platforms Inc. and
Google parent Alphabet Inc.
are sharpening their control
over costs and monitoring head
count. Meanwhile, investors in
those five companies have lost
more than $218 billion com-

10%

Oct. 10
Source: FactSet

bined through Friday’s market
trading, after disappointing
earnings or forecasts. Amazon’s
sales forecast for the current
quarter, for example, missed
Wall Street expectations by up
to $15 billion, causing its
shares to fall 6.8% Friday.
Growth in the cloud-comput-
ing sector, an indicator of
broader business adoption of
tech, has fallen faster than ex-
pected. Amazon Web Services
posted a 27% year-over-year in-
crease in net sales, down from
its 39% growth a year ear-

Apple

Microsoft
Alphabet

Amazon

Meta
Platforms

20 28

lier. Microsoft’s cloud-comput-
ing figure came in at 35% for
the most recent quarter, com-
pared with 50% a year ago.
Those problems are only
compounding an already diffi-
cult market for tech companies
with demand for PC and other
personal electronics slumping.
Intel reported a sharp de-
cline in quarterly sales, cut its
expectation for PC shipments
this year, and said next year
could be even worse. Micro-
soft saw sales of its Windows
operating system fall 15% dur-

Mark Zuckerberg said Meta’s workforce could be smaller next year.

ing the September quarter,
with sales there expected to
drop more than 30% in the
current quarter. Apple’s iPhone
sales came in slightly under
analyst expectations. The com-
pany said overall sales growth
in the current quarter would
be more subdued.

Samsung Electronics Co.
posted a 23.6% decline in net
profit this past week and fore-
cast that the smartphone mar-
ket will likely continue to be
pressured into next year.

Across tech, companies are

moving aggressively to slash
costs. Intel said Thursday that
it plans to deliver $3 billion in
cost reductions in 2023 and
$8 billion to $10 billion in an-
nualized savings from 2025.
The company is embarking on
job cuts, Mr. Gelsinger said.
Meta’s Mark Zuckerberg said
the social-media giant’s work-
force of 87,000-plus employees
could be smaller next year. The
company also has said it is ra-
tionalizing office space.
—Miles Kruppa
contributed to this article.

Tech Moguls’ Fortunes Have Taken a Big Hit

By ALYSSA LUKPAT

The 20 richest tech billion-
aires have collectively lost
nearly half a trillion dollars this
year amid the stock market’s
sharp tumble, a loss of wealth
that is more than the market
values of all but seven compa-
nies in the S&P 500.

The world’s richest tech mo-
guls—including Mark Zucker-
berg, Bill Gates and Larry Elli-
son—have seen more than
$480 billion in paper wealth
disappear this year through
Thursday, according to the
Bloomberg Billionaires Index, a
daily ranking of the richest
people in the world. Disap-

pointing earnings reports from
a slew of tech giants this past
week have stoked recession
fears, pushed stock prices lower
and weighed on the fortunes of
the world’s wealthiest people.

Mr. Zuckerberg’s net worth
fell by $11.2 billion alone on
Thursday, according to the
ranking. Shares of his com-
pany, Facebook parent Meta
Platforms Inc., lost a quarter
of their value after a disap-
pointing earnings report
spooked investors.

So far this year, the wealth
of Meta’s chief executive has
fallen by more than $87 bil-
lion. That leaves him with a
current net worth of $37.7 bil-

lion, good for the 28th richest
person in the world, according
to the index. By comparison,
he was among the top 10 ear-
lier this year.

Tech companies, which en-
joyed strong growth in the be-
ginning of the pandemic, are
now feeling pain. The tech-
heavy Nasdaq Composite has
fallen by 29% through Friday’s
close.

For many executives and
founders, their net worth is at
least partially tied up in
shares of their businesses.
That means big swings in their
companies’ stock prices can
have profound impacts.

Elon Musk, the world’s rich-

est person, and Jeff Bezos, the
founder of Amazon.com Inc.,
have each seen more than $58
billion in wealth wiped away
this year. Both entrepreneurs
have jockeyed in the past for
the bragging rights of being
the world’s richest person be-
fore Mr. Musk pulled away
with a sizable lead.

Mr. Musk, the chief execu-
tive of Tesla Inc., also runs
rocket company SpaceX. He
founded Boring Co., an under-
ground tunnel business, as
well as neuroscience startup
Neuralink Corp. And this week,
he completed his on-again, off-
again takeover of Twitter Inc.
Mr. Musk is currently worth

$212 billion.

The wealth of Mr. Bezos,
meanwhile, is valued at $134
billion. Amazon’s shares fell
6.8% on Friday as Wall Street
was disappointed with the
company’s sales forecast for
the current quarter.

Google parent Alphabet Inc.
co-founders Larry Page and
Sergey Brin, who are among
the 10 richest people in the
world, have also seen their net
worth dented. They have each
lost more than $40 billion in
paper wealth this year, with
both taking a hit this past
week after Alphabet reported
its first-ever drop in YouTube
year-over-year ad sales.

Stellantis Offers
Buyouts to U.S.
Salaried Workers

By Ryan FELTON

Stellantis NV, the global
parent of Jeep, Chrysler and
other auto brands, said Fri-
day it is offering voluntary
buyouts to U.S. salaried em-
ployees as part of a restruc-
turing to sharpen focus on
new technologies and low-
emissions vehicles.

The car company said it is
offering the buyouts to cer-
tain white-collared employees
this month with benefit pack-
ages that wouldn’t otherwise
be available to them.

The offers target employ-
ees with 30 years of experi-
ence and a pension, as well as
those who are 55 years or
older with 10 years of service,
even if they aren’t eligible for

Stellantis has
reported strong
earnings throughout
the pandemic.

a pension.

Stellantis declined to pro-
vide additional details, in-
cluding how many of the
13,000 salaried employees in
the U.S. are eligible for the
buyout or whether it had a
specific reduction target.

The auto maker said that
the workforce buyouts were
part of a continuing transfor-
mation as it shifts more re-
sources into new software-
driven technologies and
expands its lineup of electric
vehicles.

Stellantis, which was
formed through the merger of
France’s PSA Group and Fiat
Chrysler Automobiles NV in
2021, has laid out ambitious
targets for electric vehicles,
pledging to spend $35 billion
in the coming years on new
models and manufacturing
capabilities, including build-
ing battery factories.

Across American corpora-

tions, executives are tighten-
ing belts in anticipation of an
economic downturn.

In the auto industry, some
manufacturers have taken
steps to freeze hiring or
shrink staff, even though
profits remain robust in an
era of low inventory and with
customers paying top dollar
for new cars and trucks.

Stellantis has reported
strong earnings throughout
the Covid-19 pandemic,
mostly bolstered by its heady
performance in North Amer-
ica, where sales of pricey
pickups and sport-utility ve-
hicles have driven its margins
higher than those of many ri-
vals.

In the first half of 2022, it
posted double-digit increases
in net revenue over the prior
year, with adjusted operating
margins for its North Ameri-
can business of 18.1%.

The shift to electric vehi-
cles is driving a rethink
across the car business of
staffing levels and resources.

Ford this summer laid off
roughly 3,000 white-collar
and contract employees to
slash costs and better fund
its transition to electric vehi-
cles.

In the U.S., Stellantis has
said it wants to convert half
of sales to battery-powered
models by 2030. The transi-
tion includes the debut of an
all-electric Jeep SUV next
year, an electric Ram pickup
in 2024 and an EV muscle car
sold by the Dodge brand that
same year.

The company has given
priority to building battery
plants in the U.S. and Canada
to support its electric-vehicle
plans. It expects to start con-
struction on the factories as
soon as this year.

Stellantis has also been
unique among auto makers in
that Chief Executive Carlos
Tavares embraced a work-
from-home model even before
the Covid-19 pandemic hit
and is continuing to promote
this approach.
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EXCHANGE

Imagine you could
know tomorrow’s
news today. Would
that make you a bet-
ter investor?

On Oct. 13, the La-
bor Department an-
nounced the consumer-price index
rose 8.2% in September from the
same month a year earlier, dashing
hopes that inflation would drop.

What if you had known, on Oct.
12, exactly what would be in the
next morning’s inflation report?

Youwd have bet stocks would
tank, with a skittish market certain
to panic on the news.

Youwd never have guessed what
happened next.

After nosediving 2% when the
market opened that morning,
stocks turned around almost in-
stantly, shooting up to close nearly
3% higher, one of the biggest intra-
day swings on record.

In fact, U.S. stocks have risen
roughly 9% since their low on the
morning of Oct. 13.

Maybe people decided the bad
news wasn’t bad enough to make
the Federal Reserve raise interest
rates even more than the 0.75 per-
centage point already considered
inevitable at its November meeting.
Maybe they felt the bad news was
less bad than their worst fears.

Who knows? What we can know

Beliefs that had come to
feel like eternal truths
have been blowing up in
people’s faces this year.

is that even possessing tomorrow’s
news today wouldn’t assure you of
being able to make a profitable
trade. That’s why it’s so important
to stick to a long-term plan rather
than chasing the latest illusion of
certainty.

One of Wall Street’s favorite say-
ings is that investors hate uncer-
tainty. What they should hate, in-
stead, is certainty.

Just think of all the other things
markets have been certain about
lately.

As recently as late July, market
participants were sure that the
Federal Reserve, after cranking up
interest rates this year, was bound
to cut them sharply in 2023. Just
about nobody expects that any-
more.

Last December, Tesla Inc.’s mar-
ket value rose nearly $200 billion
in four days, more than the market
value of Ford Motor Co. and Gen-
eral Motors Co. combined, all on

THE INTELLIGENT INVESTOR | JASON ZWEIG

The Problem With That
‘Sure Thing’ in the Market

Sometimes, investors think they know exactly what’s coming
around the corner. That sort of certainty is often dangerous.

the belief that the electric-car
maker’s growth couldn’t possibly
stall. Tesla is down 36% so far this
year, a wipeout nearly twice the
size of that year-end rise.

In January, in a consensus al-
most as tight as a chorus line, mar-
ket strategists were forecasting
that stocks would gain between 6%
and 11% this year. The S&P 500 has
lost nearly 20% so far in 2022.

Not long before that, Wall Street
had been pitching so-called quality
stocks, with high profitability and
low debt, as a kind of insurance
against whatever the economy
might throw at you. Quality stocks
have underperformed the S&P 500

by roughly 4 percentage points this
year.

And just think of the cocksure
certainty with which gold bugs and
bitcoin fans had been proclaiming
for years that the precious metal
and the digital currency were per-
fect ways to protect your purchas-
ing power. So far in 2022, with in-
flation raging, gold is down 9%;
bitcoin has lost more than 50%.

It isn’t only small investors and
financial professionals who think
they can figure out exactly what’s
coming.

Consider The Wall Street Jour-
nal’s recent multipart investigation,
“Capital Assets,” which has ex-

posed the shocking extent to which
U.S. officials trade stocks and other
assets.

Among the most avid of these
traders, the Journal found that
roughly seven dozen senior federal
officials, their family or their finan-
cial advisers made a total of more
than 80,000 trades from 2016
through 2021.

The husband of one official, for
example, made more than 9,500
trades in a single year, 2020, in-
cluding stocks, options and short
sales, or bets that an asset’s price
will fall. That’s an average of 38
trades each day the markets were
open.

The Big Reverse

After the government released a
surprisingly high inflation reading on
Oct. 13, stocks instantly collapsed,
then climbed back up big-time.

3,700
3,650
3,600
3,550
3,500

3,450
T T T T T T T
10a.m. 11 Noon 1 2 3 4

Source: FactSet

It’s also an extreme example of
what happens when you pursue the
illusion of certainty. It becomes
easy, as you chase the next short-
term gain and adrenaline surges
through your bloodstream, to
imagine that you know what’s com-
ing next.

Markets don’t work like that,
though. They don’t permit any one
of us, no matter how smart or fore-
sighted, to know exactly what will
happen.

Self-control is a key to investing
success, but so is fending off self-
delusion.

Beliefs that had come to feel like
eternal truths—inflation is dead,
interest rates will stay lower for
longer, there is no alternative to
stocks, giant technology companies
will never let investors down, and
so on—have been blowing up in
people’s faces. This past Thursday,
Meta Platforms Inc., parent of
Facebook, announced disappointing
earnings and lost nearly $85 billion
in market value in a single day.

It’s precisely at times like these
that investors need to be on guard
against the next certainty. You
don’t have to act on every forecast,
and the more certain a prediction
sounds, the more you should doubt
its validity.

Any day now, someone persua-
sive will be telling you, with a high
degree of conviction, when infla-
tion has to fade, when interest
rates must fall, which industry sec-
tor is doomed to fail or sure to
dominate.

That voice of certainty will be
backed by reams of past data. It
will feel reassuring. It will make
you feel you are not alone. It will
tempt you to follow it. And it is all
but certain to be wrong.

Hershey’s
Sweet and
Salty Plans

Continued frompage Bl

will double down on existing strat-
egies. Some will diversify. Hershey
did both and discovered an un-
likely new identity.

“They’re not just a confection-
ery company anymore,” said Morn-
ingstar analyst Erin Lash.

That sounds a bit like Willy
Wonka going keto. But this is a
company based in a town built on
chocolate and controlled by a pow-
erful trust designed by founder
Milton Hershey in 1905 to support
his school for underprivileged chil-
dren. Hershey has always been dif-
ferent from most corporations.
Otherwise it might not be around.

Almost every one of its rivals
has salivated at the idea of buying
Hershey. The company’s last battle
for independence took place in
2016, when its stock was trading
below $100, and Mondelez offered

There was no reason
Hershey couldn’t apply
its successful model to
other snacks.

to pay $107 and then $115 a share
in a deal that would have created
the world’s largest candy maker.
Hershey’s board rebuffed the ap-
proach from Mondelez, the parent
company of Oreo, Cadbury and
Sour Patch Kids, but the takeover
bid lasted for months.

Today its stock price is around
$240 because of what happened
next. A management shake-up
weeks later elevated Michele Buck
to CEO, and she laid out her vision
for a long-term strategy on her
first day on the job. She told in-
vestors to expect changes. “We’ll
have less growth in the interna-
tional markets than perhaps we’ve
seen in the past,” Ms. Buck said in
March 2017. “We’re clearly seeing
that North America is going to be

the biggest driver.”

It was counterintuitive, but she
was right: North American sales
went from 88% of Hershey’s total
sales in 2017 to 92% in 2021. In-
stead of competing against varied
tastes and established brands, Her-
shey pulled back internationally
and shifted the playing field to
where it already had the advan-
tage. The company then extended
its dominance at home, where the
maker of Kisses and Whoppers
commands a 46% share of the U.S.
chocolate aisle, according to Ms.
Lash’s estimates. It still has bets in
foreign countries, but the future of
Hershey will be determined by
Americans.

That’s because there was pro-
found change happening much
closer to home: The company sud-
denly had an appetite beyond
sweets.

It would cost a few billion dol-
lars to find out if sweet and salty
were complementary tastes in
business, too. But what the com-
pany realized along the way is that
Hershey doesn’t sell chocolate. It
sells Hershey’s chocolate. There
was no reason it couldn’t
apply that model of sell-
ing recognizable brands
to other snacks.

First it tried mixing
candy with jerky. This
didn’t go well. Hershey’s
deal for the artisanal
beef-jerky maker Krave
Pure Foods in 2015 was a
surprising acquisition
that signaled to Wall
Street the company’s
broader ambitions. Her-
shey would have to eat
chocolate-covered crow—
Krave was sold back to
its founder in 2020—but
it was not deterred.

Soon it tried again
with popcorn. Anyone
who has been to the
movies could have pre-
dicted that Hershey and
popcorn would be a
much better fit.

“SkinnyPop was a seminal mo-
ment for us as a company,” said
Ms. Riggs, who was named chief
growth officer right before the
pandemic.

That deal in 2017 pushed Her-
shey to acquire Pirate’s Booty in
2018 and Dot’s in 2021. The com-
pany’s North American sweets
portfolio is generating more reve-
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nue than ever. But salty grew
faster than sweet for two consecu-
tive quarters after the company
broke out sales figures earlier this
year for the first time. Hershey ex-
pects them to keep growing.

Of course it does. I could feel
myself getting hungry as I heard
Ms. Riggs say words like “Reese’s
popcorn in a test market” and

o

“Reese’s stuffed with potato chips”
and “Reese’s filled with pretzels.”

There were other huge shocks
that changed Hershey’s trajectory,
like the pandemic and candy infla-
tion.

Also, the invention of resealable
packaging for the eight people on
earth who can resist crushing a
bag of Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups

Patrons shop in Hershey’s Chocolate
World, above, in Hershey, Pa. A street
sign in the city, left, shows that the
company has made its mark there.

in one sitting.

But this version of corporate re-
invention worked because Hershey
at its core remains the same. It
isn’t suddenly trying to be a meta-
verse company. It’s a snack com-
pany. Now it just has more snacks.
Hershey exploited its relationship
with retailers to get those brands
into stores and brought its exper-
tise about consumer behavior to
their products. The sweet accentu-
ated the salty.

That’s what the children of
Pennsylvania will learn when they
scale a Kilimanjaro of candy next
week, and there are few better
spots for trick-or-treating than the
home of Ms. Riggs. “I have every-
thing,” she says. Everything in-
cludes the latest Reese’s products,
Hershey’s Cookies 'n’ Creme bars,
Jolly Rancher gummies and, yes,
Dot’s pretzels.

Halloween is a convenient re-
minder that you don’t have to fol-
low the money at Hershey. You
could just follow the candy.

ALEX NABAUM
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What Comes After ‘Made in China’

By JAason DoucLASs
AND STELLA YIFAN XIE

It took Jacob Rothman two de-
cades to build a Chinese manufac-
turing business with his friends
and family. Now the 49-year-old
American executive says custom-
ers want him to make some of his
grilling tools and kitchen products
elsewhere. He knows it isn’t going
to be easy.

“There’s not a customer that we
have that isn’t pressuring us, sug-
gesting, hoping that we will build
factories outside of China,” says
the co-chief executive of Velong
Enterprises Co., which has six fac-
tories in mainland China and
serves big retailers and consumer
brands such as Walmart Inc. and
grill maker Weber Inc. Yet “there’s
nothing like China,” he added.
“We’ve built this supply chain for
30 years to work like a Swiss
clock. There’s just nothing like it.”

Decoupling from China will be
slow, difficult and expensive for
companies beginning to rethink
their dependency on the world’s
second-largest economy. Some are
doing so because of rising tensions
between Beijing and Washington,
D.C., on everything from trade,
technology and security to Taiwan,
a self-ruled island that China
claims as its own.

The differences threaten to un-
ravel decades of economic integra-
tion. Many lawmakers in Washing-
ton now want certain products to
be manufactured in the U.S., and
the Biden administration has im-
posed new restrictions on semi-
conductor exports to
China. Chinese lead-
ers also want to rely
more heavily on
homegrown suppli-
ers. The supply-
chain snarls un-
leashed by the
pandemic and dis-
ruptions caused by
China’s Covid-19
lockdowns further
strained relations
between the coun-
tries.

Investment by
American companies
in China was already
slowing before the
pandemic. U.S. firms
invested $13 billion
there in 2019, down
from a 2012 high
point of $15.4 bil-
lion, according to
data compiled by re-
search group Rho-
dium Group. Invest-
ment then sank to
just $8.4 billion last
year.

It isn’t going to
be easy for the U.S.
to wean itself from China. That
country’s share of U.S. imports has
shrunk in recent years, mostly as a
result of tariffs, but it remains sig-
nificant. The value of goods taken
in from China was 17% of all U.S.
imports over the first eight
months of this year, according to
U.S. Census Bureau data. That was
a larger percentage than any other
country even though it fell from
22% in 2017, the year before the
Trump administration imposed du-
ties on a range of Chinese goods.

The turmoil of recent years was
enough for some American execu-
tives to diversify their supply-
chain networks. Companies that
make Crocs shoes, Yeti beer cool-
ers, Roomba vacuums and GoPro
cameras were among the U.S. man-
ufacturers that shifted production
to countries outside of China as
trade tensions mounted during the
Trump administration. New York
fragrance seller Inter Parfums Inc.
decided to move its operations
back to the U.S. during the pan-
demic following disruptions at its
factory in Shanghai.

Shifting away from China pres-
ents numerous challenges, as Mr.
Rothman says he is discovering.
His company has expanded into
Cambodia and entered joint ven-
tures in Vietnam and India in re-
cent years. Mr. Rothman says he
has also been scoping out factories
in Mexico and Turkey and looking

U.S. foreign direct
investment in China
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An American who operates six factories in China says customers want him to make goods elsewhere
due to supply-chain issues, trade tensions and Covid-19 lockdowns. But shifting production is difficult.

at the potential of the Philippines.
His company employs roughly
1,200 among its six mainland
China factories and 600 outside
China.

Each option has drawbacks.
Cambodia and Vietnam are prom-
ising but far smaller in terms of
capacity and population, he says.
Factories in Vietnam are already
jam-packed and have limited avail-
able space. Turkey has gleaming,
high-tech factories but is beset by
rampant inflation, complicating
the management of costs and pric-
ing. India has huge potential but

‘We’ve built this supply
chain for 30 years to work
like a Swiss clock.
There’s...nothing like it.

needs newer infrastructure, such
as better roads, Mr. Rothman says.

Mr. Rothman has invested de-
cades of his life getting to know
how things work in China. After
growing up in California and
studying religion at Bowdoin Col-
lege in Maine, he says he thought
he was going to be a rabbi. Instead
he went to China so he could help
source and develop products for
his family’s business, a California
broom-and-mop maker called Na-
tional Broom Co. As he arrived in
China, National Broom started pro-
ducing electronic gadgets and gifts
that might land on retail shelves
during the holidays.

He learned to speak fluent Man-
darin with help from a tutor in
San Francisco, a grammar book
and a dictionary. He tried to im-
merse himself in China in a way
that many Westerners didn’t. He
stayed at local Chinese hotels in-
stead of the Sheraton or the Wes-
tin and took the bus instead of re-
lying on drivers, striking up
conversations with strangers to
improve his language skills. He
eventually married a Chinese
woman.

Mr. Rothman’s commitment to
the country deepened when he be-
came partners with Chen Jingqiu,

a Chinese man who had served as
a vendor to his family’s business.
Mr. Chen was the initial founder of
Velong Enterprises in 2003 with
Cao Yushu, the businesswoman
who would become Mr. Rothman’s
wife. Mr. Chen was located in the
southern coastal city of Yangjiang.

The two men invested in new
machinery and over the years
amassed an impressive list of
Western clients that included Wal-
mart and Weber, retailers Dollar
General Corp. and Canada’s Loblaw
Companies Ltd., as well as brands
such as Mr. Bar-B-Q and Char-
Broil. By 2012, Mr. Rothman left
his family’s business so he could
focus on Velong full time. In 2013,
the firm’s annual revenue was $32
million, up from roughly $3.8 mil-
lion a decade earlier.

A spokeswoman for Walmart
says the company’s sourcing ap-
proach “includes a variety of com-
plementary strategies and rela-
tionships with both established
and new suppliers.” The other
companies didn’t respond to re-
quests to comment.

Mr. Rothman’s partnership with
Mr. Chen came to embody a tight
interdependence between the
countries as well as their families.
His wife, Ms. Cao, and Mr. Chen’s
wife, Chen Jing, ran the company’s
finances.

They had disagreements, too.
Mr. Rothman says he once got into
an argument with Mr. Chen over
how to handle a customer and was
so upset he stormed out of the
factory and sped away on a motor-
cycle taxi. Mr. Chen pursued him
in his car for miles, he says, plead-
ing with him at stoplights to re-
turn to the factory to work it out.
“Eventually I calmed down,” he
says. “Paid the motorcycle driver
and...went back to work.”

They first started hearing from
customers who wanted factories
outside China early in Donald
Trump’s presidency, Mr. Rothman
says, and the questions intensified
after tariffs were imposed on a
range of Chinese-made goods in
2018. After an initial foray outside
the country with a joint venture in
Vietnam, Velong spent $5 million
building a factory in Cambodia to

make grill and furniture covers,
with production starting in early
2020. The company picked Cambo-
dia because exports to the U.S.
from there are duty free, labor
costs are low and it was cheaper
and easier to find space than it
was in Vietnam.

Then the pandemic hit. China’s
strict border controls meant some
technical managers couldn’t visit
the factory to supervise produc-
tion. Hiring workers and managing
the factory through its opening
was done remotely. Business still
soared as locked-down consumers
in the West splurged on new grills
and kitchenware; the company’s
revenue hit a high of nearly $160
million in 2021.

That surge reversed when high

Share of U.S. imports from China
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Note: 2022 data as of August.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau via CEIC

inflation and rising interest rates
helped depress consumer demand,
slowing orders for new goods from
Velong’s factories, including its
fledgling operation in Cambodia.
Velong hasn’t yet recouped its $5
million investment there, Mr.
Rothman says. The plan is to add
production lines making kitchen
timers, thermometers and other
electronic devices and build a
school to help employees develop
skills in English, accounting and
business management.

Velong’s joint venture in Viet-
nam churns out chopping boards

Among the Chinese operations managed by
Jacob Rothman, at far right in the lower-
left photo, are an electronics production
line in Ningbo, above, and a brush
production line in Yangjiang, below.

il

and charging cables. Another in In-
dia makes brassware and wrought-
iron home decorations.

But none of these places can
compete with China, according to
Mr. Rothman, who says he has
toured factories in Vietnam, India
and Mexico where assembly lines
are poorly organized and easily
automated tasks such as cutting
and polishing sheets of metal are
done by hand, limiting the speed
of production.

In Mexico, he says, he can’t get
the type of plastic needed to make
grill or outdoor-furniture covers; it
has to come from China. In Viet-
nam and Cambodia, he says he
needs to ship in steel and elec-
tronic components such as temper-
ature sensors for thermometers.
They also come from China, he
says.

Making these overseas forays
pay over the long term is another
challenge. Mr. Rothman says he
has nightmares about picking the
wrong location and being saddled
with a factory nobody wants to
use.

“It isn’t going to be easy,” he
says.

The pressures to look elsewhere
aren’t abating this year, as infla-
tion surges and a war rages in
Ukraine. Mr. Chen says 2022 feels
like a turning point: “The world
may no longer rely on China as the
world’s factory floor going for-
ward.”

After decades of shuttling be-
tween China and the U.S., Mr.
Rothman and his wife bought a
house in Shanghai, intending to
make a permanent home. They
were due to move in last summer
after finishing renovations, but
lockdowns caused delays. They
hope to move in during November.

Mr. Rothman says he frets about
his 12-year-old son’s education, af-
ter droves of foreign teachers at
Shanghai’s international schools
fled the city to escape life under
the threat of lockdown. This year,
during a lockdown, Mr. Rothman
spent two weeks teaching English
to his Chinese neighbors’ children.

“I don’t want to leave here. I've
invested 20 years of my life here.
But I will, if I have to,” he says.

PHOTOS: BENNY SU (2), YUKI ZHONG
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Where Six Investors Think the Markets Are Going

Continued frompage Bl

most always boils down to guess-
work, Mr. Arnott said.

He is convinced U.S. stocks ha-
ven’t hit their trough. Why? The
Shiller price-to-earnings ratio—a
measure of the market’s overall
valuation named after Nobel Prize-
winning Yale economist Robert
Shiller—shows that equities are
still relatively pricey. The S&P 500
is trading well below its peaks
during the dot-com bust and post-
pandemic rally but far above the
range reached during the worst of
the 2008-09 financial crisis. That
doesn’t seem to suggest that in-
vestors have reached the point of
capitulation.

“I’ve been called a permabear,”
he said. “But I'm a bear on things
that are expensive. I don’t want to
bother buying them, even if they
could go higher.”

—Akane Otani

Things aren’t as bad as they
seem

Mr. Blankfein, who steered
Goldman Sachs through the brutal
2008-09 financial crisis, said the
market’s outlook may not be as
dire as many believe.

“The bad news is so stacked up
that people are under-appreciating
the fact that there are several
plausible pieces of good news that
could affect the market positively,”
he said, citing a change in Russia’s
approach to the war in Ukraine,
the release of more oil by Saudi
Arabia and a pause in rate hikes
by the Fed. “Markets are not just
the current economy, they look
ahead.”

This year’s selloff has been
equally punishing for many stocks,
he said. “Move into those you
wished you owned but were too
expensive.”

Mr. Blankfein said it’s worth re-
membering the challenges of the
moment always seem worse than
those of the past, if only because
the past is resolved. And history,

like the markets, has cycles.

“You think things have never
been scarier?” said Mr. Blankfein,
who retired from Goldman in 2018.
“Really? We lived through the Cu-
ban missile crisis when we were
stopping Soviet ships in interna-
tional waters. These are really the
most polarized times? I was
around in 1968 when there were
assassinations of public figures,
when kids were blowing up draft
centers, and the National Guard
was shooting on campuses. We got
through that, we’ll get through
this.

“It’s never as bad as your worst
fears or as good as your best
hopes,” he added.

—Justin Baer

Prepare for more chaos

Volatility is here to stay. That’s
the view of Paul Britton, founder
of investment firm Capstone In-
vestment Advisors and someone
who bets on haywire swings across
global markets.

He expects rising interest rates
to keep stoking turmoil, with few
corners of the markets sheltered
from the pain. Even bonds, typi-
cally thought of as a safer invest-
ment than stocks, have grown
more volatile.

That makes many investors’
portfolios riskier than they appear,
Mr. Britton says. The yield on the
10-year Treasury note, typically

thought of as ultrasafe, has re-
corded some of its largest one-day
moves of the past decade in recent
months.

This turbulence, he said, means
investors need to rethink what will
buffer their portfolios and con-
sider holdings beyond stocks and
bonds. “The strategies that have
worked best the past 15 years are
not necessarily the strategies that
are going to perform the next 15
years,” Mr. Britton said. “There is
a structural shift that we haven’t
seen in decades.”

At his firm, which oversees
roughly $8.9 billion in assets and
manages money for pension funds
and endowments, Mr. Britton says
he is particularly optimistic about
a so-called dispersion strategy de-
signed to profit from volatility.
The complex tactic uses options to
wager on how tightly stocks will
rise and fall together.

“This is one of those moments
in time where I think it’s crucial to
be brave in your decision making,”
Mr. Britton said.

—Gunjan Banerji

Inflation isn’t going away

Investors are clinging to the be-
lief that inflation will dissipate
soon, says Nancy Davis, founder of
asset management firm Quadratic
Capital Management LLC, which
oversees roughly $1.2 billion. They
shouldn’t, in her view.

Inflation reached a four-decade
high this year as the price of ev-
erything from groceries to gas
soared. Federal Reserve Chairman
Jerome Powell has made it clear
he doesn’t expect that situation to
change. He even abandoned the
use of “transitory” when discuss-
ing the subject, saying roughly 11
months ago that ”it’s probably a
good time to retire that word.”

“The Fed retired it, but the mar-
ket is still pricing for transitory,”
said Ms. Davis, who warned about
the dangers of inflation in early
2021. “That to me is where there’s
an opportunity.”

She cited the fact that inflation
expectations among investors have
been falling this year, even as data
on consumer prices has shown
continued gains. A widely-followed
measure of investors’ annual infla-
tion expectations over the next
half-decade—the five-year break-
even inflation rate—stood recently
at around 2.6%, according to
Tradeweb. Year-over-year inflation
is currently more than 8%, far
above the Fed’s 2% target. This
means investors expect inflation to
tumble over the next five years,
she said, and that bond-market in-
vestors may be too confident the
Fed’s rate hikes will eventually
bring inflation down.

She is preparing by holding
mostly inflation-protected bonds
and options tied to interest rates
in the $1.1 billion Quadratic Inter-
est Rate Volatility and Inflation
Hedge Exchange-Traded Fund,
where she is portfolio manager.
These positions would serve as a
hedge if inflation doesn’t subside,
she said.

—Gunjan Banerji

The ‘super bubble’ is still
bursting

Mr. Grantham is legendary for
spotting bubbles before markets
crash. He did so in the lead-up to
the tech-stock implosion of 2000,
and before the financial crisis that
began in 2008.

The co-founder of investment
firm Grantham Mayo Van Otterloo
& Co. gained renewed attention
this year when he said U.S. mar-
kets were experiencing a “super
bubble” in the very early stages of
an ugly deflation. Nine months af-
ter that statement, Mr. Grantham

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome
Powell, left, no longer describes high
inflation as ‘transitory.’

Higher gas prices at the
pump, left, contributed to
an inflation surge this year.

remains deeply pessimis-
tic.

“This is about as bad a
package [of fundamen-
tals] as we have ever
seen,” says Mr. Gran-
tham, who is board chair-
man and long-term in-
vestment strategist for
his firm, which managed
$59 billion as of June 30.
Stock valuations, he says,
remain well above their
long-term averages. This
is true even though eco-
nomic growth has
slowed, inflation has re-
turned and interest rates
have reversed after a
long decline that had
helped lift stocks for de-
cades.

Mr. Grantham has put
his own money in a fam-
ily foundation that has
allocated about half of its
assets to young compa-
nies developing green technology,
another 25% to other early-stage
businesses and the remaining 25%
to a few different investments, in-
cluding one that benefits when the
Nasdaq Composite falls in value
and another that profits when in-
vestors see rising risk of corporate
defaults.

For average investors, he says,
holding cash is among the best op-
tions. He rejects the mantra that
you shouldn’t try to time the mar-
ket, pointing out several examples
from history when it took years, or
even decades, for markets to re-
cover from crashes.

—Sam Goldfarb

Bonds should bounce back

Bonds have had their worst year
on record. That is one reason to be
optimistic about next year, accord-
ing to the man responsible for
overseeing roughly $2.3 trillion in
assets for the world’s largest
money manager.

“I'm more excited going into
2023 than I’ve been in a really
long time because we’re going to
have so many different opportuni-
ties,” says Rick Rieder, BlackRock
Inc.’s chief investment officer of
global fixed income.

Investors typically value bonds
with good credit ratings for their
safe returns. Yet the Bloomberg
U.S. Aggregate bond index has re-
turned minus 16% this year—its
worst-ever performance by far.

The problem: To fight inflation,
the Federal Reserve has been rais-
ing interest rates at a historic pace
and kept promising more ahead.
That reduces the value of bonds is-
sued when rates were lower.

Bond investors, Mr. Rieder ac-
knowledges, have been hopeful be-
fore, only for more dismal infla-
tion reports to further damage
their portfolios. But he now sees
clear signs that higher rates are
starting to have their intended ef-
fect of slowing down the economy.
That means that the Fed may not
need to raise rates much higher
than it is already projecting.

The good news for investors is
that lower bond prices mean
higher yields, or better forward-
looking returns. That is true for
old bonds that have dropped be-
low face value and new bonds is-
sued at higher interest rates.

With prices unlikely to keep
falling like they have been, “you
can feel pretty good about buying
literally triple-A assets at these
sort of yields,” Mr. Rieder says.

—Sam Goldfarb

HOTOS: ETIENNE LAURENT/EPA/SHUTTERSTOCK; JIM LO SCALZO/EPA/SHUTTERSTOCK
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Latest YTD — Latest Session — —— 52-Week iSh1-3 Treasury | 0.22
Region/Country Index Close Net chg %chg %chg | Company Symbol Close Netchg f%chg  High  Low  %chg Russian ruble | 0.20
World MSCI ACWI 58895 677 116 -y | Nuvalent NUVL 3534 1334 6064 4043 7.09 447 Swiss franc | 019
’ ' ' Bull Horn Holdings BHSE 1195 365 4398 2142 652 19.7 Japanese yen | 0.13
MSCIACWIex-USA 25405 235 -0.921 s 262 | SatixFy Communications  SATX 2939 847 4049 5259 827 . -012| Chinese yuan
MSCI World 56104 3745 48 =208 | provident AcgnCIA paQC 1100 262 3126 1129 744 127 -029 | iShNatiMuniBd
MSCIEmergingMarkets  845.58  -13.88 -1.62 =314 | patal/O Corp DAID 380 072 2338 642 261 -299 -0.46 | South African rand
Americas MSCIACAmericas  1483.53 3264 225 -188 | 8X8 EGHT 413 072 2Ll 2372 287 -818 -0.51 [ Corn
Canada S&P/TSX Comp 1947119  119.08 0.62 _g3 | CPlAerostructures vy 259 044 2047 345 086 -13.7 -0.56 [ Soybeans
Latin Amer. MSCIEMLatinAmerica 220695 -10.27  -0.46 36 | Seres Therapeutics MCRE 807 133 Y 1169 250 R -0.72 [§ Comex gold
Brai BOVESPA 114539.05 0.09] 93 Pennsylvania REIT PEI 358 059 1973 3075 254 -86.0 -0.79 [l Comex copper
razi OVES By 10171 -0 3| Scholar Rock Holding SRRK 926 152 1964 3643 433 648 079l WS Dolar Index
Chile S&PIPSA 3175.48 391 0.12 13.2 )
Mexi S&P/BMV IPC 49086.30 0.40 79 DexCom DXCM 120.87 19.62 19.38 164.86 66.89 -22.4 -253 Wheat
exico / g 193.74 ’ - NGM Biopharmaceuticals NGM 561 083 1736 2163 292 -69.6 -2.85 I S&P 500 Communication Svcs
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Germany DAX 13243.33 32.10 0.24 -16.6 Company Symbol Close Netchg *chg High Low  %chg Sources: FactSet (indexes, bond ETFs, commodities), Tullett Prebon (currencies).
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fsrael TelAviv 1933.82 22 | Davita DVA 7054 -2621 -27.09 12481 6926 -3L7
Italy FTSEMIB 252020  -6121 0271 1761 AvistaPublicii CIA AHPA 661 -171 2055 1050 640 -338 Methodology
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' o ~ | Most Active Stocks and mutual funds.
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Singapore  Straits Times 305919 4396 146 _p1 | Amazoncom AVZN 222471 2857 10341 -680 18811 97.66 .
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